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Ray L. Sternke was born 11-MAY 1896 in Brookfield, Missouri.  His father was Charles 
Ferdinand Sternke (1867–1955) and his mother was Lottie Lee Libby (1870-1945).  Ray 
had one older sister; Pearl.  In 1910, at the age of 13, Ray lived on Peck Street in Brookfield 
with his parents.   

When Ray registered for the draft in 1917, he listed 
his occupation as “mechanic”.  Ray enlisted 18-SEP 
1917 and served as a Sergeant in Company 18th 1st 
A.S.M. Reg Inf 77th Aviation Regiment in World War I.  
He left for France from Hoboken NJ on 9-FEB 1918 on 
ship Number 36.  He was listed as a Sergeant First 
Class with Company 18, First Motor Mechanics 
Regiment, Signal Corps.   

General John J. Pershing, who was born halfway 
between Laclede and Brookfield, came and inspected 
Ray’s unit one day and asked to meet the soldiers 
from Missouri.  When Ray introduced himself to 
Pershing, the General asked him where he was from.  
He responded, “Brookfield, Sir.”  Pershing replied, “I 

knew a Charles Sternke from Brookfield.”  At 
which point, Ray Sternke said, “Yes sir, that’s 
my father!”  Pershing grew up next to what 
then was the Burlington Railroad at a crossing 
named “Needles” which was the name of his 
horse.  Pershing got to know many of the 
railroad people there, one of whom was Ray’s 
father, and David Rose’s great grandfather, 
Charles Ferdinand Sternke. 

At the end of the war, Ray left Europe from St Nazaire, France on 20-APR 1919 on the USS 
Finland, arriving in Hoboken NJ on 30-APR 1919.  The ship manifest describes the 142 
passengers (soldiers) aboard as “sick and wounded.”  The manifest also lists Ray’s home 
as incorrectly as Brookfield, Montana.  
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On 20-MAR 1922 Ray married Genevieve Brandt, in Long Beach, California. The wedding 
announcement read, “Immediately after the wedding the couple left for Brookfield 
Missouri, which will be their future home.”  They had two children during their marriage: 
Myrl and Marilyn.  Genevieve died in 1995.  Ray is referenced in pension records dated 
1966  as having been in the railroad industry. 

In 1940 Ray registered for what was known as the “Old Man’s Draft.”  At that time, he 
was employed by the U.S. Post Office.  After the United States entered World War II, a 
new Selective Service Act required that all men between the ages of 18 and 64 register 
for the draft. The Fourth Registration, or Old Man’s Registration, was held on 27-APR 
1942. The purpose of this registration was to collect information on the industrial capacity 
and skills of men who were born between 27-APR 1877 and 16-FEB 1897 (ages 45 to 64). 
It was not intended that these men be drafted into military service but to determine if 
their labor skills could be used in the war effort. The registration would provide a 
complete inventory of manpower resources in the United States. The men had to fill out 
an extensive questionnaire.   

In 1950 Ray and Genevieve lived on Brookfield Avenue in Brookfield.  Their father was 
living with them at the time.  Ray retired from the Post Office according to his death 
certificate. 

Roy Libby Sternke died 20-AUG 1966 and is buried in Rock Hill Cemetery in Brookfield 
Missouri, his lifetime home.   

Sgt Ray L Sternke leading the Armistice Day Parade in Brookfield MO 1919 Ray (on left) October 1917, Camp Funston, Kansas 


