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ALVIS ELMO HINTON LLOYD 
US ARMY 1942-1945 

Alvis Elmo Hinton Lloyd was born on 13-JUL 1922, in St Louis, 
Missouri.   His father was Alvis Elmo Hinton Lloyd (1884-1968) 
and his mother Margaret Helen Swoboda (1898-1946). He had 
one brother: Lyle (1930-2020) and one sister: Edna (1919-
1991).  The 1930 and 1940 Federal Census indicates Alvis lived 
at 8729 Argyle Avenue in St. Louis.     

Alvis registered for the draft on 27-JUN 1942 and later enlisted 
on 2-DEC 1942 at Jefferson Barrack in St. Louis.   He was 20.  His 
records reflect he had four years of high school and was an 
employee of Southwestern Bell Telephone.  He was classified 
as Semiskilled mechanics 

and repairmen.  His service number was 17161572.  
Because of his experience working at Southwestern 
Bell, Alvis was placed in the Signal Corps.   

The Signal Corps Laboratories were responsible for 
designing and developing much of the 
communications equipment used by American 
forces in World War II. More than ever before, 
success in combat depended on good 
communications. Commanders using field radios could maintain continuous contact with 
their troops during rapid advances. At its peak strength in the fall of 1944, the Signal Corps 
comprised over 350,000 officers and men, more than six times as many as had served in 
the first World War. 

The Signal Corps had responsibility for one of the most important, newest systems used 
during World War II – radar. Developed out of the Signal Corps Laboratories at Fort 
Monmouth, Army radar was first successfully demonstrated in 1937. Radar sets were in 
place in Pearl Harbor in December 1941 and detected the incoming Japanese 
bombardment, but unfortunately, the warnings were disregarded. Radar received much 
of the credit with turning the tide of WWII, affecting the outcome of two key 
engagements: the Battle of Britain and the Battle of the Atlantic. The Japanese in the 
Pacific theater had distinct disadvantage as they were without radar, while the Allied 
ships were equipped with early warning radar.  
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His daughter Gail told the museum, “While serving in the Signal Corps, they were friendly 
with the local farmers and helped them with farming tasks.”  Alvis attained the rank of 
Staff Sergeant.  He was discharged on 31-DEC 1945.   

It is likely Alvis earned the following medals and commendations: 

 World War II Victory Medal 
 Army Good Conduct Medal 
 American Defense Medal 

After being discharged, Alvis went back to work at Southwestern Bell Telephone.  He was 
a construction foreman.  Besides working for Southwestern Nell, Alvis was the director of 
St. Charles County Cattleman’s Association, a member of American Legion Post 323, and 
VFW Post in New Melle.   

He married Ruth Jeanette Barbier (1927-1995) on 10-MAY 1947 in Overland, Missouri. 
They had three children during their marriage: Gail, Susan, and Philip. They were married 
for 49 years.   The 1950 Federal Census lists Alvis and Ruth living in St. Charles two miles 
northeast of Foristell.  After retiring from Southwestern Bell, Alvis began farming.   

Alvis E. H. Lloyd died on 4-OCT 1996, in Foristell, Missouri, at the age of 74.  He buried 
beside his wife of 48 years at Saint Charles Memorial Gardens in St Charles, Missouri. 


