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I ALMOST SHOT IKE! 

by Robert Ruzensky 
Bob Ruzensky was born in New York where he grew up as a self-described “tough street 
kid” who learned to fight at age eleven, mostly with 
his older brother. Studying electronics at night 
school, Bob was just twenty-one years old in a class 
full of World War II veterans. The Korean War was 
just getting underway. Once when he came back to 
the classroom after a break, his classmates had put 
all the seats in a circle with one in the middle for 
Bob. They said, “You sit there, and we’ll decide what 
branch of the service you’ll go in.” Thus, Robert 
Ruzensky entered the US Air Force in March 1951. 
After studying electronics for six months at Scott 
AFB, Bob shipped out to Seoul City Air Base.  

 

 

Bob wrote on the back of the postcard that the Golden Gate was the last bridge he saw on his way to Korea. He 
wrote, "May the good Lord be merciful and let me see it again real quick." 
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SEOuL CITy SuE 

In Korea, Bob worked on the planes’ electronic 
systems. “We had all kinds of airplanes,” he said, 
but their primary mission was psychological 
warfare. Flares, flyers, and propaganda leaflets 
were dropped from Douglas A26 Invaders whose 
bomb bays were converted to house huge 
speakers. “You could stand 20 feet away and just 
whisper and hear it,” he said. A Korean woman, 
nicknamed Seoul City Sue, sat in the nose of the 
plane speaking into a microphone encouraging 
the North Koreans and Chinese to surrender and 
go back to their homeland, assuring them that the 
Americans would feed them and treat them well. 

Many of the planes they worked on were from the 
WWII era where the radios required a receiver 

and transmitter for each channel. Bob received training on the transistors that the newer 
planes had. “Some of the early electrics were very troublesome. We had to have backups 
and sometimes multiple backups. But then they came up with this one thing like a square 
box and that was four channels! Boy, was that nice! 
Before I left Korea, they had another smaller one 
that had multiple channels. That was great!” 

When Bob first arrived in Korea, he admits to having 
been a little scared though he soon got used to the 
air raids and bombs going off all around them. They 
got so accustomed to it, he said, “We were laying 
on top of the trenches and sandbags watching. A 
first lieutenant came out and said, ‘You need to get 
down from there before you get hurt.’ About that 
same time they fired, and the lieutenant got a piece 
of shrapnel in his leg.” Bob and his pals jumped into 
a rain-soaked trench and were covered head to toe 
in mud. 

An A-26 where Seoul City Sue spread her 
propaganda from the bomb bay. 

Bob sitting atop the sandbags. 
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REFuSIng A BROnzE STAR 

One time, a Marine division got trapped on a hill and Bob had to keep the planes flying 
close by to get their wounded guys out. “If they (the plane) had an electronics problem, 
I’d meet them on the runway. I’d jump in the plane and find out what was going on,” said 
Bob. He had a crew member working with him. Once on the plane, Bob would tell him 
what he needed to make the repair. Working twelve-hour shifts, Bob and fellow crew 
members took care of all the planes on a mission. Sometimes they could talk to the pilots 
by radio and in the time it took the pilots to get the plane in, Bob’s crew had everything 
ready for a quick repair so the pilots could get back to the mission.  For his heroic efforts, 
Bob was awarded a bronze star, but he refused it. “I didn’t deserve a medal. Those poor 
guys trapped on the hill deserved the medal,” he said. 

 

 

 

 SHORTEnIng THE WIng TIpS 

One of the most unusual repairs occurred when one of 
the half dozen T-6 planes they used as spotters, called 
for an emergency return to the base. The pilot was able 
to land it despite having a foot of wing tip cut off and 
three cabled sheared off in the wing. “He had flown 
between two mountains,” Bob explained. The Chinese 
knew they had spotters and strung cables between the 
mountains. Unfortunately, the pilot didn’t see the 
cables until it was too late. 

  

A T-6 with the wing tip sheared off. 
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FREE TIME In SEOuL 

There were some lighter moments associated with the repair of planes. He worked on 
both British and US Navy planes. “The Navy guys would take the bus into Seoul while we 
worked on their planes,” said Bob. “The pilot would say, ‘This is going to take about five 
or six hours, isn’t it?’” 

Bob occasionally had free time of his own. On base, he played the piano at the NCO Club. 
An accomplished pianist, he brought his own up-to-date music with him. In Seoul, he 
volunteered at an orphanage to which a local priest had introduced him. The nuns from 
the convent picked up young girls from the streets. “We’d go in there and the kids would 
be so happy to see us,” Bob recalled. “We’d talk to them and then they’d entertain us. I 
told my wife, some of these kids I’d like to take with me.” Eager to have children of her 
own, Bob’s wife quickly disavowed him of the notion. 

 

 

     

. 

 

 

The orphans gather for their visitors. At right, men from the base donated a statue of Mary for the 
nun’s chapel at the convent 
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InFILTRATORS And TRuCK THIEvES 

Everyone stationed on that base, whether Marine, Army, or Air Force, pulled guard duty 
at night. One night as Bob was patrolling, he heard banging noises and discovered two 
guys jimmying the universal joints on a truck. When he called to them, they just looked at 
him. So, he stuck his M1 rifle out where they could see it and pulled back the bolt to let 
them know the gun was loaded. He took them in as prisoners and handed them over to 
the South Korean Military Police who described the men as, “not on our side.” Bob 
discovered later they were hung off the bridge that went over Seoul City, one of them 
upside down. “They usually left them there a couple of days,” said Bob, “and someone 
came along and cut the rope and they’d fall into the river below. I don’t know how many 
times I saw that happen.” 

 

SuppLy STORE SCARE 

On another night, Bob came out of the shop to the sound of shots being fired. “I turned 
around and got my M1 out of the rack and slammed a 30-round magazine into it,” Bob 
recalled. He was well aware that the 30-caliber carbine could not reach the North Koreans 
who, by now, were high-tailing it in the other direction, and was grateful the Marines 
were there to go after them. 

 

MCARTHuR’S B-17 

When General Douglas McArthur was relieved of duty in 1951, he gave the B-17 Flying 
Fortress that he used as a transport plane to General Barkens who took it to Japan to get 
some radio equipment installed in it. “Those guys screwed it all up,” said Bob. “Nothing 
worked. The General was madder than a wet hen!” Bob’s crew took it apart, rewired it, 
and got it working while other men got it spit-shined and polished. “You should have seen 
the inside of that airplane,” said Bob. “That B-17 had padded chairs, a nice bed, and 
kitchen.” 
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I ALMOST SHOT IKE! 

On another occasion, Bob’s brush with a 
dignitary was a little more tense. At night the 
base was pitch black—no lights anywhere. While 
on guard duty, Bob heard voices. When 
someone shouted at him to halt, he responded, 
“Halt, hell! Who the heck are you?” When they 
replied it was “none of his damn business” who 
they were, Bob informed them he was carrying 
a carbine with thirty rounds and advised them to 
identify themselves very quickly. When they 
likewise threatened to shoot him, he walked 
right up to them and saw that it was a group of 
men that included President Elect Dwight 
Eisenhower who had been in a meeting with the 
South Korean president. When he saw who it was, Bob immediately put his arms and his 
weapon down. “They said, ‘We don’t want you to say anything about this.’ I said, ‘Believe 
me, I won’t.’ So, Eisenhower came forward and I saluted.” Then Eisenhower asked Bob, 
“Would you have really fired?”  “I said, “Yes, Sir!’ I would have shot him!” 

 

SCHOOL dAzEd 

When first stationed near Seoul, Bob received a year’s worth of electronics school in just 
six weeks. His instructor, though very knowledgeable, wasn’t much of an instructor and 
many of the guys simply flunked out. When asked his opinion as to why that was 
happening, instead of encouraging them to fire the instructor, Bob (who was a certified 
instructor) wrote down all the things the guy could do to improve his teaching.  

The next day of class, Bob was called on to take over the class. “I said, ‘Listen, you guys. I 
don’t care how many stripes you have on your arm. I’m up here, I’m the top man, so shut 
your mouth, sit down and listen.’” The instructor turned his book over to Bob who 
continued teaching the entire day. “All the administrators of the school came in, sat in 
the back, and listened to me teach. That was the third week of class.” 
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HOMECOMIng 

When Bob’s Korea tour was up, he was asked to 
list places to which he’d like to transfer. Instead 
of putting his first preference at the top of his list 
as most guys did, Bob put his first choice at the 
bottom of his list. Originally from New York, Bob 
listed a base near New York. His wife, Evelyn, 
was from St. Louis. “Sure enough, I put down 
Scott Air Force Base last on my list and that’s 
where they sent me,” said Bob. After being at 
Seoul City Air Base for a year, he was now 
headed to SAFB where, once again, Bob found 
himself in the role of teacher. He developed a 
course of study that boasted a 99% return rate. 

Bob finished his enlistment at Scott Air Force 
Base and was discharged in 1955.  

He went to work for Ozark Airlines from 
1955 to 1969, then Emerson Electric from 
1969 to 1971, then back again with Ozark 
from 1972 to 1994. During Bob’s second 
stint with Ozark, the company was acquired 
by TWA.  
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Following his retirement in 1994, Bob volunteered at the St. Louis Science Center, Wings 
of Hope, and The Villages of St. Peters. While volunteering at the Science Center he did 
many jobs and played the piano during the Christmas season. He also played piano at the 
Villages and at Wings of Hope he worked on designs for fixing up the planes.  Bob and his 
piano still call The Villages of St. Peters home today! 
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(at left) Bob and Evelyn were married two weeks before he left for Korea.  

(at right) Bob and Evelyn on their honeymoon 
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Bob wrote: “These are just a few of your 
letters sticking out of my pockets. I 
always carry at least a half dozen or so.” 

Bob in front of an A26 plane. Bomb bay 
doors on left side open with bombs removed 

so they can drop leaflets. Radio man sat over 
the bomb bay doors during flights.  
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More haunting images of the orphans in Korea . . . 


