
On This Day, 20-SEP 1944, We Honor a Fallen Hero 
 

Wilford “Rippy” Nolan Dixon was born 4-OCT 1921 in Tebbets 
Missouri in Southern Callaway County near Jefferson City.  He later 
moved to St. Charles MO.  He lived on East Tompkins Street. He 
worked for Patton-Tully of Memphis TN in St. Charles MO.  His father 
was Leonard Dolcy Dixon (1891-1959).  His mother was Hattie Lee 
Nolan Dixon (1891-1974).  Wilford had seven siblings; Leona, Helen, 
Leonard, Dorothy, Jessie, Gladys, and Wilbern.   
 
Wilford Dixon joined the service 5-DEC 1942 and left for overseas duty 
in May 1943. Wilford “Rippy” Dixon was a paratrooper in the 82nd 
Airborne, 504th Parachute Infantry Regiment.  He was a Technician 
Fifth Class, U.S. Army.  He has one brother in service, Pvt. Wilbern 

Dixon, who is stationed at Ft. Lewis, Wash. 
 
Wilford Dixon was wounded in action on 8-FEB 1944 in Italy but recovered and rejoined his unit 
in England.  The War Department notified his mother who lived at 119 McDonough Street.  
Wilford rejoined his unit in time for Operation Market Garden.  Operation Market Garden opened 
with Allied success all round. In the first landing, almost all troops arrived on top of their drop 
zones without incident. In the 82nd Airborne Division, 89% of troops landed on or within 1,000 
meters (3,300 ft) of their drop zones and 84% of gliders landed on or within 1,000 meters 
(3,300 ft) of their landing zones.  To their north, the 82nd arrived with a small group dropped 
near Grave securing the bridge. They also succeeded in capturing one of the vitally important 
bridges over the Maas-Waal canal, the lock-bridge at Heumen.  
 
Wilford Dixon killed in action in Holland while crossing Waal River during Operation Market 
Garden on 23-SEP 1944.   
 
The after-action report states:   
 
On 20- SEP the 3rd Battalion of the 504th commanded by Major Julian Cook was ordered by 
General Gavin to make an assault across the Waal River and secure a crucial bridge.  With artillery 
support the first wave of the 504th assaulted, in twenty-six assault boats, under intense fire, 
taking 200 casualties in the process. Finally on D plus 4, the 504th finally secured their hold on 
the bridge, fighting off another German counterattack just before noon.  
 
Sergeant Clement Haas recalls the Waal Crossing.  “A whistle blew and we ran our boats down to 
the water.  Lieutenant Magellas, “Rippy” Dixon (Wilford), Zimmerman and myself.”  Private John 
Schultz wrote, “I was on a boat with the 60 mm mortar squad and Wilford Dixon was right beside 
me.  About halfway across he was hit in the head and died immediately.  When we reached the 
other side, we headed for the bridge.  It was then we discovered we didn’t have the barrel for 
the mortar.  I was sent back to get it.  Our boat was still there.  I removed the barrel from Sergeant 
Dixon’s body and headed back to the squad.” 



 
Tec5 Wilford N. "Rippy" Dixon was 23 years of age and had a 
fiancé, Mavis.   
 
Wilford Dixon is buried at: Plot P Row 8 Grave 5 Netherlands 
American Cemetery Margraten, Netherlands.  He was award the 
Purple Heart with 2 Oak Leaf Clusters.  
 

Wilford N. Dixon is honored and remembered at the St. Charles County Veterans Museum.   
 
Wilford “Rippy” Dixson’s Lasting Legacy 
On 16-JULY 2022, Rippy’s niece, Sandi Rimpson visited the museum and shared a book titled, 
“The Crossing - A Dutch Tribute to 48 American War Heroes by Ad van Heiningen.  The 1977 film 
“A Bridge Too War” depicts Operation Market Garden and the Crossing of the Waal River.   
 
One of the main objectives of Operation Market Garden was to capture the two bridges across 
the Waal River in Nijmegen. 
 
In the book the Waal Crossing, part of Operation Market Garden, is called a suicide mission.  They 
were paddling across a wide and raging river in rickety canvas boats under a relentless barrage 
of machine gun fire.  These were not boats fit for traversing one of Europe’s largest rivers. The 
men of the 504th were sitting ducks wrapped in thin canvas.  Everyone involved thought it was 
doomed to fail.  But it had to happen.  The strategic Waal Bridge at Nijmegen had to be seized 
from German hands in September 1944 so the Allied Liberation Army rapidly pushing from the 
south, could advance on Arnhem.  Of the 26 boats attempting the crossing, only 11 made it to 
the far shore. 
 
In 2013, a new bridge replaced the Waal River Bridge at Nijmegen.  The name of the new bridge 
is “De Oversteek” which means “The Crossing.”  Here the 48 Americans killed crossing the Waal 
River on 20-SEPT 1944 are memorialized.  Every night at sunset since 2014 a veteran walks the 
bridge at the same pace as the lighting of the 48 streetlights spanning the bridge.   The  Forty-
eight street lamps illuminate in slow succession in honor of the 48 men who gave their lives to 
seize the bridge from Nazi control. 


