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John Andrew Marshall was born 10-NOV 1914 in St. Louis 
MO.  He was killed in action on 7-DEC 1941 during the 
attack on Pearl Harbor.  His father was Thomas Marshall 
(1885-1961) and his mother was Mary M. Moran (1880-
1962).  He had one brother: Leo, and five sisters: Elizabeth, 
Mary Bernice, Mary Rosary, Marcella, and Theresa.  The 
family lived in Overland MO and were members of All 
Saints Parish.  John attended McBride High School in St. 
Louis, MO.  He withdrew at the end of his junior year in 
1938 and enlisted in the Navy.  He joined the Navy as a 
Water Tender 2nd Class on the USS Downes (DD-375) a 
Mahan-class destroyer. 

USS Downes was launched 22-APR 1936 
by Norfolk Navy Yard with Commander 
C. H. Roper in command.  In April 1940, 
Pearl Harbor became her home port.  

 

From the After-Action Report 

“At the time of the surprise attack of 
Japanese aircraft on fleet units in Pearl 
Harbor 7-DEC 1941 the U.S.S. Downes 
was docked in drydock No. 1, Navy Yard, 
Pearl Harbor. The Downes and Cassin occupied the southern end of the dock with 
the Downes to starboard. The Pennsylvania occupied the remainder of the dock 
astern of the two destroyers.  The ship was receiving steam, electricity, fresh and 
salt water from Navy Yard sources. Many of the officers, including the captain, and 
men were on shore leave.  A total of 142 enlisted men and five officers on board at 
the time of the attack.   

During the first hour the Downes was untouched. The first attacks were made by 
torpedo planes against the battleships. These were followed a few minutes later by 
horizontal bombing attacks on the battleships. During these attacks the Downes 



2 
 

opened fire with machine guns, but the range was too great for effectiveness and 
fire was stopped.  At about 0850, there was a lull of some six minutes.  

Lieutenant (JG) Parker, the duty and senior officer on board was asked at this time 
if the Downes was ready for the dock to be flooded. After a quick check, he replied 
in the affirmative. Shortly thereafter, dive bombers attacked the ship. Three dive 
bombers came from the Southeast in a steep dive. They were immediately taken 
under fire by the forward and after machine gunners. Attempt was being made to 
get 5-inch gun No. 3 on the horizontal bombers attacking the battleships. Almost 
simultaneously with the first bomb hit, this gun got off one shot at the horizontal 
bombers. At 0827 the dive bombers dropped an incendiary bomb, which hit in the 
drydock between the Cassin and Downes about abreast of gun No. 4. Two men were 
killed outright. Fire enveloped the after part of the ship instantaneously. The diesel 
fuel oil tank was ruptured and set afire, and the emergency diesel generator 
stopped. The ship was now without power or lights. Flames spread very rapidly 
covering the after-deck house and gun shelters. The heat was intense. The 
incendiary material used was described as a yellowish-green liquid. Fire hoses were 
quickly manned by the repair party and gun crews aft and water turned on the 
flames. The initial flow of water was inadequate; after this had been corrected, it 
was found that water was ineffective, spreading rather than reducing the fire. 

It was soon evident that the fire was out of control. The engine room was 
abandoned at 0912. Lieutenant (JG) Parker ordered the abandonment of the after 
part of the ship, however the flames were already driving the men off the ship. 
Orders were given to flood the after magazines, but it is not known whether this 
was accomplished or not. A few seconds later, at about 0920, the situation then 
being hopeless, Lieutenant (JG) Parker gave orders for all hands to abandon ship. 
Shortly after orders had been given to abandon ship another incendiary bomb hit 
between the Cassin and Downes abreast the bridge structure setting the 
quarterdeck and the forward part of the Downes afire. Lieutenant (JG) Parker 
attempted to make a personal check to see that all men were off the ship but was 
prevented from doing so by the flames and was forced to leave himself. The flames, 
fed by diesel and fuel oil as well as the painted surfaces of the ship, and fanned by 
the wind, swept diagonally across the ship, setting it on fire from bow to stern. 

Most of the men escaped over the brow which was located on the 02 deck just 
forward of the chart house but some men, finding themselves trapped aft, were 
forced to escape over the sides into the drydock. As the last survivors were leaving 
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the ship a bomb, believed to be a small high explosive one, struck the bridge 
completely destroying the director platform, bridge, and chart house. 

Having released their bombs, the Japanese then made a strafing attack on 
personnel on the dock, but none were injured. Upon completion of these strafing 
attacks, some of the Downes men proceeded to the windward side of the dock to 
man yard fire hoses, others assisted in removing the wounded to the hospital or first 
aid stations, while several others, including two gunner's mates proceeded to the 
Marine Barracks to assist in giving out arms and ammunition. Two of the latter 
obtained guns and ammunition and returned to take up stations where they might 
fire on attacking planes. 

Soon after the ship was abandoned, a terrific explosion occurred amidships, at 
torpedo tube number 3. After the fire had been extinguished it was discovered that 
the warheads in tube 3 had blown up leaving a large hole in the side and main deck 
in the vicinity of the tube mount and demolishing the number 2 stack. Fragments of 
the tube mount were found on the bow of the U.S.S. Pennsylvania. 

The powder in the forward magazines blew out through the sides of the ship, 
however most of the projectiles and the .50 caliber ammunition in the forward 
magazines were apparently unharmed. 

The men who manned the hoses on the 
dock displayed unusual courage. Some 
of these men had already been badly 
burned on the ship and were later 
hospitalized. The 5” ammunition in the 
gun shelters exploded, sending out 
frequent showers of metal fragments in 
all directions. Lieutenant (JG) Parker and 
several men tending hoses were injured 
by these fragments. The explosions 
became so dangerous that, for a few 
minutes, it was necessary to abandon 
the hoses, which, however, were futile 
against the fire at that time. Later the 
hoses were concentrated on the sterns 
of the two ships to save the depth 
charges. One depth charge of the 

Downes dropped into the dock, but all others were later removed, apparently in a 
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serviceable condition. The torpedo warheads on the torpedoes in mounts number 1 
and 2 melted off. 

Flooding of the dock was considerably delayed, commencing sometime after both 
Downes and Cassin had been abandoned. The flames were brought under control 
after the dock had been flooded, and the fire was extinguished in the late afternoon. 

The conduct of the officers and crew in these trying circumstances was magnificent. 
Each officer and man did his job. All are deserving of the highest praise.”   

Captain’s Report 

The Captain of the USS Downes Lieutenant Commander W.R. Thayer, U.S. Navy, 
added to the after-action report:  

“From my own observations of their work on the dock and from accounts of their 
conduct on the ship, I feel that the officers and men of the Downes are deserving of 
the highest praise. There were numerous instances of personal bravery and 
disregard of danger. Their courage and determination to do all they could was 
magnificent. The crew stood by the ship until there was no hope of saving her or of 
inflicting damage on the enemy. They did everything possible to save the lives of 
their shipmates, who were lost; many more would doubtless have been lost had not 
so much coolness been displayed. The statements from the members of the crew 
are unanimous in praising the work of all hands in this distressing engagement. 
They did all they could to fight the ship. One leading Petty officer expressed the 
general situation most aptly, "I never felt so helpless in my life!  Lieutenant (JG) 
Parker displayed the highest qualities of leadership. His handling of the difficult 
situation is above reproach. he displayed sound judgment, coolness, courage, and 
bravery. even after being injured by a flying missile from the ship, he returned to 
direct the firefighting parties on the dock.”   

 
The USS Downes, which was in drydock at the time, fought bravely. A total of 12 
men onboard the USS Downes were killed on 7-DEC 1941:

1. James E. Bailey, RM3c  
2. Benjamin L. Brown, Sea2c 
3. Marvin J. Clapp, SC3c  
4. Thomas W. Collins, F3c 
5. Edward C. Daly, Cox  
6. Albert J. Hitrik, F2c 
7. George E. Jones, Rm3c  

8. John A. Marshall, WT2c 
9. Nolan E. Pummill, MM2c  
10. William H. Silva, Sea2c 
11. Perry W. Strickland, Sea1c  
12. James Vinson, F3c 

 



John Andrew Marshall had attained the rank of water tender Second Class (Wt2); a 
petty officer rating. John was reported missing as late as 17-DEC 1941 by the St. 
Louis Star Times. It was later confirmed that Marshall was killed in the Japanese 
attack on Pearl Harbor. His parents, Thomas and Mary were officially notified he 
was killed on 16-DEC 1941.  He was 27 years old and unmarried. He was reported 
to be the student from McBride high school to be lost during World War II.  The 
school would later report at least nineteen former students had been killed in the 
war.   

John Marshall would likely have earned the following medals and commendations: 

 Purple Heart 
 World War II Victory Medal 
 Asiatic Pacific Campaign Medal 
 Good Conduct Medal  

 
The USS Downes was deemed to be beyond repair and was decommissioned in 
June 1942. A new USS Downes was later launched with much of the salvaged 
equipment having been installed.   

John Andrew Marshall is buried in The Punchbowl in Honolulu, Hawaii.  

 

 


