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On September 13, 1944 a peaceful village in Podhale County was 
shocked by the event which, during the following few months, was 

to leave a mark on the history of the area for decades to come. 
Through the collusion and bravery of villagers and the Polish 

Underground, the crew of Flying Fortress #44-6412 were able to 
make their way from Koniowka, Poland to the hands of the Russian 

allies, and ultimately to safety in Foggia, Italy. 



SGT ALOYS C. SUHLING 
817th Bomber Squadron, 483rd Bomb Group (H) 

15th Army Air Corps, Right Waist Gunner 
Sgt Aloys Suhling was shot down over Koniowka, Poland on September 13th, 

1944 during his B-17's final mission over Blechhammer, Germany. The mission was to 
disable oil and rubber refineries in the area. The aircraft crashed near Koniowka, in 
occupied Poland. He parachuted over Slovakia, about 300 yards to the border. 
Blechhammer was located in Germany, and about 200 miles from Koniowka. 

There has been some speculation regarding what brought the plane down. One 
report suggested that enemy flak had detonated their payload as it was exiting the 
aircraft. Another version, reported by crew members Kroschewsky and Sternbeck, was 
that another B-17's payload might have hit the airplane below them. Two engines were 
destroyed, but Robson tried to pilot the aircraft to the base in Italy. Unfortunately, he 
was not able to fly the plane high enough to clear the Carpathian Mountains. Aloys 
sighted three German fighters in the air. So Robson made the decision for the crew to 
make an emergency exit.  

All ten of the members of the crew survived the bailout, though some had 
sustained minor injuries from the explosion. Once on the ground, Suhling at first was 
reunited with three crew members: Beam, Hansler and Sternbeck. Kroschewsky joined 
them one month later due to his injuries. Unfortunately, they discovered that the 
remaining five crew members (Robson, Stock, Beam, Van Oostrom and Nance) had been 
captured by German forces.  

Suhling and the remaining four were protected by the local townspeople, who 
immediately told them to remove their uniforms before hiding them from the Germans, 
and then the Polish Underground for about four months, eventually making contact 
with friendly Russian forces. While with the Russians in Kiev they were deloused and 
once in Lviv they stayed in a nice hotel where they were finally able to shower and have 
good food. On exhibit is the World War One vintage Russian uniform that Suhling was 
given to wear. Kroschewsky wrote: "In place of socks the Russians gave each of us two 
squares of white cloth. We had to learn how to fold these to make foot coverings without 
pinching our toes". 

For six months they journeyed toward Allied lines, meeting up with other 
downed airmen from Canada, Great Britain, Belgium, Poland, South Africa and nine 
other American airmen along the journey. Also on display is a piece of Polish currency 
upon which many fellow evades signed their name. Their trip began in Slovakia; then 
they made their way through Poland, Ukraine, the sea off of Turkey, and Egypt, reaching 
their final destination of Foggia, Italy on March 23, 1945. Aloys Suhling was honorably 
discharged in October 1945. 

  



 
Decades later, Suhling was contacted 
by Boguslaw Zieba, author of a book 
about the circumstances of the crash 
who informed him that he was in 
possession of Suhling’s uniform 
trousers! They are currently on 
display in a little museum in 
Blechhammer dedicated to the events 
of the war. 
 
 
  



Excerpt from the book:  The circumstances 
described in this book took place exactly sixty-five 
years ago and were closely related to the places of 
my childhood. I was born twenty years later and for 
forty years of my life I was never interested in this 
part of history at all. Of course, I knew, as all my 
peers, the place where the crash had happened and 
I can recall that some old aircraft items were 
hidden here and there in various houses. But I 
didn't care about the type of aircraft, its origin, 
crew members or the real reason of accident. 
Eventually, a few years ago some contradictory 

articles which dealt with the question of the Flying Fortress puzzled me so I decided 
for the first time to seek answers on the Internet and soon succeeded. My email inbox 
received more and more messages, which have been followed by many telephone 
calls and regular correspondence with America. Meanwhile, the Polish part of job had 
been taken over by my Mum. 
My account isn't at first hand, but scanning all of the names on the next pages the 
reader also wants to find the men who directly affected the circumstances in 1944 and 
became, beside the historical and literally sources, my primary support in this work. 
The second group of people, who contributed to the reconstruction of the last flight of 
44-6412's crew, was related very closely to the aforementioned, and represented the 
families and close friends of airmen involved in the flight. 
Very important sources to me were people who had remained around the place of the 
accident or their children, who had listened very carefully to the stories told by their 
parents. 
Eventually, the last group of everyone, who helped me to procure wanted items of the 
airplane, everyone who joined me in my 
search for traces of crew and everyone 
who lent a hand advising me how to 
continue my work. All of them 
encouraged me to study the information 
about the Koniowka's Flying Fortress. 
Most of my helpful informants, speakers 
of two different languages, unexpectedly 
showed huge interest in my work during 
our correspondence, so I decided to tell 



the sixty-five year-old story using both languages. In so doing I would like to honor their 
participation in my project and bring together the readers in the USA and Poland 
simultaneously in the events of the flight. 

Boguslaw Zicba 
 
 
 
 

 
 


