
Deward Terry USMC 
 
Bootheel to California 
Deward Terry was born on 23-MAY 1925.  He was 16 years old and still in high 
school when the Japanese attacked Pearl Harbor.  He lived in Briscoe, MO in the 
Bootheel area of Southeast Missouri.  He went to grade school and high school 
while living in Briscoe, MO.  He would later move to Poplar Bluff.  Deward registered 
for draft when he was 18 years old.  He enlisted 11-AUG 1943.  They asked him 
what branch of service he would like to join.  
Deward selected the Marine Corp.  Deward 
passed the physical and in October 1944 
went to boot camp at Camp Pendleton in 
California.   
 
Deward recalled, “the Marines were very 
proud of their marksmanship.  I had never 
fired a rifle.  I learned in boot camp.”  After 
finishing boot camp he was given a 10 day 
furlough.  Deward decided to come home 
on the furlough and took a train back to 
Briscoe.  The trip took three days to get 
home and three days to get back to Camp 
Pendleton in California.  So he was only 
home for four days!   
 

Deward was assigned to the new 5th Division which was 
activated in NOV 1943.  He attended artillery and telephone 
school.  After leaving Camp Pendleton they began their trip 
to the Southwest Pacific, stopping in Hawaii and briefly 
staying in a Marine camp where they trained for 
amphibious landings.  This was January 1945 and they were 
told they were headed for “Island X”.  The division would 
later discover that “Island X” was Iwo Jima.  This would be 
the first taste of battle action for the new 5th Marine 
Division.   
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Seasick 
After they departed Hawaii for Saipan the division continued to practice 
amphibious landings.  His team got in a LCVP or Landing Craft Vehicle Personnel.  
The LCVP (or Higgins boat) was a landing craft used extensively in amphibious 
landings in World War II. Typically constructed of plywood, this shallow-draft, 
barge-like boat could ferry a platoon-sized complement of 36 men to shore at 9 
knots (almost 11 mph).  “We were practicing on Saipan and that was the only time 
I ever got seasick,” Deward said.  “The water was so rough!  We were bouncing up 
and down and the diesel exhaust was coming up and over the top.  It was so bad 
they called off the practice.”  
 
Baptism by Fire--Iwo Jima 
On 19-FEB 1945 the landings began on Iwo Jima.  At 08:59, one minute ahead of 
schedule, the first of an eventual 30,000 Marines of the 3rd Marine Division, the 
4th Marine Division, and the new 5th Marine Division, making up the V Amphibious 
Corps, landed on Iwo Jima. Deward and the 5th Division landed on Iwo Jima 
southeast of Mount Suribachi.  Deward recalled, “the infantry landed at 0900, and 
we landed at 0915.  We went to our position to wait for our 105mm cannons to 
come ashore.  It was quiet and there was no firing.  We stepped out on dry ground.”  
Deward continued,  
“the Japanese were 
ordered not to fire 
until the beach was 
loaded with men and 
equipment.  Then they 
pulled the guns out of 
the caves on Mt 
Suribachi.  They were 
looking right down on 
the beach.  We were 
on the ground for 
about 30 minutes 
before the firing 
began.  The military 
later found there was 17 miles of caves on Iwo Jima.” 
 



 2 

Deward continued, “All the bombing and shelling the Navy had done to soften up 
the defenses had little or no effect.  The Americans assumed the pre-attack 
bombardment had been effective and had crippled the enemy’s defenses on 
the island.  The lack of immediate response was simply part of General 
Kuribayashi’s plan.”  Kuribayashi, wrote to his wife: "No one here expects to 
return alive." 
 
Deward said, “We just got rid of the vegetation.  You couldn’t dig a fox hole, it 
would just cave in.  When they opened up it was unbelievable.  A shell couldn’t miss 
on the beach.  I was inland when they 
opened up.  But I had to go back to the beach 
while it was being shelled.  In the afternoon 
we had three cannons set up to return fire on 
Suribachi.  We got close to the number one 
airfield, our objective.  The airfield was 
nearly completed by the Japanese.  We were 
pinned down there.  The only building I saw 
on the island was made up of lumber with a 
concrete base and portholes they could fire 
out through.  We were alongside the building 
when an artillery shell hit near me and three 
others.  We were right at the edge of that 
building.  Killed one guy on the far side, badly 
wounded the second man.  Me and the 
fourth guy was untouched.  People told me I 
was lucky.  I said, no I was blessed.  This was 
just several days after we landed on Feb 19th.  
Another time a mortar landed about 5 feet from me and shrapnel just missed me.  
Again, I was really blessed.” 
 
“My job was talk to the forward observers and adjust artillery fire.  On Iwo Jima 
there were some of the “Windtalkers” on the island. The Navajo Indians were used 
to communicate on the radios.” (Editor note:  Thomas Begay, one of the Navajo 
Indians,  served in the 5th Marine Division).  Deward continued, “I was near them 
sometimes. The Japanese could not understand or crack the Navajo codes. It was 
hard work clearing up the Japanese on the island.  Often times the combat was 
close quarters.  The only way to get to them was explosives or flamethrowers.  I 
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saw very few Japanese.  Sometimes at the mouth of the caves, there would be a 
number of bodies.  They’d pull the tank-mounted flame throwers to the mouth of 
the cave.  If it didn’t burn them, the fumes killed them.”    
 
Too Close for Comfort 
“I was on hill 360 and hill 380.  It was an excellent forward observation position.  
Forward observation took instructions from infantry where to bring fire on machine 
guns or artillery.  They would fire one round, and forward observation would have 
them adjust.  We were attached to an infantry company all the time.  I was on the 
opposite side of the entrance to the top of the hill.  I was relieved.  I laid down on 
my left side away the entrance.  Not 2-3 minutes after I laid down to rest, I was 
trying to get comfortable and rolled over to my other side, and there over me stood 
a Japanese soldier with his rifle across his thighs.  If he had taken one more step, 
he would have stepped on top of me.  If I would have seen him, I may have jumped 
up and being unarmed he might have shot me.  Another Marine (Ray) whirled and 
fired at the Japanese soldier missing as him ran away.  He was really making tracks.  
We think he was foraging for food or water.  Today, I can still see that Japanese 
soldier standing over me.  He didn’t see me, or he may have shot me.”  
 
Deward saw the first B-29 land on Iwo Jima.  “Before the battle was over, there was 
a damaged B-29 landing.  Iwo Jima and the two airfields were important because 
damaged planes could land there, and it was close to Japan.  The Seabees were 
working on the airfields while the battle was going on.”  Deward didn’t see the flag 
raising.  “The forward observation unit saw the flag on top and we heard the 
cheering. “  
 
The 5th Division saw its first combat action during the Battle of Iwo Jima in 1945 
where it sustained the highest number of casualties of the three Marine divisions of 

the V Amphibious Corps (invasion 
force). The division sustained heavy 
initial losses, so much so that by that 
afternoon, the 26th Marine 
Regiment (26th Marines) had to be 
released as the division reserve.   On 
23 February, two American flags 
were raised on Mount Suribachi by 
members of the 28th Marine 
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Regiment. The 5th Division would fight on Iwo Jima from 19 February until 26 March 
where they would sustain 2,482 killed in action, 19 missing in action, and 6,218 
wounded in action.  This was the highest casualty rate among the three Marine 
divisions involved in the invasion.  
 
Back to Hawaii for Refitting 
The 5th Division began loading onto ships on 26 March, finally leaving Iwo Jima on 
27-MAR 1945 sailing for Hawaii for refitting.  The 5th Marine Division was so badly 
beat up, they were held out of the next landing at Okinawa.   Deward recalled, “We 
were supposed to land at Okinawa, but we had so many casualties, we went back 
to Hawaii for refit.”  
 
Occupation of Japan 
On 9-AUG 1945, a second atomic bomb was dropped on Nagasaki.  “Our outfit was 
planned to invade Japan.  On VJ day 15-AUG 1945, we were enroute to Japan to 
join up with the landing force.  Instead, our outfit went to Nagasaki as an 
occupational force.  We drove right through the area that was bombed.  There were 
very few buildings standing in Nagasaki.  We stood guard duty, and sometimes we 
didn’t know what we were guarding.  I was there about 5 months.  We came back 
to the beach at night where we camped.  When we landed on Kumamoto, a coastal 
city in Japan.  They had about 100 little submarines with the noses filled with TNT 
(one-man subs).  These little Kamikaze’s were supposed to ram the landing craft.  
We were very grateful the bomb was dropped, and the Japanese surrendered.” 
 
Heading for Home 
Deward collected a number of souvenirs while in Nagasaki.  “I had a Japanese artist 
draw the flag (with 5th and 2nd division). I served briefly with the 2nd Marine Division; 
that is why it is on the flag.  It’s one-of-a-kind.  He (the artist) protested a little bit, 

not too much! I paid him in yen.  I didn’t smoke 
but we got cigarette allotments.  You could 
buy about anything with cigarettes.  We could 
sell cartons of cigarettes in Japan for $15.00 a 
carton.  I let the house boys take the cigarettes 
out and sell them.”  In a warehouse, he found 
a Japanese naval flag, and also collected 
several Japanese swords. 
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When Deward was discharged he came 
home and went to Cape Girardeau college 
under the GI Bill.  Deward’s wife Pat was 
born in Desloge MO 9-1-1927.  During the 
war, Pat sold war bonds.  Pat recalled, 
“things were rationed.  I remember VJ Day.  
We drove down to the Johnson Shut-in’s 
and went swimming!”  Pat met Deward in 
Cape Girardeau at South East Missouri 
State.  They started dating in 1948 and 
graduated in 1949.  They married and had a 
family. Today they are still together, living in 
St. Charles County Missouri. 
 
 
 


