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HAROLD PAUL HOGARTH 
US ARMY AIR CORPS 

Harold P. “Hogie” Hogarth was born 18-APR 1921 in Lunenberg 
Massachusetts.  His father was Harold N. Hogarth (1895-1953) and his 
mother was Ruth Elizabeth (nee Weweler) Hogarth (1896-1970).  The 
family moved from Massachusetts to Los Angeles in 1924.  Harold had 
one sister, Ruth and one brother Robert.    

According to the 1930 Federal Census the family lived in Montebello, 
California through 1940.  Harold graduated from James Garfield High 
School where he played basketball and football in East Los Angeles.     

Harold married Mary E. Harris (1921-2020) on 7-JUN 1942 
in Las Vegas Nevada.  They had three sons: Wayne, Larry, 
and Harold.   

Harold entered the Army Air Corps on 5-SEP 1942.  His serial 
number was 19127277.  According to his Separation 
Qualification Record, “He repaired and replaced sheet 
metal structures on aircraft sections, such as wings, 
fuselage, and stabilizers.  Riveted patches over holes and small breaks.  Repaired wire 
control cables.  Reconstructed badly damaged wings and cowlings.”  

Harold served in the 22D Mobile Repair and Reclamation Squadron in the Ninth Air Force  
during World War II as an aircraft mechanic sheet metal worker, MOS 555 in the European 
theater.  Mechanics played an important role during the war as they were the ones who 
helped repair the machinery such as land vehicles and aircrafts.  After completing basic 

military training, it was normal for potential 
mechanics to be assigned a four-month technical 
school, such as those at Lincoln, Nebraska, or Biloxi, 
Mississippi, where these two schools trained men in 
the basics of aircraft and engine maintenance and 
repair. Typically, eleven different phases were taught, 
such as fundamentals, structures, hydraulics, 
propellers, instruments, engines, electrical systems, 
fuel systems, engine operation, and phases of aircraft 
inspection.  Harold attended Fuel Cell repair for two 

weeks, Machinist training for 8 weeks, and AAFTS Sheet Metal training for 12 weeks. 
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Harold arrived in Europe on 22-OCT 1943. The 26th Mobile Reclamation and Repair 
Squadron was activated at Crookham Common (AAF Station 429), Berkshire, England, on 
10-NOV 1943.  During the war the Army Air Force required four technical specialists for 
every man who flew. The ratio of total ground personnel to flying personnel was nearly 
seven to one, and for every man committed to air combat there were sixteen individuals 
who served within the AAF on some noncombat assignment.  
They were the unsung heroes of the air war.    

 

On 9-OCT 1944 Harold wrote a letter to his parents from 
France: 

“Dear Mom and Pop,  

It has been impossible for me to write for a couple of days now, but I am 
okay.  I received quite a few letters from you today and was glad to get them.  
I am still am waiting to hear you say I know you are in France.  I also got 
Mary’s package and aunt Linda’s cookies and tell Aunt Leona thanks a million 
and I will write as soon as I can.  If you don’t hear from me for three or four 
days don’t worry as it is some times (sic) impossible to get mail out.  I got the 
pictures of little Roby and he is sure cute.  I sure wish you could send some 
of that California heat up here as it is getting awful cold.  I received another 
blade and was receive it.   I’m glad you also like it.  How is everything at 
home?  My French still stinks.  One of the annoying things of the war is the 
is the big amount of burned up Hiney automobiles and trucks and tanks.  You 
can see them on just about every road way (sic) so I guess things got a little 
hot for them.  Did the piece of parachute ever get home I sent?  Well folks I 
must close now.  I will write when I can and don’t worry.”   

 

With my Love, 

Harold 

 

Harold was stationed in England, France and later in Belgium.  The prime objective in the 
combat area was to have all possible aircraft available for the next morning’s missions. 
This led to considerable work being performed at night when complete blackout, in cold 
and damp weather to comply with the general blackout in England. A small tow-cell 
flashlight was usually the most lighting permitted.  Aircraft mechanics in World War spent 



3 
 

much of their time scrounging for used parts on damaged airplanes to put up “maximum 
effort” for the next day mission.   

Harold found this Astra 300 on a deceased 
Luftwaffe pilot and kept it as a souvenir.  Soldiers 
would often would remove the wood grips and 
place a picture of their “best girl” under the grip, 
using “canopy” plexiglass or acrylic to replace the 
grip (as pictured here, on exhibit at the St. Charles 
County Veterans Museum in O’Fallon MO.)  

Harold attained the rank Sergeant and was 
discharged on 5-DEC 1945.  He participated in the 
following campaigns: 

Northern France, Ardennes, Rhineland, and 
Central Europe, serving overseas for two years, 
one month, and seventeen days.   

 

Harold Hogarth earned the following medals and commendations: 

• European African Middle East Campaign Medal 

• American Campaign Medal 

• World War II Victory Medal 

• Good Conduct Medal 

• AAF Tech Badge 

After the war, Harold returned to South California and started a business with his wife 
Mary; LYCO Grinding a metal working company, a specialty metalworking company which 
continues to operate in Bell Gardens, California. He was granted numerous patents and 
honored with many awards for his work in the metalworking and composites industries. 
Harold enjoyed football, fishing golf, and traveling.  He was a dedicated Rotarian who 
boasted perfect attendance for 56 years and was a charter member of the Bell Gardens 
Rotary Club and co-founder of the Rio Hondo Boys and Girls Club in Bell Gardens, 
California.  
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Harold and Mary retired in 1994 and moved to O’Fallon MO.  Harold Hogarth died 20-JUL 
2013.  He was 92.  Mary died 4-OCT 2020.  Harold and Mary were married for 71 years.  
They are buried in Forest Lawn Memorial Cemetery in Hollywood Hills, California.   

 
  

Hogarth in Belgium 
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The Astra 300 

The Astra 300 displayed in the St. Charles County Veterans Museum is 
serial number 371972. Astra began manufacturing the M300 in 1923, 
starting with serial number 350001. It is the 21,972nd manufactured.  This 
is a .32 caliber pistol manufactured in Spain in 1933.  The Astra was 
originally developed for the Spanish Prison Service, and later used by the 
Spanish Navy and Nazi Germany.  This sidearm was shipped from the 

factory to an artillery base in Cartagena.  Cartagena is a port city and naval base in the 
Murcia region of southeast Spain.   

This Astra 300 model was taken from a deceased Luftwaffe (Air Force) pilot by veteran, 
Harold P. Hogarth who served in the Army Air Corps during World War II.  Harold had the 
grips removed and replaced with acrylic cockpit canopy glass. The canopy would have 
likely been from a crashed airplane.  GI’s often would install the canopy glass and place 
pictures of their wife, girl friend or family members.   

This pistol was quite popular with the Luftwaffe.  German Luftwaffe pilots picked up the 
guns while serving in Spain.  It is highly likely the original owner of the gun was a member 
of German Condor Legion.  Only the Luftwaffe used the Astra 300 and the early models 
had to be obtained from Spain.  Later, Germany placed a large order of Astra 300’s.  

German Condor Legion 

The German Condor Legion was a unit of the German Luftwaffe, detailed by Hermann 
Goring for special duty with General Francisco Franco’s Nationalist forces in the Spanish 
Civil War (1936–39). It was sent to Franco on the condition that it stay under German 
command. The Legion consisted of 4 bomber squadrons (of 12 bombers each) and 4 
fighter squadrons and was backed by antiaircraft and antitank units. It engaged in several 
raids, especially on Barcelona. On 26-APR 1937, the legion attacked the Basque city of 
Guernica with great devastation and loss of life.  A total of 19,000 Germans served in the 
Spanish Civil War. 

Postwar production of the Model 300 ceased in 1947 after more than 170,000 had been 
made. Because production was so low in the beginning, the early pre-WWII M300s are 
much less common and harder to find.  Many thousands of Astra 300’s were “bring backs” 
by returning U.S. servicemen from WWII.  Thousands more were imported in the 1950’s 
and 1960’s, prior to the Gun Control Act of 1968.  While the Model 300 (M300) began 
production in 1923, the volume was low until WWII, when Germany ordered large 
quantities of them for the Wehrmacht.  Editor’s note:  The three primary branches of the 
Wehrmacht were the Heer (Army), Luftwaffe (Air Force), and Kriegsmarine (Navy).   


