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Philip Vinnedge was born 22-FEB 1991 in Spokane WA.  The family later moved 
to St Charles.  His parents were Dave and Julie Vinnedge.  He had two brothers; 
Corey and Jason.  He graduated from Francis Howell Central High School in 
2009 and attended Lewis and Clark Technical School while in high school.  

Philip joined the Marines right after graduation in SEP 2009.  The events of 
9/11 inspired Phillip to enlist.  He was assigned to 3rd Battalion, 5th Marine 
Regiment, 1st Marine Division.  He attended basic training at Camp Pendleton, 
CA.   

Vinnedge had tackled everything with a special focus: Boy Scouts, wrestling, 
skydiving, welding, trap shooting. It is said that he displayed the same drive as 
a Marine.  

On 13-OCT 2010 Marine Lance Cpl. Phillip D. Vinnedge, age 19, of Saint Charles, MO was killed along with 
three other 3/5 Marines in Helmand province, Afghanistan supporting Operation Enduring Freedom. 
Editor’s Note: The 3/5, also known as the Dark Horse Battalion, would suffer the highest casualty rate of 
any Marine unit during the past decade of war. From September 2010 to April 2011, 25 Marines from the 
3/5 were killed in action and 200 were wounded. 

Philip was part of combat operations in Helmand province, Afghanistan. It was his first deployment and 
he had been there for only two weeks.  Four Marines were killed by the improvised explosive device, 
roadside bomb while they were conducting mounted operations.   

The other three Marines killed: 

 Cpl. Justin J. Cain, 22, of Manitowoc, WI, was machine gunner, who enlisted in June 2007.  
 Lance Cpl. Joseph E. Rodewald, 21, of Albany, OR. Was a machine gunner, who enlisted in NOV 

2007 and was on his first combat deployment. 
 Pfc. Victor A. Dew, 20, of Granite Bay, CA. was an anti-tank assault man on his first deployment 

since he enlisted in September 2009.  

Philip was awarded the Purple Heart, Combat Action 
Ribbon, National Defense Service Medal and Global War on 
Terrorism Service Medal.  In June of 2014 the facility of the 
United States Postal Service located at 5323 Highway N in 
Cottleville, MO. was formally designated as the “Lance 
Corporal Phillip Vinnedge Post Office” in his honor.   

Philip is buried at Jefferson Barracks National Cemetery.  

  



LCpl Phillip David Vinnedge died the way he lived - serving others. Phillip was 
born February 22, 1991 in Spokane, Washington. In 1996, Phillip and his 
family moved from Spokane, Washington to St. Charles, Missouri. Phillip 
graduated from Francis Howell Central High School and also attended Lewis 
and Clark Technical School where he was named student of the year in the 
school's welding program. He was a wrestler, a 
Boy Scout, a skydiver, a competitive trap shooter 
and a welder. Above all, he was a compassionate 
person who wanted to serve others. Be it 
organizing a benefit at age 14 for the victims of 

hurricane Katrina or just offering a shoulder to a friend having a bad day, 
that is Phillip’s legacy.  On September 11, 2001, Phillip was 10 years old. That 
is when he told his parents he was going to join the military to protect his 
family and country.  

At age 18, in September of 2009, Phillip's dream was fulfilled when he 
enlisted in the United States Marine Corps. He wanted the toughest job they 
had...infantry. Phillip was assigned to an infantry unit; 3rd Battalion, 5th 
Marine Regiment, where he was trained as an Anti-Tank Missileman, better 
known as a “TOW Gunner”. 

In September of 2010, Phillip's battalion was deployed to Sangin, 
Afghanistan for Phillip’s first deployment. Two weeks later, on October 13th, 
2010 Phillip was driving the lead vehicle, a MATV, on a security patrol. Also 
in the vehicle were Cpl Justin Cain, LCpl Victor Dew, and LCpl Joe Rodewald. 
While crossing the Sangin Wadi (dry riverbed) a large IED was remotely 
detonated, killing all 4 instantly. 

Phillip’s military awards include the Purple Heart, Good Conduct Medal, Combat Action Ribbon, National 
Defense Service Medal, Afghanistan Campaign Medal, Global War on Terrorism Service Medal, Navy Sea 
Service Ribbon and NATO Medal. 

For years, Phillip talked of getting a classic Chevy truck. Prior to 
his deployment to Afghanistan, he vowed when he returned 
home he would find and restore one. Phillip was not able to fulfill 
his dream. However, in the days following his passing, the 
decision was made to make his dream come true by restoring a 
Chevy pickup in his honor.  

A 1951 Chevrolet 3100 was painstakingly restored and after 350 
hours of airbrushed artwork, it became a true memorial. The 
project was named "Fallen Hero's Dream Ride". Fallen Hero's 
Dream Ride not only honors Phillip, but also the other 24 Marines that were killed during the 3/5's seven-
month deployment. It is used to raise awareness of the sacrifices made by our military service members. 



   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


