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WARREN BERNARD BREEHER 
USMC 1942-1944 

NOTE: See related story of John Joseph Jud: 

 

Warren Bernard Breeher was born on 9-AUG 1921. His biological 
father was Joseph Breeher. His birth mother was 
Matilda Shaeffer Breeher (1897-1924).  Warren 
was informally adopted by his aunt and 
Elizabeth “Lizzy” and her husband, John Joseph 
Jud sometime in the 1920's after Warren's 
mother died and his father (Joseph William 

Breeher) was having a hard time 
raising a young child.  John & Lizzy 
did not have any children of their 
own. The 1930 Federal Census 
lists Warren as an “Adopted Son” 
living with Joseph and Elizabeth 
Judd at 325 Weiss Ave in Lemay Missouri.   

Warren registered for the draft Warren worked for 
Keuffel-Esser Company a drafting instrument and supplies company founded in 1867 out 
of New York at 817 Locust in St. Louis.  Elizabeth Judd was listed as his contact.  He lived 
at 335 Weiss in Lemay Missouri.   

Warren Bernard Breeher served in the 4th Marine Division.  He 
enlisted in the Marines in July 1942.   In October 1942, he was 
mustered with Telephone Company, Signal Battalion, Marine 
Corps Base, San Diego, California.  He was a Private.  In July 
1943, he was mustered with the 4Th Signal Company, 
Headquarters Battalion, 4Th Marine Division, Camp Lejeune, 
New River, N C.   

By January 1944, he was a Corporal and mustered with Headquarters and Service 
Company, 24Th Marines, 4Th Marine Division, San Francisco, California.  In April of 1944, 
he was a Corporal still stateside with Headquarters, 24th Infantry Regiment, 4Th Marine 
Division, San Francisco, California. 

A short time later, Warren was sent to Saipan.  This was an intense battle and for Warren, 
and likely many of the 4th Marines, their first taste of action.   
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The battle of Saipan raged from 15 June – 9 July 1944 (24 days).  On June 15, 1944, during 
the Pacific Campaign of World War II (1939-45), U.S. Marines stormed the beaches of the 
strategically significant Japanese island of Saipan, with a goal of gaining a crucial air base 
from which the U.S. could launch its new long-range B-29 bombers directly at Japan’s 
home islands facing fierce Japanese resistance.  Fighting became especially brutal and 
prolonged around Mount Tapotchau, Saipan’s highest peak, and Marines gave battle sites 
in the area names such as “Death Valley” and “Purple Heart Ridge.” After having failed to 
stop the American landing on Saipan, the Japanese army retreated to Mount Tapotchau, 
the mountain peak that dominates the island. Located at the center of Saipan, Mount 
Tapotchau is the island’s highest point, rising some 1,550 feet. When the U.S. finally 
trapped the Japanese in the northern part of the island, Japanese soldiers launched a 
massive but futile banzai charge. On July 9, the U.S. flag was raised in victory over Saipan. 

The brutal three-week Battle of Saipan resulted in more than 3,000 U.S. deaths and over 
13,000 wounded. For their part, the Japanese lost at least 27,000 soldiers, by some 
estimates. On July 9, when Americans declared the battle over, thousands of Saipan’s 
civilians, terrified by Japanese propaganda that warned they would be killed by U.S. 
troops, leapt to their deaths from the high cliffs at the island’s northern end. 

Warren was killed in action on 7-JULY 1944, on Saipan, Northern Mariana Islands.  He was 
23 years old.  Warren was found at his post in a water-soaked fox hole on the eastern 
slope of Mount Tapotchau. He died of a gunshot wound to the chest. His comrades 
reported on finding him, that Warren went down fighting.  He was apparently killed by 
the deceased sniper who lied nearby in the underbrush.  The Japanese sniper was 
clutching the dirt and his helmet was ripped by a bullet hole.   

A memorial service was held on Saturday 16th 1944 at St. Andrew Church for Warren.  
Warren had been a member of the choir before going into service. Warren Bernard 
Breeher is buried in Jefferson Barracks Nation Cemetery in St Louis, Missouri.  Warren’s 
foster parents, John and Lizzy Breeher are buried in Jefferson Barracks a short distance 
away. 
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The newspaper account of his death reads: 
LEMAY MAN FOUND KILLED AT POST, DEAD SNIPER NEAR 

At dawn of July 7 Marine Corporal Warren Breeher of St. Louis County Missouri was found dead at his post. 
His water soaked, shallow fox hole on the Eastern slope of Mount Tapochau still sheltered the clues his Marine 
comrades pieced together to prove he had gone down fighting. He was slumped over a C ration box set up as a 
makeshift stool to reach the keys of his portable field switchboard. In the underbrush, an enemy sniper lay 
clutching the dirt, his helmet ripped by a bullet.  On the top page of Corporal Breeher’s pad was a completed 
coded message. The last pencil mark tapered down in a long, jagged streak off the corner of the page.  The 
marine still held fast to the switchboard plug.  He had put his last call through. Corporal Breeher was 23 years 
old lived and with his and Mrs. Elizabeth Judd,  335 Wise Ave., Lemay Missouri. 
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During WWII, these “Voice-O-Gram” records were produced by the USO, in affiliation 
with organizations such as the Pepsi Cola Company and Gem Safety Razor Corp.  They 
were printed on wax and paper records using a recording booth where the sitter 
would talk while the machine “cut” their voice into the record. The soldiers sent them 
home to their families. Warren sent two such records to his dear friend, Dorothy 
Puettmann. It is very likely these were the last times anyone of Warren’s family heard 
his voice.  One of Warren’s closing remarks was. “we’re doing the best we can.” 

They are on display at the St. Charles County Veterans Museum. 


