
On This Day 16-JUN 1944, We Honor a Fallen Hero 
 

Edward Stanley Buckshot was born 24-FEB 1919 in Alton, Illinois.  His parents 
Eugene and Grace were both born in Missouri.  His father worked as a machinist for 
a glass manufacturer. Edward had one older brother Marion and one younger 
brother Eugene. His grandmother, Mrs. George W. Cox lived in St. Charles MO.  
Edward graduated from Alton High School in June 1940 and attended one semester 
of college as an art student. Prior to enlisting in the service, he was employed at 
Western Cartridge Company in East Alton. On 29-JUN 1941 Edward married Cora 
Laverne “Billye” Trotter and briefly lived in St. Charles MO.  They were divorced 
shortly after marrying.   
 
Edward enlisted in the USMC in JUL 1942 and served in Company F, 2nd Battalion of 

the 6th Marine Regiment, 2nd Marine Division. The 6th Marines sailed for the South Pacific in October 
1942 and landed at Guadalcanal on January 4, 1943 (Battle of Guadalcanal lasted from 7-AUG 1942 to 
9-FEB 1943) and were engaged in combat with Japanese forces for six weeks before relocating to New 
Zealand to rest and refit.  
 
In NOV 1943, PFC Buckshot and the 6th Marines took part in the amphibious invasion of Tarawa in the 
Gilbert Islands, for which it received a Presidential Unit Citation for its role in the bloody combat to 
capture the island. Next, the 6th Marines participated in the Battle of Saipan in the Marianas Islands, 
which if captured would put US bombers in range of the Japanese islands.  
 

On 15-JUN 1944 the regiment made an amphibious assault at Saipan and 
took heavy casualties in the first hours ashore but repulsed several enemy 
counterattacks that saved the beachhead.  PFC Buckshot was killed in 
combat the next day 16-JUN 1944. Saipan was the bloodiest battle of WW2 
for the 6th Marines.  His body was returned home and is buried in Valhalla 
Memorial Park and Mausoleum in Godfrey, Illinois. 
 

From Alton Newspaper: 
Pfc Edward Stanley 25, UMMCR has been reported killed in action in performance of his duty and service 
to his country presumably on Saipan according to a telegram received late Tuesday afternoon by his 
parents, Mr. and Mrs. E. G. Buckshot, 2420 Kohler from Lt. Gen. A. A. Vandergriff commander of the 
Marine Corps.  A veteran of campaigns at Guadalcanal and Tarawa, Pfc. Buckshot received the 
Presidential Citation for his service at Tarawa.  Pfc Buckshot who was six feet two inches tall, weighed 
140 pounds when he entered the service but gained 65 pounds by the time he reached Tarawa.  
Following graduation from Alton High School in June 1940, he attended Shurtleff College for a semester 
as an art student.  Buckshot had written his parents that he hoped to resume his studies and become 
an artist after the war.   
 
Edward is honored and remembered at the St. Charles County Veterans Museum.   
 
 


