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ROBERT (BOB) SHANER 
US NAVY 1968 - 1972 

 

Growing Up 

Robert (Bob) Shaner, son of Elmer and Odette Shaner, grew up as 
an Army “brat” from his birth at March Air Force Base, Riverside 
California to 1965 when Lieutenant Colonel Elmer Shaner retired to 
St. Louis, Missouri. As a “brat”, Bob had lived at army posts across 
the United States and in Karlsruhe, Germany and Orleans, France. 

Enlistment  

Following graduation from Hazelwood High School in 1967, Bob 
chose to enlist in the United States Navy in April 1968 to “see the world”. And better yet, 
the recruiter said “it wasn’t just a job...it was an adventure”. Having spent most of his life 
living on Army posts, Bob was intrigued by the sea, shorelines, ports, ships and naval 
traditions.  

Navy Training 

 

After being sworn in at the Federal Building in St. Louis, Bob 
caught the train to Chicago at Union Station to report to the 
Recruit Training Command at Great Lakes, Illinois.  Bob 
completed Boot Camp in June 1968. He then attended Basic 
Electricity and Electronics School and Radarman “A” School 
(also at Great Lakes Naval Station), followed by specialized 

training at the Fleet Anti-Air Warfare Training Center in Dam Neck, 
Virginia. While in Dam Neck, Bob took a shuttle to visit the Naval 
Air Station at Oceana since he had a fascination for aircraft. Bob’s 
Dad had been a Senior Aviator in the Army. 

Fleet Assignment 

In March 1969, Bob reported to the Norfolk Naval Station awaiting 
assignment to the Fleet as a Radarman. His ultimate assignment, 
the U.S.S. Harry E. Yarnell (a guided-missile cruiser) was in the 
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shipyard at Bathe, Maine undergoing overhaul. Half of the crew was in Maine and the 
other half in Norfolk. While in Norfolk, Bob visited the Naval Air Station for an impressive 
Air Show with static displays of Naval aircraft.  

First Deployment 

An opportunity popped up in Norfolk for 2 Radarmen to volunteer for a 21-day cruise 
aboard the U.S.S. Yorktown (CVS-10). The mission was to check out a Canadian Tracking 
Display in the Combat Information Center (CIC) aboard this World War II carrier 
nicknamed the “Fighting Lady”. Bob volunteered and was selected. 

When Bob reported aboard for duty (his first time aboard any Navy ship), he was 
instructed on how to construct his “rack”. He was handed an aluminum frame, some 
canvas, roping and “S” hooks. The idea was to string the canvas on the frame to the 
desired tension and space the rack on chains (at an appropriate height) with the hooks. 
Obviously, this was the “old Navy” tradition but it worked. 

Though Bob never watched the aircraft take off or land, he could hear the thuds as the 
tailhooks hit the flight deck when the Skyraiders were arrested on the cables several decks 
above his compartment. Unauthorized crew were restricted from flight operations on the 
carrier and for good reason - it was pretty busy as it was and safety was of foremost 
concern. 

The 21-day cruise included liberty call in St Thomas, U.S. Virgin Islands. Since the carrier 
was anchored out in the Charlotte Amelie harbor, liberty launches transported the crew 
to the pier. Liberty call was based on seniority and being a fledgling E-3 among a crew of 
3,600, Bob wasn’t pulling liberty on this trip! 

Nonetheless, the first experience aboard a real Navy ship and especially a “floating city” 
like the Yorktown was so worth-while and will 
always be remembered. 

U.S.S. Harry E. Yarnell – New “Home” 

The whole crew reported aboard the U.S.S. Harry 
E. Yarnell (DLG-17) for the re-commissioning 
ceremony in Boston Naval Shipyard on 12 July 
1969. The Yarnell was not far from the U.S.S. 
Constitution, commonly referred to as “Old 

USS Harry E Yarnell (DLG-17) 
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Ironsides”, and what a contrast it was. The Yarnell was fitted with guided missiles fore 
and aft and state-of-the-art technology. 

Bob was assigned to the Operations Intelligence division and the ship was homeported in 
Newport, Rhode Island – the sailing capital of the world. In 
1969, the crew participated in “shake down” cruises to the 
Caribbean (Missile Firing Range) and Bob was promoted to 
Third Class Petty Officer in November. And guess what, this 
time he did manage to pull liberty in ports like St Thomas, 
St Croix and San Juan. 

South American Cruise 

In July 1970, The Yarnell and two other ships set sail for 
the UNITAS XI cruise around South America. The mission 
of the 5-month cruise was to run maneuvers with the 
navies of the South American countries and to promote 
“good will” in the ports of call visited. Since the crew 
crossed the equator (twice), the “pollywogs” became 
“shellbacks” in the traditional Navy ceremonies. The 
return leg included passing through the Straits of 
Magellan and 47-mile Panama Canal proving to be a real 
adventure. 8 countries and 18 ports had been visited. 

Wedding Engagement 

When Bob lived in Orleans, France (1962-1965) as an “Army brat”, he met Marie-
Francoise when visiting his French Grandparents in Dijon. Marie-Francoise's 
Grandparents and Bob’s Grandparents were very close friends. While in the Navy, Bob 
and Marie-Francoise corresponded and a relationship was forming. 

In June 1971, while Bob was on leave, Marie-Francoise flew from Dijon, France to visit St 
Louis, MO connecting at JFK Airport in New York. Bob and his best Navy buddy, Al Hugyak 
(from New York), met Marie-Francoise at JFK and escorted her on the first-time flight to 
St Louis. Bob and Marie-Francoise were officially engaged on 11 June 1971. 

Mediterranean Cruise 

In October 1971, the Yarnell commenced its Mediterranean Cruise. The mission of this 
cruise was to monitor Russian activities including submarine detection and intelligence 

1969 St. Thomas, VI 
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gathering including electronic surveillance and countermeasures. When the Yarnell did 
underway replenishment with naval supply ships, Russian Bearcat bombers would fly 
overhead to photograph. The Russians never mastered the art of underway refueling / 
replenishment and were apparently fascinated with the precision used by our Navy. 

Bob was granted leave from Naples, Italy in December 1971 to visit Marie-Francoise in 
Dijon, France for Christmas. He took an Alitalia bus from Naples to Rome, due to foggy 
weather, and flew Alitalia from Rome to Paris to catch a train to Dijon. While on leave, 
Bob received a telegram from London (tracking ships movement) calling him back early. 
The instructions were to report back to the Yarnell in Valencia, Spain. It seemed strange 
because the ship was not originally scheduled to go to Valencia, Spain. 

Putting all of his faith in London’s instructions, Bob took a train from Dijon to Paris, where 
he spent the night and caught an Iberia flight to Valencia stopping in Barcelona. Catching 
a taxi in Valencia and telling the driver to go to “Barco Militar”, the driver took Bob to the 
harbor master who indicated the Yarnell was in port. The problem was it had anchored 
out of sight and couldn’t be seen from the pier.  

Standing on the pier next to someone else in civilian 
clothes, with a samsonite suitcase, Bob asked 
“would you be American?” and he replied “Yes, I’m 
on the Yarnell”. Both sighed with relief as the two 
spotted a grey liberty launch rounding the point. The 
sailors onboard the liberty launch were none other 
than fellow radarmen going ashore in Valencia. As 

they deboarded, 
one sailor shouted “You have to check in and come 
back out. This is the greatest port.” Bob reported back 
to the ship just to find out he was on the duty roster 
that day! What a disappointment, but Bob was relieved 
to be back on the Yarnell. The Mediterranean Cruise 
included ports of call in Rota, Spain; Naples and Venice, 
Italy; and Athens, Greece.  

End of Active Service  

In February 1972, Bob departed the Yarnell in Kavalla, Greece to fly on a Navy C-130 to 
Rota, Spain. After two weeks in transient barracks, Bob flew to Frankfurt, Germany to 
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catch a charter flight to McGuire Air Force Base, NJ. Taking a bus from McGuire AFB, Bob 
arrived in Philadelphia Naval Shipyard for separation processing and, after one week, 
honorably terminated active duty on 23 March 1972. 

Marriage 

Bob and Marie-Francoise were married in Dijon, France in June 1972. Al Hugyak, Bob’s 
buddy was still on the Yarnell in the Mediterranean and took leave to be his best man. 
Dijon the same city where Elmer and Odette (his 
parents) were married 26 years earlier. As a matter 
of fact, Bob and his wife spent their wedding night in 
the Chapeau Rouge Hotel which served as the 
Officer’s Quarters during the liberation of Dijon in 
1945. Les Depeches, the Dijon local newspaper, ran 
an article about the American son who returned 26 
years after his father to marry a Dijonnnaise. Bob and 
Marie-Francoise have now been married 50 years. 
They have two children – Nicolas, who also served in the U.S. Navy (1993-1997), Valerie 
and six grandchildren. 

After Service 

Remember Bob being fascinated with the aircraft during his time in service? Well, Bob 
was hired by McDonnell Aircraft Company in January 1974 to work in Product Support 
where he spent 39 years supporting Navy Aircraft Programs. 
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Fantail Flight Ops 1971 
Underway Replenishment - taking on fuel 

 Tattnall (Exotic Dancer Exercise) 

San Juan, June 1970 With Family After Boot Camp 


