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Eugene “Gene” Clower was born on June 12, 1918.  Gene 
served in the Navy during World War II.  He attended 
Shurtleff College in Alton, Illinois.  Upon entering the Navy 
Gene attended basic training at Great Lakes Naval 
Training Center.  After basic, Gene attended officer 
training at Notre Dame University.  He graduated as an 
Ensign.   

Gene served in the Pacific theater during World War II.  He 
was promoted to Lieutenant Junior Grade and served on 
LST-822 as the navigator.  Gene recalls departing the 

states from San Francisco bound for Hawaii.  He was seasick for a few days but got 
his sea legs and became accustomed to the rolling ocean.   

LST-822 DURING WORLD WAR II, 1944–1946 

USS Harris County LST-822 was laid down by the Missouri 
Valley Bridge & Iron Company of Evansville, Indiana on 20 SEP 
1944.  Named for counties in Georgia and Texas, she was the 
only U.S. Naval vessel to bear the name.  LST-822 was launched 
on 1 NOV 1944; and commissioned at New Orleans, Louisiana 
on 23 NOV 1944 with Lieutenant R. N. Mclntyre in command. 

After shakedown off the Florida coast, LST-822 departed New 
Orleans for the Pacific on 27 December. Steaming via San Diego 
and San Francisco, she reached Pearl Harbor on 6-FEB 1945. An 
LST is officially called a “Landing Ship tank” although Gene says 
they called it, “large slow target.”  An LST typically have about 100 crew and 13 
officers.  While at Battle Stations, only the Captain, Executive officer and Navigator 
were on the “con” or conning tower.  Soon, Gene would find himself at battle 
stations, often! 



After a month of training in Hawaiian 
waters, Gene sailed on 15-MAR with Army 
troops and equipment aboard.  The ship 
arrived at Eniwetok on 27-MAR, then 
Ulithi on 7-APR to prepare for 
participation in the Battle of Okinawa.   

Gene was the ship’s navigator.  Navigation during World War 
II was performed with a sextant.  To use a sextant the 
telescope must be focused on the horizon. The celestial body 
to be shot, found and the sextant aimed at it. You then bring 
the body down to the horizon by moving the arm along the 
arc and then clamp the arm. Using the micrometer knob you 
then make small adjustments while gently swaying the 
instrument slightly from side to side until the heavenly body 

just brushes the horizon.  When this is achieved instantly make a note of the time, 
seconds first, then minutes and hours, then the name of the body and its observed 
altitude. Every second of time counts - an error of 4 seconds equates to an error of 
a nautical mile in the position. 

Gene told the story about a time when the weather was cloudy for a week.  Not 
being able to see celestial bodies makes using a sextant difficult.  Gene was very 
proud that kept the ship on course and they arrived at the destination.  He also said, 
he was the navigator because no one else could do the math! 

The first action for LST-822 and Gene was 
landing troops and equipment at Okinawa.  
The initial invasion of Okinawa began on 1-
APR 1945. Gene’s ship approached the shore 
of Okinawa on 18-APR 1945. During bitter 
fighting ashore and frequent Japanese air 
attacks, LST-822 operated between Okinawa 
and islands to the west. On 22 APR she 

discharged men and equipment at Ie Shima while protected by smoke cover. 
During her three weeks at Okinawa, Gene and his ship survived 18 enemy air raids 
and carried vitally needed supplies for ground forces. The invasion of Okinawa was 
the largest amphibious assault in the Pacific Theater during World War II.  The 82-
day battle lasted from 1-APR until 22-JUN 1945.  



While offshore of Okinawa, Gene recalled hearing the news of Ernie Pyle’s death 
while at Okinawa.  Ernie Pyle, the beloved war correspondent, was killed by a sniper 
on Okinawa.  Even amid the heavy fighting, word spread quickly among the troops 
in area. Gene and LST-822 departed Okinawa on 11 MAY. Gene would later make 
stops on Saipan, Leyte and Luzon ferrying troops and equipment.   

Following the surrender of Japan, she returned to the Philippines to transport 
occupation troops and equipment to Japan. As part of a 120-ship convoy, she 
departed Lingayen Gulf on 17 SEP and arrived off Wakayama, Japan, on the 25th. 
After unloading equipment and debarking Army engineers, she sailed on 1 October 
for Manila. Between 19 and 27 October, she carried additional occupation troops 
from Lingayen Gulf to Wakayama; and during the next four months, she supported 
occupation landings and Allied operations along the coast of Japan.  Gene and LST-
822 anchored off Japan, but Gene was not part of the occupation forces.  He did go 
into a nearby town sightseeing for a few hours. 

Departing Sasebo on 3 March 1946, LST-822 sailed for the United States where she 
arrived in San Diego on 30 March. After operating along the West Coast from 
California to Washington, she entered drydock at Portland, Oregon on 28 MAY 
1946. LST-822, Gene’s only ship, was decommissioned on 27 JUL and entered the 
Pacific Reserve Fleet on 10 AUG 1945. 

 

  



 

LST Specifications: 
Length 328'  
Beam 50' 
Speed 11.6 kts or 13 MPH 
Endurance 24,000 miles @ 9kts. while displacing 3960 tons  
Complement 

13 officers 
104 enlisted 

Troop Accommodations 
16 officers 
147 enlisted 

Boats 2 LCVP 
Cargo Capacity (varied with mission - payloads between 1600 and 1900 tons) 

Typical loads 
One Landing Craft Tank (LCT), tanks, wheeled and tracked vehicles, artillery, 
construction equipment and military supplies. A ramp or elevator forward 
allowed vehicles access to tank deck from main deck 
Additional capacity included sectional pontoons carried on each side of 
vessel amidships, to either build Rhino Barges or use as causeways. Married 
to the bow ramp, the causeways would enabled payloads to be delivered 
ashore from deeper water or where a beachhead would not allow the vessel 
to be grounded forward after ballasting 

Armament (varied with availability when each vessel was outfitted. Retro-fitting 
was accomplished throughout WWII. The ultimate armament design for United 
States vessels was 

2 - Twin 40MM gun mounts w/Mk. 51 directors 
4 - Single 40MM gun mounts 
12 single 20MM gun mounts 

Fuel Capacity 
Diesel 4,300 Bbls 

Propulsion 
Two General Motors 12-567A, 900hp Diesel engines 
single Falk Main Reduction Gears 
three Diesel-drive 100Kw 230V D.C. Ship's Service Generators 
two propellers, 1,700shp 
twin rudders 


