
 

 

St. Charles County Veterans Museum Design Competition 
 

The War On Terror Tribute Mission 
As much of the nation was just starting the day on the 
morning of 11-SEP 2001, 19 terrorists hijacked four 
East Coast flights, crashing three of the airplanes into 
targets in New York and Washington, D.C.  The fourth 
plane slammed into a field in Pennsylvania after 
passengers fought back.  
 
The al Qaeda-led attacks prompted President George 
W. Bush to declare a global “War on Terror” military 
campaign, in which he called on world leaders to join 
the U.S. in its response.   
 

The war on terror began with airstrikes by the United States in Afghanistan at Taliban 
and al Qaeda training camps and targets.  Soon ground troops were deployed with 
special forces striking in Kandahar. In the coming weeks, many of our allies joined the 
U.S. coalition.  Later, U.S Troops would be deployed to countries harboring terrorist 
throughout the world. In December 2001, Kandahar, the last major stronghold of the 
Taliban fell. 
 
In 2003, the War in Iraq began as U.S. and coalition forces invade Iraq following 
intelligence that the country and its dictator, Saddam Hussein, possessed or were 
developing weapons of mass destruction.  George W. Bush would declare on 1-MAY 
2003, “Mission Accomplished,” adding, “The Battle of Iraq is one victory in a war on 
terror that began on September the 11th, 2001 and still goes on.” 
 
On 2-MAY 2011, the mastermind of 911 is brought to justice.  Osama bin Laden is 
neutralized by U.S. special operations forces during a raid in a Pakistan compound.  In 
December 2014, the war in Afghanistan officially ends.  President Obama does state 
over 10,000 U.S. troops will remain. 
 
Today, American forces are deployed all over in the world, many in harms way fighting 
in the War on Terror.   
 
The Vietnam Memorial Wall 
Dedicated, persistent, focused, and modern - all of these words describe Maya Lin. Maya was 
born on 5-OCT 1959. She designed the Vietnam Veterans Memorial.  Maya Lin was a senior at 
Yale when her design was chosen as the winner of the contest. The design itself was the object 
of much controversy.   After the controversy surrounding the design, many of the people who 
went to see the memorial were surprised at how well the elegant, yet simple monument honored 
those who had died. 
 



 

 

  



 

 

The Contest 
The St. Charles County Veterans Museum is hosting a competition to select an artistic concept 
for an outdoor tribute to honor and recognize our troops who are our First Line of Defense in the 
War on Terror.   

The mission is to design a fitting tribute honoring many of our 
neighbors, friends and loved ones have stood watch and been 
on the front lines.  Some have paid the ultimate sacrifice.  The 
competition is open to all high school and college students in 
St. Charles County.   
 
Entries should include a “concept sketch,” suggested materials 
and a brief description of how your design symbolizes the 
continuing struggle to keep America free and secure and honor 
those who serve.  The contest begins 1-JULY 2020. 
 
This mission of the St. Charles County Veterans Museum will 
be a considerable task.  In addition to the design challenges, 
sufficient funds must be raised to bring the tribute to fruition.   
 
Our mission starts with a vision.  We want your help.  Deadlines 

for concept submissions is Veterans Day, 11-NOV 2020 at which time semi-finalists will be 
chosen.  Fundraising for the tribute is underway.  It’s a worthy mission and will be one of the first 
of its kind in our area.   
 
For more information, contact the museum at 636-294-2657 or visit our website 
www.stcharlescountyveteransmuseum.org 
   

 

 
 
 
 
 
 


