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Mendel Rosenburg was born 18-SEP 1928 in Konigsberg, 
Germany but he spent most of his childhood in Lithuania.  
His father was Shimon, and his mother was Recha.  
Mendel had one brother: Samuel.  The family was 
Orthodox Jews.  Later his family moved to Shailiai, 
Lithuania where Mendel would spend most of his youth.  

He had good memories of his childhood.  Mendel would 
say, “everyday life was good, liberal for the Jewish 
people, he didn’t feel any anti-Semitism.”  Mendel’s 
father had a clothing business.  Mendel went to a private 
Hebrew high school where everything was taught in 
Hebrew. The family planned that when Mendel and his 
brother finished high school, they would all go to 
Palestine. The boys belonged to the Betarism, a Zionist 
organization.  It was one of many right-wing movements 

and youth groups arising at that time that adopted special salutes and uniforms. 

When World War II broke out in 1939, the Russians came into Lithuania, and Mendel’s 
father had to give up his business. From this point on, Mendel and his brother went to 
public school where they studied in Yiddish.  In 1941 the Germans invaded the Soviet 
Union, and Shailiai was occupied by the German army.  His father, Shimon, and only 
brother, Samuel, were taken to a jail and then separated. 

Mendel learned that his father was shot in July 1941. The family was able to bribe certain 
individuals and free Mendel’s brother.  Later that year, the family had to move into the 
ghetto. where they were put to work; Mendel first worked as a carpenter, then on the 
railroad, later in a sugar factory. He describes a horrible day when the Nazis gathered up 
all the children below six years of age and they were taken out from the ghetto. 

Mendel stayed in the ghetto with his mother and brother until 1944. In 1944 they were 
transferred to Stutthof, a concentration camp in Germany. They spent about three weeks 
in Stutthof, then Mendel and his brother were sent to Muhldorf, a subcamp of Dachau 
while his mother stayed in Stutthof. Mendel, then about 16, was put to work on a 
construction project, unloading and carrying cement. The food rations became smaller 
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and smaller and after six months Mendel got sick. He describes it as a terrible time when 
they had only one thing in their mind and that was “how to survive and make it to the 
next day.” One to two hundred people died everyday just from starvation and sickness. 
Despite the horrible conditions, people were still able to build up some kind of resistance 
among themselves If not by arms, spiritually: Mendel describes a Yom Kippur service held 
secretly in his barrack.  

Fortunately, Mendel was transferred to a carpenter shop in the camp which he says saved 
his life.  He and his brother were separated in the beginning of 1945. Mendel said, “He 
left, and he never came back and when I tried looking and find out where he was and 
trying to find him and trying to see if I can be transferred wherever he was.”  After the 
war, Mendel learned that his brother was beaten to death at the camp by a kapo, an 
inmate assigned by Nazi guards to supervise other prisoners in February 1945.   

As the American army was approaching, the German SS took inmates out of Dachau. They 
spent 10 days on a train with very little food or water. Mendel was on a train from Dachau 
to the mountains, where he expected to be killed.  In April, Patton’s Third Army invading 
Germany from the south, forced the Nazis to create a hasty plan of retreat. Part of that 
retreat involved evacuating the 1,000-plus prisoners working at Muhldorf.  Before they 
would reach their destination, U.S. soldiers from Third Army intercepted the train and 
liberated them.   

On 26-APR 1945, as American forces approached, there were 67,665 registered prisoners 
in Dachau and its subcamps; more than half of this number were in the main camp.  On 
5-May 1945 the Germans fled, and Mendel and the other inmates were liberated by the 
42nd, 45th Infantry Divisions and the 20th Armored Division of the US Army.  There were 
approximately 32,000 prisoners in Dachau alone.  His mother Recha was liberated by the 
Russian army, and the two reunited at a displaced persons camp in late 1946.  Since they 
had relatives in the United States, they decided to come here. Mendel arrived in the 
United States along with his mother on 14-MAR 1947 on the ship SS Marine Flasher.  In 
three years, Mendel Rosenberg had lost his grandparents, his father, his brother, and 
countless friends and relatives. 

Truman Directive 

From 1945 to 1952, more than 250,000 Jewish displaced persons (DPs) lived in camps and 
urban centers in Germany, Austria, and Italy. With no home, families were reluctant to 
return to their prewar homelands and most sought to begin a new life outside Europe. 
Palestine was the most favored destination of Jewish Holocaust survivors, followed by the 
United States. Immigration restrictions were still in effect in the United States after the 
war, and legislation to expedite the admission of Jewish DPs was slow in coming.  
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President Harry S Truman favored a liberal immigration policy toward DPs. Faced with 
congressional inaction, he issued an executive order, the “Truman Directive,” on 22-DEC 
1945. The directive required that existing immigration quotas be designated for displaced 
persons. While overall immigration into the United States did not increase, more DPs 
were admitted than before.  About 22,950 DPs, of whom two-thirds were Jewish, entered 
the United States between 22-DEC 1945, and 1947 under provisions of the Truman 
Directive. 

Among the displaced persons, were Recha and Mendel Rosenberg.  Mother and son first 
settled down in Youngstown, Ohio where they had relatives.  While in Youngstown, 
Mendel attended Youngstown High School where he earned a “Special” diploma in 1959.  
He was able to finally receive his high school diploma after completing his only missing 
class: American history. Ten years later his company transferred him to St. Louis, Missouri 
where he later started his own business, Delsan Industries, a manufacturer of energy 
efficient vinyl windows.  

Healing 

After surviving the Dachau concentration camp in the Holocaust, Mendel said had 
recurring nightmares. “Constantly the same,” Rosenberg told the Jewish Light in 2005. 
“The Germans were chasing me, shooting at me, and I was running away.”  Mendel was 
able to find some relief from the nightmares by sharing his story with thousands of 
students over 25 years at what is now called the St. Louis Kaplan Feldman Holocaust 
Museum. 

Despite the lingering trauma from murders of his father, brother and other relatives, and 
his experience with starvation and inhumane conditions, Mendel was able to survive, and 
later serve in the U.S. Army.   

Army Veteran 

Mendel was drafted by the U.S. Army and although he was not yet an 
American citizen he decided to serve.  Mendel served two years 
during the Korean War.  When told he did not have to serve, he said, 
“I very much wanted to serve the nation that had come to my rescue 
just six years before.  Mendel continued, “he had always considered 
it an honor to serve in the U.S. Army. 

After boot camp at Fort Knox, Kentucky, Mendel was sent to military 
intelligence school at Fort Meade, Md. He figured he would be sent to 
Europe as an interpreter, since he spoke several languages, including 
German and Russian.  Instead, he was sent as an MP to guard 
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American soldiers imprisoned at a stockade in Pennsylvania. 
Once, when several servicemen escaped, he was told to find 
them and shoot them if necessary.  

Mendel said he couldn’t do it. He went to his commander and 
handed him back the rifle and the ammunition and said, “There 
is no way I’m going to shoot an American soldier after they had 
liberated me from the concentration camp.”  Two weeks later he 
was made a company clerk.  Later he was assigned overseas and 
volunteered to go to Europe but was instead stationed in Tokyo, 
where he needed a translator to help supervise Japanese 
mechanics working to repair the Army’s halftracks and tanks and 
returning them to Korea.  After his two-year enlistment was up, 

Pfc. Rosenberg returned to Ohio, married, and became a naturalized citizen.   

“Thriver” 

He wanted to become a U.S. citizen in every way 
possible,” said Richard Weiss, who helped 
Rosenberg write his memoir, “Thriver: My 
Journey Through Holocaust Nightmare to 
American Dream.”  Mendel become a successful 
businessman during his time in St. Louis. In 1966, 
he started his own window company, Delsan 
Industries, and remained in the business until he 
retired in 1995.  Owens Corning would later buy 
Delsan Industries in 1996.  DELSAN Industries was 
owned by Men-DEL and SAN-dra Rosenberg.   

Sharing His Story 

For much of his adult life, he didn't talk about his experience during the Holocaust. Then 
a friend who was teaching about that period at Congregation Temple Israel asked him to 
speak to his class. “I kept refusing, and then finally gave in and spoke to his class, and 
that's when I started speaking. Now I never refuse an invitation to speak about the 
Holocaust,” Rosenberg told the Light.  “That put an end to the nightmares because I 
started talking about it,” Rosenberg said. “So, I decided to keep on speaking because I 
wanted everybody to hear the story. I wanted them to hear firsthand exactly what 
happened, so it won’t be repeated.” 
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That led to him speak at the Kaplan Feldman Holocaust 
Museum and allowed generations of St. Louis students to 
gain a better understanding of what the Holocaust meant 
for individuals.   

 

 

 

In 2019, Richard Weiss helped Rosenberg write his memoir, 
Thriver: My Journey Through Holocaust Nightmare to 
American Dream. 

 

On 12-APR 2019, Mendel Rosenberg was the guest speaker 
at the grand opening of the St. Charles County Veterans 
Museum.  The museum’s  founder, private Ralph Barrale, had 
been among the first U.S. troops to enter Dachau 
Concentration Camp, with Patton’s Third Army.  “We didn’t 
really know why we were fighting the Germans until that day. 
After seeing the horrors at Dachau,” Ralph said, “we can 
never allow that to happen here.”   

Mendel Rosenberg died 27-JUL 2021 in St. Louis Missouri.  He is buried at Chesed Shel 
Emeth Cemetery.  Mendel and Sandra had been married 63 years. He and his wife Sandra 
had two children: Renee and Stuart, seven grandchildren and five great grandchildren.   

His memoirs, including videos, are preserved and on exhibit at the Kaplan Feldman 
Holocaust Museum in St. Louis County Missouri.   
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