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Arthur “Art” Galvan was born 8-NOV 1957 in Newport Beach, 
California.  His parents were Ramon and Doris Galvan.  He had three 
brothers: Raymond, Gary, and Larry and one sister: Terry.   

He grew up on Capitol Street on the Westside and attended Wilson 
Elementary School, Rea Junior High and Estancia High School, 
graduating in 1975.  Art was an Eagle Scout, was active in student 
government, and played varsity football.  After two years at Biola 
College, he joined the United States Air Force, where he served as an 
airman for the combat control team at Hurlburt Field, Florida.  He 
was discharged in 1980 and entered officer training.   

At the age of twenty-two, he was accepted into the ROTC program at Troy State University 
in Alabama, where he served as corps commander.  He married Suzanna Christine 
Randolph 5-MAY 1979.  Tapped as a rising star, 
Art Galvan received his BA in Business 
Administration and the honors of Distinguished 
Graduate with a commission as Second 
Lieutenant on 3-FEB 1983. From there, Art and 
his family relocated to Mather Air Force Base in 
Sacramento, California.  After one year at Mather 
A.F.B., he received his wings!  A year later, the 
family moved to Davis Monthan Air Force Base in 
Tucson AZ where Art served as a navigator 
aboard the EC-130H.  While in Tucson, he 
received a private pilot’s license. 

Art was promoted to rank of captain in 1989 while stationed at Hurlburt Air Force Base, 
Fort Walton Beach Florida, serving as Fire Control officer on the AC-130 gunship.  While 
at Hurlburt, Art received his MA in International Relations and completed Squadron 
Officers School. In 1989, he participated in Operation Just Cause.  The 16th Special 
Operations Squadron, was stationed at Hurlburt Field when they embarked for the Middle 
East.  Operation Desert Storm was Art Galvan's second taste of combat. His Spectre 
gunship had played a key role in Operation Just Cause, the US invasion of Panama in 1989, 
that ousted dictator Manuel Antonio Noriega. (Editor’s note: The AC130 was used in the 

Art with son Jason, in front of the same plane that he was 
later shot down in.  

High School photo 
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abortive attempt to rescue hostages held at the U.S. Embassy in Tehran in 1980. The 
AC130 was again in action in the December 1989, invasion of Panama, spearheading the 
attack by knocking out Panamanian leader Manuel Noriega's military headquarters. In 
1990, the AC130 was again to see combat in Operation Desert Storm.) 

About the AC130 

The Lockheed AC-130 gunship is a heavily armed, long-endurance, 
ground-attack variant of the C-130 Hercules transport, fixed-wing 
aircraft. It carries a wide array of ground-attack weapons that are 
integrated with sophisticated sensors, navigation, and fire-control 
systems. The aircraft is used as transport, tanker, gunship, drone 
controller, airborne battlefield command and control center, weather 
reconnaissance craft, electronic reconnaissance platform, search, 
rescue and recovery craft. In the hands of the “trash haulers”, as the crews of Tactical Air 
Command transports styled themselves, the C130 proved the most valuable airlift 
instrument in the Southeast Asia conflict. The Spectre missions, especially those of the 
Special Operations Squadrons, are often classified missions. Gunships are used to attack 
tanks and other vehicles as well as stationary ground targets, mostly used under cover of 
night when the four-engine turboprops are harder to spot, even at low altitudes. The AC-
130H were nicknamed “Ghost Riders” because they flew exclusively at night because they 
were vulnerable during the daytime.   

Desert Storm 1991 

As fire-control officer of an AC-130H Spectre gunship, Arthur Galvan was in charge of 
selecting Iraqi targets for the heavily armed turboprop to hammer in the opening days of 
Operation Desert Storm. On 31-JAN 1991, while attacking a FROG missile system (Editor’s 
note: This system has ballistic missiles 25-30 feet long and 2-3 feet in diameter, with had 
ranges of 20-45 miles and could be nuclear-armed.) in Iraqi-occupied Kuwait Captain 
Arthur Galvan was killed in action.  

Around dawn on Jan. 31, the AC-130H, dubbed “Spirit O3” 
for the mission, was told the Iraqi missile battery was a 
threat to US forces. The crew moved in on the target but 
apparently was hit by ground fire. The plane gave only a 
single terse “mayday” distress call before dropping into the 
Persian Gulf. Other aircraft heard the “mayday” distress call, 
but there was no indication of what caused the aircraft to 
crash. Search and rescue teams were unable to reach the 
aircraft's location to recover any who may have survived. 

This photo was printed from undeveloped 
film found in a camera that was returned 

with Art’s personal effects. 
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The crew of the aircraft were equipped with hand-held survival radios, even though a 
newer version, the AN-PRC-68, might enhance survival chances. The plane was later 

discovered on March 4 about a half-mile offshore. 

The families were notified on the following day that 
the aircraft was down and that all aboard were 
Missing in Action. Suzanna received a call from a 
neighbor that an AC-130 went down.  On that day, 
Art’s son Jason was home sick from school, a very rare 
occasion, when looking out the bay window Jason and 
Geri, Suzanna’s prayer partner, spotted an Official Air 
Force car pull up in front of the house.  Geri started 
crying, “Oh no, oh no!”  The car contained an Air Force 
officer and chaplain who delivered the message that 
Art was missing in action.  Based on the knowledge 

that the flight engineer had transmitted a “mayday”, and later news that over a dozen 
prisoners had been released, the family remained in front of the television over the next 
thirty days hoping for news. (Editor’s note: The Iraqis had stated that Coalition prisoners 
of war would be used as “human shields” to protect their important military sites from 
attack by Allied forces. Amidst clearly inflated shoot-down reports issued by the Iraqis, and 
reluctance by the Pentagon to release premature information, observers wait for news of 
missing and captured military personnel, speculating on the treatment they will receive as 
prisoners if they are captured.)   

His wife Suzanna would say, “Because of his extensive survival training, if anyone could 
make it, it was Art.”  On 6-MAR 1991, another official car drove up in front of the family 
home.   This time the news was less hopeful.  The plane had been located under fifty feet 
of water, broken in half; there were no survivors, and the crew was killed in action.   
Suzanna and Jason had a several family and friends around them when they received the 
news.  Suzanna remembers, “I fainted.”   

Several weeks later remains were brought back to Dover Air Force Base and the Air Force 
informed the families of its intention to bury the collective remains in a location in the 
central United States with one collective funeral.  The families of Spirit 03 disputed this 
arrangement and finally helped to bring about the first apportionment of collection 
remains in history. A portion of the unidentifiable remains was provided to each family 
by the Mortuary Affairs Office, and each family had private funerals. 

Capt. Galvan in his barracks days before his death. 
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Captain Arthur Galvan and 13 others were posthumously awarded the Silver Star, the 
military's third-highest decoration for bravery. Captain Arthur Galvan earned the 
following awards: 

 Silver Star 
 Purple Heart 
 Southwest Asia Service Medal 
 Kuwait Liberation Medal 

Silver Star 

GENERAL ORDERS: Department of the Air Force, U.S. Central Air 
Forces, Special Order GA-007 (April 19, 1991) 

CITATION: 

The President of the United States of America, authorized by Act of 
Congress, July 9, 1918 (amended by act of July 25, 1963), takes pride 
in presenting the Silver Star (Posthumously) to Captain Arthur Galvan, 
United States Air Force, for gallantry in connection with military 
operations against the forces of the Republic of Iraq, while serving as 
Fire Control Officer of AC-130H Spectre Gunship “Spirit 03”, of the 16th 
Special Operations Squadron, U.S. Air Force Special Operations 
Command, in action near the Kuwaiti border while supporting U.S. 
Marine Corps operations during the first Iraq offensive, on 31 January 
1991. On that date, while performing an Operation DESERT STORM AC-
130H armed reconnaissance mission, Captain Galvan was tasked to 
engage a free rocket over ground missile site. As the fire control officer, 
Captain Galvan monitored all weapon systems and upon his 
confirmation of the target the pilot began firing 40 and 105 millimeter 
munitions at the missiles. While engaging the target, the aircrew 
received heavy fire from numerous anti-aircraft artillery fire sites. His 
courageous and aggressive attack continued while under unceasing 
anti-aircraft artillery fire preventing a missile attack on allied coalition 
forces. The actions of Captain Galvan aided the allied forces in repelling 
the Iraqi Army incursion south into the Saudi Arabia border town of 
Khafji. The professional competence, aerial skill, and devotion to duty 
displayed by Captain Galvan in the dedication of this service to his 
country reflect great credit upon himself and the United States Air 
Force. 
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U.S. Air Force Capt. Arthur Galvan He was honored at memorial services in Orange County 
and at Florosa Baptist Church near Fort Walton Beach. He was buried May 11 at the Fort 
Barrancas military cemetery, near Pensacola. A street in Hurlburt Field, FL has been 
named after Captain Galvan.  

Published April 9, 2021 
by Senior Airman Miranda Mahoney,  
1st Special Operations Wing Public Affairs   
HURLBURT FIELD, Fla. --   
Operation Desert Storm, Jan. 31, 1991. AC-130H Spectre, Spirit 03, tail number 696567, 
had been raining hellfire on enemy combatants into the early hours of the morning. As 
dawn slowly brightened the dark skies, the Spectre began its return to base when the crew 
valorously turned back toward the fight to provide critical air support to U.S. Marines on 
the ground. A single Iraqi surface-to-air missile launched at the gunship, bringing the 
aircraft down. All 14 Air Commandos lost their lives. 

 

Remembering Arthur Galvan 

Many years have passed since Arthur Galvan’s death and the memories of his lost son are 
buried deep inside Ramon Galvan’s psyche. At times, he will unlock those emotions and 
let them overwhelm him. He’ll drive down to Fairview Park, where the city had erected a 

memorial plaque in honor of Arthur, and spend some 
time there, praying.  But Galvan says this war with Iraq 
is just too painful to watch, and the death of Garibay last 
month just brings back too many memories. Galvan said 
he feels sorry for the Garibay family.  “I went through a 
lot of pain and I’m sure they are going through a lot of 
pain now,” he said. “I don’t even know much about this 
war.  I work all the time. I don’t watch the news.” 

But what he knows, Ramon Galvan says, is that both his 
son and Garibay fought for a noble cause. “Nothing comes easy,” he said. “Freedom 
doesn’t come easy. My son died defending and fighting for something he believed in.”  
Galvan said his son “chose his life.”  “He wanted to be in the service,” he said. “I couldn’t 
afford his education. The government was going to get him educated.”  Former Costa 
Mesa Mayor Peter Buffa, who was on the City Council at the time of Arthur Galvan’s death 
and proposed the plaque and memorial service for him, said for him, 12 years later, “it 
feels like deja vu all over again.” Buffa himself is a former Air Force officer.  “Arthur served 
his country very well,” he said. “He remains a great source of pride for Costa Mesa.”  
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“I don’t know what happened or how it happened,” he said. “I’ve learned to accept it. I 
just pray to God and try to live with it.”  Galvan says he seeks solace in the belief that his 
son was destined to die just the way he did.  “I believe that the day you’re gonna die, 
you’re gonna die,” he said. “Whether you’re here or anywhere else. If it’s your time, it’s 
your time.” 

Arthur Galvan would be the only person born and raised in Orange County to die in the 
Persian Gulf war. His brother, Ray, of Newport Beach, said this will be a special Memorial 
Day for him.  “We always had respect for the day and put out the flag,” Ray Galvan said. 
“But it changes your perspective when you have someone who died. You kind of took it 
for granted what these people had done for the country. I'm glad they are honored.”  

There are plaques honoring Galvan on a wall in the Social Science Department at Estancia 
High School Costa Mesa California, and near a tree at adjacent Fairview Park, where a 
memorial service was held for him on March 23, 1991. It included a 21-gun salute and 
was attended by city officials and dozens of former high school classmates. 

“If you were sad, he would cheer you,” his uncle, Art Delgado, said during the memorial 
service. “If you were happy, he would increase that happiness. If you wanted to sing, he 
would grab his guitar and play with you.”  

Sometime after the tragedy, at Little Rock Air Force Base, Arkansas, the names of those 
fallen Air Commandos were carefully arranged beneath pieces of Spirit 03 memorabilia 
and placed in a sturdy frame. But the frame was left untouched for some time, and a thin 
layer of dust coated the glass. More than 20 years later while helping renovate the old 
Airman Leadership School building, Senior Airman Vincent Chandler, an aerial delivery 
supervisor with the 19th Logistics Readiness Squadron at Little Rock Air Force Base, 
spotted the frame out of the corner of his eye. He was captivated by the vibrant photo of 
an AC-130H Spectre gunship flying against a sherbet-colored sunset. “I’ve always had a 
fascination with gunships and aviation,” said Chandler. “It had the awesome picture, and 
it also had all the names of the crew, so I thought it looked like a cool dedication piece. I 
just couldn’t let it be thrown away. It looked too good to not be displayed somewhere.” 
With permission from his ALS instructors, Chandler took the dedication piece home where 
he proudly displayed it in his garage. It served as a good reminder to expand his career 
goals and do what he had always dreamed of: fly. 

Little did he know, four years later he would cross-train to become a special missions 
aviator with, as luck would have it, the 73rd Special Operations Squadron as a technical 
sergeant at the same location Spirit 03 was based out of, Hurlburt Field, Florida, and fulfill 
his dream. Chandler knew the piece deserved to be displayed somewhere other than his 
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home and thought it was only fitting to showcase it in the squadron. Lt. Col. Clifton 
Johnson, 73rd SOS commander, agreed. 

“It is extremely important that each generation remembers and honors those that came 
before us, and I am grateful that Tech. Sgt. Chandler has ensured the unit will have a 
constant reminder of the sacrifices and contributions of these courageous individuals for 
years to come,” said Johnson. To commemorate that fateful day exactly 30 years later, 
members from the 73rd SOS gathered in the commander’s conference room to hang the 
framed dedication piece in its rightful place, the first operational AC-130J Ghostrider 
gunship squadron, and serve as a new reminder to ... 

Never forget: 

 Maj. Paul Weaver, Pilot 
 Capt. Cliff Bland, Co-Pilot 
 Capt. Arthur Galvan, Fire Control Officer 
 Capt. William Grimm, Navigator 
 Capt. Dixon Walters, Electronic Warfare Officer  
 Senior Master Sgt. Paul Buege, IR  
 Senior Master Sgt. James May, Aerial Gunner 
 Tech. Sgt. Robert Hodges, Aerial Gunner 
 Tech. Sgt. John Oelschlager, Aerial Gunner 
 Staff Sgt. John Blessinger, TV 
 Staff Sgt. Timothy Harrison, Aerial Gunner 
 Staff Sgt. Damon Kanuha, Flight Engineer 
 Staff Sgt. Mark Schmauss, IO 
 Sergeant Barry Clark, Aerial Gunner 
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