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Robert Franklin Cox was born 11-NOV 1931.  He lived at 206 South 
Kingshighway in St. Charles MO. His parents were Mr. Talamus Cox 
(1905-unknown) and his mother was Eva P Winingear (1909-1950).  
He had one sister, Wanda.   

He enlisted 23-JUL 1947.  He was a PFC in the 23rd Infantry Regiment, 
2nd Infantry Division, Company F.  The 2nd Infantry Division is unique, 
in that it is the only U.S. Army division that is made up partially of 
South Korean soldiers, called KATUSAs (Korean Augmentation to the 

U.S. Army). This program began in 1950 by agreement with the first South Korean 
president, Syngman Rhee. Robert’s occupational specialty, or MOS, was truck driver, light.   

Robert Franklin Cox died as a result of a missile wound received in action in South Korea 
on 9-SEP 1950.  Robert was likely killed in the Battle of Pusan.  The Battle of Pusan 
Perimeter was a large-scale battle between United Nations and North Korean forces 
lasting from 4-AUG to 18-SEP 1950. The “Pusan Perimeter” was a 140-mile defensive line 
around the southeastern tip of the Korean Peninsula. It was one of the first major 
engagements of the Korean War.  An army of 140,000 UN troops, having been pushed to 
the brink of defeat, were rallied to make a final stand against the invading North Korean 
army of 98,000 men. At the end of the battle, each side had over 60,000 
casualties, killed, wounded, or captured.   

From the St. Louis Globe-Democrat 4-OCT 1950:  In a letter 
written to his parents just two weeks before he died, Cox said, he 
had just been in a battle where he lost many of his buddies.  He 
said his nerves were shattered and although he prayed to return 
home, he didn’t think he would make it. 

He died 9-SEP 1950.  He had been in the Army for three years and was 
just 19 years old.  Robert is buried at St. John’s United Church of Christ Cemetery in St. 
Charles MO.   

Robert Franklin Cox was likely awarded the following medals and ribbons: 

 United Nations Medal 
 •Korean Service Medal 

• Good Conduct Medal 
• National Defense Service Medal 
• Purple Heart 
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At 0230 hours, 8-September 1950, the enemy hurled a furious 
assault at the regimental position.  By 0330 hours, the 
attack, which was heavily supported by self-propelled gun 
and artillery fire, had succeeded in creating a wide gap in 
the Fox Company position, through which the enemy was 
infiltrating.  It was immediately evident that, unless this 
position was restored, the entire regimental front would 
collapse.  In order to plug the hole in the Fox Company 
line, a platoon was shifted from the Able Company position 
to the center of Fox Company.  This movement was 
accomplished under extremely heavy fire, and in total 
darkness.  With the coming of daylight, the enemy attack 
abated.  The remainder of day was spent in reorganizing the 
regimental position and the conduct of patrol activity.  
The enemy did not attack during the day.   

At 0330 hours, 9 September 1950, the enemy resumed his 
severe attack along the regimental front.  Enemy assaults 
came so frequently that it was impossible to maintain an 
accurate record of the efforts against individual 
companies.  Banzai attacks were directed at Charlie 
Company, Baker Company, George Company, and Fox Company.  
Casualties poured back from the front in a steady stream, 
and by 1100 hours, front line units were in urgent need of 
replacements.  It became necessary to thin the regimental 
Perimeter at various points, in order to reinforce those 
points under the heaviest attack.  Fox Company was 
reinforced by 15 units, particularly Headquarters and 
Headquarters Company, were committed.  Clerks, drivers, and 
specialists were formed into squads and rushed to weakening 
points on the regimental front, until the regimental 
reserve dwindled to 6 men.  The fierce attack by the enemy 
foot troops was heavily supported by all types of heavy 
weapons.  By 1237 hours the enemy attack abated, and the 
remainder of the day was comparatively quiet.   

Successful air strikes were conducted during the afternoon 
of 9-Septemer.  By 1800 hours, 800 casualties had been 
inflicted upon the enemy by ground and air strikes in the 
23d Infantry sector, but the situation remained highly 
critical.  Combat efficiency had been reduced to 38%, and 
there was no reserve.  Fortunately, the severe punishment 
inflicted on the enemy during 9 zse3ptember left him 
unwilling or unable to resume the attack, and the 23d 
experienced the first quiet night it had had in the 
Chengnyong Sector. 
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From the St. Louis Globe Democrat 4-OCT 1950: 
 

ST. CHARLES SOLDIER DIES AFTER BATTLE, E. SIDE GI WOUNDED 
A St. Charles soldier has died of his wounds and an East St. Louisan has been wounded 
the Defense Department announced yesterday.  Pfc. Robert F. Cox has died of wounds 
received in battle his parents Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Cox Sr. were informed.  Cox enlisted 
in the Army three years ago and served overseas for nearly two years. 

  His family moved to St. Louis two years ago.  In a letter written two weeks before he 
died, Cox said he had been in a major battle in which he had lost many of his buddies.  
He said his nerves were shattered and although he prayed to return home, he did not 
think he would make it.   

 

 

 

From the St. Charles Cosmos-Monitor October, 1950: 

SOLDIER DIES AFTER REQUEST FOR PRAYERS: BOB COX WROTE PARENTS 
HERE TWO WEEKS BEFORE DYING OF WOUNDS IN SOUTH KOREA 

The horrors of war were described by an 18-year-old soldier in a letter 
written to his parents in St. Charles just two weeks before he died of 
wounds received in Korea.  The soldier, Pfc. Robert F. Cox wrote to his 
parents, Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Cox, 206 S. Kingshighway, that he had 
participated in a major battle in which four of his companions were killed 
and 20 wounded.  “I need your prayers more than anything” the youthful 
soldier said.  “I pray to get home but it’s very doubtful.  My nerves are a 
wreck.  Believe me, war is hell.” 

Cox enlisted in the army more than three years ago and served three years 
in the Pacific area.  He was home last June on furlough.  He attended 
Marquette School in St. Louis.  His parents moved to St. Charles two years 
ago.   

Survivors, in addition to the parents, are three sisters, Mrs. Christine Gilpen 
of Memphis Tenn., Mrs. Juanita Derrick of Sun Valley, Calif., and Miss 
Shirley Frost of St. Louis, and a step-sister, Mrs. Paul Walters of St. Charles.  
The3 soldier was a member of the 23rd Infantry Regiment.  He died on 
September 9 according to the wire received from the war department.  The 
family expects to receive a letter pertaining to details of the death.  The 
young man would have been 19 years next month.  
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