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US AMY NURSE CORPS 1937-1946 

Beulah “Peggy” Greenwalt was born 6 Dec 1911 in Idaho.  Her 
father was Samuel Grant Greenwalt (1864-1942) and her mother 
was Carolina Ann Stuber (1869-1946).  Beulah had two sisters: 
Alma and Mabel, and three brothers: Lloyd, Clyde, and Cloyd.   
One of Peggy’s sisters lived in St. Louis.  Her mother, and father 
lived near Rolla Missouri.  Beulah studied Nursing in New 
Mexico. Her sister described Peggy as “one who would try 
anything.” As a 20-year-old graduate of a nursing college, she 
was told by a friend to “join the Army to see the world.” After 
Beulah went into the nurse service, she adopted the nickname 
Peggy because of confusion with another family member.  
Beulah enlisted 22 Sep 1937.  She arrived on Corregidor in June 
1941 and served as a general duty nurse at Fort Mills.  She was 

on Corregidor when Pearl Harbor was bombed.   

Manila was evacuated and Bataan fell in the Philippines.  All the nurses made their way 
to Corregidor by 9-APR 1942.  They worked in a 
makeshift hospital known as Malinta Tunnel.  
The tunnel system was a complex built by the 
United States Army Corps of Engineers.  It was 
initially used as a bomb-proof storage and 
personnel bunker but was later equipped as a 
1,000-bed hospital.  Maude Davison and Josie 
Nesbit now commanded eighty-five Army 
nurses, twenty-six Filipino nurses, one Navy 
nurse, and dozens of civilian women living and 
working among them.   

Now that Bataan had fallen, the Japanese turned all their might towards the small island 
of Corregidor.  On 5-MAY 1942, the Japanese landed more assault troops and tanks.  The 
final assault on Corregidor was building.  In the tunnels, Maude Davison and Josie Nesbit 
huddled trying figure out how to safeguard their staff.  Throughout the night, men came 
to the hospital and bid the women farewell.  At 14:00 hours, General Wainwright, fearing 
great loss of life, including the approximately 1000 wounded men in Malinta Tunnel, 
surrendered all the forces, including the nurses on Corregidor on 6-MAY 1942.   
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Santo Tomas Internment Camp 

The nurses, including 2nd Lt. Beulah “Peggy” Greenwalt, became prisoners of the 
Japanese. They were sent to the Santo Tomas Civilian Internment Camp.  When the 
women arrived at Santo Tomas, they were whisked down a hall into a room where the 
guards registered them and searched their bundles and bags.  As a guard rummaged 
through Peggy Greenwalt’s gear, he came upon a brightly colored piece of silk and pulled 
it from her bag.  Peggy tried to fight off her panic, for in his hands the guard was holding 
an American Battle Flag of the Twelfth Regimental Quartermaster Corps.  The day 
Corregidor fell, Lt. Colonel Frank F. Kriwanek, leader of the quartermasters, gave 
Greenwalt the flag and made her promise to bring it home.  Now Peggy Greenwalt and 
others were frozen in fear.  Would the flag anger their captors and bring reprisals?  The 
guard held the pennant up, studying it.  He was clearly perplexed by the insignia of the 
bald eagle with arrows in its claws on a field of red and gold.  Then Greenwalt got a bolt 
from the blue.  She rushed forward, grabbed the flag from the guard’s hands, and draped 
it over her shoulder as if it were a shawl.  With a little bit of posturing, and a little strut in 
her step, she acted as if she was showing off the latest in women’s fashion.  Her 
impromptu performance amused her captors, and as it turned out, preserved a battle flag 
that was very dear to many men.   

A letter from the War Department first reached her mother, Carolina Greenwalt of Rolla 
MO, in February 1943 informing her that her daughter was imprisoned by the Japanese 
in the Philippines.  Disease and starvation were rampant in the camp and many nurses 
fell ill. There, Josie Nesbit and Maude Davison ran the internment camp hospital from 
August 1942 to February 1945.  For the next two years, Davison and Nesbit maintained 
the nurses' morale by establishing routines, despite their imprisonment, requiring the 
nurses to work four-hour shifts every day. Josie took care of the nurses, finding pieces of 
cloth for underwear and tiny pieces of meat to provide them with extra protein.   

In January 1945, Allied forces regained control over the Philippine Islands. On 3-FEB 1945, 
all through the night, the prisoners of Santo Tomas listened to the sounds of shelling and 
explosion across the city.  Some internees reported they had a funny feeling.  Many 
noticed large barrels placed under the central staircase in the main building.  Rose Rieper 
also of St. Louis looked at the “stuff” near the barrels and thought it was kerosene.  She 
and others were convinced the commandant was going to blow up Santo Tomas 
Internment Camp.  Minnie Breese saw the barrels and the kerosene-soaked wicks under 
the stairway and thought, “they’re going to blow us up!”  

The U.S. Eighth Calvary Regiment liberated Santo Tomas on 3-FEB 1945.  All the 3,700 
prisoners of war were liberated shortly thereafter, including the 77 nurses.  All the nurses 
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had survived, despite the challenges they had experienced.  Less than an hour after the 
nurses were freed, many of them were caring for the wounded troops which opened the 
gates at Santo Tomas.  

Leaving Santo Tomas 

On 12-FEB 1945, the nurses were 
packing and saying goodbyes.  Peggy 
Greenwalt carefully folded the Twelfth 
Regimental Quartermaster Corps flag 
that Lt. Colonel Frank F. Kriwanek had 
given her and was going to carry it 
home.  Peggy had taken a great risk in 
grabbing the flag from her captor when 
she arrived almost three years ago and 
was going to make good on her 
promise.  While imprisoned on Santo 
Tomas, Peggy had endured harsh 
conditions and near starvation.   

Landing in St. Louis 

Peggy arrived at Lambert St. Louis Airport on 2-MAR 1945.  On March 3rd the St. Louis 
Post-Dispatch reported, “A pretty brunette, smartly attired in a new uniform, Lieutenant 
Greenwalt appeared tired but in good health as she was greeted in Lambert St. Louis Field 
by her sister Mrs. Jason King of South Spring Avenue and her brother Cloyd Greenwalt of 
Rolla Missouri.”  The article continued, “Today she was at the bedside of her seriously ill 
mother at Licking Missouri after arriving in St. Louis last night.  Her mother, ill with heart 
disease for many months and living on hope of seeing her daughter again, was reported 
cheered by Lt. Greenwalt’s homecoming after an absence of almost four years.”  

The Poplar Bluff Republican reported on 8-MAR 1945, “Peggy was enroute to the beside 
of her mother.”  Her sister, Mrs. Jason King was quoted as saying, “we were told we can 
expect mother’s death at any time.”  And “my mother’s determination has kept her 
living.” 

An American Hero 

Later in October 1945, Lieutenant Colonel Frank F. Kriwanek, imprisoned by the Japanese 
for nearly three and a half years, was quoted in an article on 21-OCT 1945 St. Louis Post-
Dispatch article, “I owe my life to this girl.  While I and many other Americans were slowly 
starving and dying of disease at Cabanatuan, she smuggled food to us, medicine and 
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money from Santo Tomas that kept us alive.”  Colonel Kriwanek and Peggy first met at 
Corregidor before Pearl Harbor.  Peggy hid his regimental flag throughout her internment 
in Santo Tomas.   

Peggy was married 9-JUN 1946 to Bruce Walcher. Bruce was a Bataan Death March 
survivor. They did not meet as prisoners. The ceremony took place at Fitzsimmons 
Hospital in Denver Colorado where Walcher was bedridden.  They had two children, 
Donald and Diane. 

Peggy Greenwalt was discharged 6 Nov 1946. It is likely she received the following awards: 

 Bronze Star Medal 
 World War II Victory Medal 
 American Defense Service Medal 
 Asiatic-Pacific Campaign Medal 
 Distinguished Unit Badge 
 Presidential Unit Ribbon w/two Oak Leaf Clusters 
 Philippine Defense Ribbon w/one Bronze Service Star 
 Philippine Liberation Ribbon w/one Bronze Service Star 
 American Campaign Medal 
 Philippine Independence Ribbon 
 Legion of Merit 
 POW Ribbon 

Reflecting on her time on Corregidor Peggy said, “After Bataan fell, the Japanese started 
bombing and shelling day and night,” she recalled for a 1983 article. “It was horrible!” 
Most military operations on the island moved to Corregidor's Malinta Tunnel, and it was 
there that the nurses and more than 1,000 patients were captured in May 1942. “They 
didn't know what to think about us,” she recalled of her Japanese captors. “They didn't 
expect any women.”  

She was made a heroine in a William L. White book, “They Were Expendable.” The book 
became a 1945 movie in which Donna Reed played “Peggy” and starred with John Wayne 
and Robert Montgomery. “It's a good story, but it's not me at all,” Walcher said in a 
January 1946 interview. “The romance -- well, I guess the movie and books always have 
to have some love interest.”  

In 1983 she was a guest of the Veterans Administration and met with President Ronald 
Reagan on National POW/MIA Recognition Day.   
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Beulah “Peggy” Greenwalt Walcher died 22-FEB 1993 in Santa Clara, California.  Burial 
details are unknown.   

Our thanks to author Elizabeth M. Norman author of the book, WE BAND OF ANGELS.  
THE UNTOLD STORY OF AMERICAN WOMEN TRAPPED ON BATAAN.   


