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Terrence Lee Petroski was born on 14-JUL 1940, in Missouri. His 
stepparents were William D.  and Dorothy Burgess.  His wife was 
Juanita Petroski. They had five children.   
 
Terry proudly and honorably served in the United States Army for 
28 years. Terry served from 15-JAN 1958 to 31-JAN 1984 active 
duty.  Terry was an Army Airborne Ranger and paratrooper for 
most of his career and later a helicopter crew chief and a flight 
line inspector. Terry traveled in Europe, the Far East, and South 
America. 
 

Below is a photo documenting Terry’s 25th Jump. Because of turbulence, they sent the 
jump dummy out first. It is shown here hung up on the wing.  Petroski is visible at the 
door. It was his last jump out of a C-141, 200 miles above the Arctic Circle in 1960. 
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Included in his artifacts is a copy of “Murphy’s Lows of Combat”: 
 

1. You are not superman. 
2. If it’s stupid, but works, it isn’t stupid. 
3. Don’t look conspicuous – it draws fire.  This is why aircraft carriers are called, “Bomb Magnets.”     
4. When in doubt, empty your magazine. 
5. Never share a foxhole with anyone braver than you are. 
6. Never forget your weapon waw made by thee lowest bidder.   
7. If your attack is going really well, it’s an ambush. 
8. No plan survives the first contact intact.   
9. All five-second grenade fuses will burn down in three seconds. 
10. Try to look unimportant because the bad guys may be low on ammo. 
11. If you are forward of your position, the artillery will fall short. 
12. The enemy diversion you are ignoring is the main attack.  
13. The important things are always simple.  
14. The simple things are always hard.   
15. The easy way is always mined.   
16. If you are short of everything, you are in combat.   
17. When you have secured an area, don’t forget to tell the enemy.   
18. Incoming fire has the right of way.   
19. Friendly fire – isn’t. 
20. If the enemy is in range, “SO ARE YOU!!!!” 
21. No combat ready unit ever passed inspection.   
22. Beer math is: two beers times 37 men – 49 cases.   
23. Body county math is: two guerillas plus one portable plus two pigs = 37 enemy killed in action.   
24. Things that must be together to work, usually can’t be shipped together.   
25. Radio’s will fail as soon as you need fore support desperately.   
26. Anything you do an get you shot – including doing nothing. 
27. Tracers work both ways. 
28. The only more accurate than incoming enemy fire is incoming friendly fire. 
29. Make it tough for the enemy to get in and you can’t get out.   
30. If you take more than your fair share of objectives, you will have more than your fair share of 

objectives to take.   
31. When both sides are convinced, they are about to lose, they are both right.   
32. Professional soldiers are predictable, but the world is full of amateurs.   
33. Murphy was a grunt.   

 
 
Petroski served two combat tours in Vietnam. His patrol notebook is on display at the St. 
Charles County Veterans Museum. He retired from the United States Army as a Sergeant 
First Class.   
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After retirement from the Army, Terry continued his career for 20 years at Boeing until 
his second retirement. Terry was a proud member of the VFW Post 4219, a longtime 
Scoutmaster and supporter of the Boy Scouts of America and a lifetime member and 
instructor of the National Rifle Association. Terry was a dedicated father, husband and 
grandparent who enjoyed spending time with his family. He was an outdoorsman and 
enjoyed collecting stamps, he even made stamp books for his grandchildren and great-
grandchildren. Terry enjoyed history, especially if it was related to any kind of war. He 
also painted miniature military figures in his free time. 
 
Terry Petroski died 14-JAN 2022 at the age of 81, and is buried at Jefferson Barracks 
National Cemetery in St. Louis Missouri.   


