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CPO JAMES J CREGAN  
USNR RET 

Pearl Harbor and D-Day Survivor 
 

James J Cregan was born October 25, 1918. As a student he was serious about schooling 
and never missed a day at school.  One would think this 
punctuality was taught to him by the military, but it was just 
the way he lived his life.    

James joined the U.S. Naval Reserve on 8-FEB 1940. He was 
assigned to the USS Allen, a destroyer based at Pearl Harbor.  
The USS Allen an older ship, had the distinction of serving in 
both World Wars.  

In June 1941 he was reassigned to the USS Argonne a supply 
ship. On 7-DEC 1941 the USS Argonne was berthed across the 
harbor from the Arizona in the first repair slip at the north 
end of 1010 dock. As James recalled “I saw the planes come 
in, but I thought they were ours. You couldn’t tell they were 
Japanese planes till they flew by. Then you could see that big, 

red meatball on it.”  

James would later say in a newspaper interview, “two bombs fell on the USS Argonne, 
killing 15 men.” 

Editor’s note:  The after-action report for the USS Argonne, states: They (the crew) manned 
guns as quickly as possible (about 0758). Total rounds fired: 3" .23 caliber 196 rounds and 
.50 Cal. machine gun, 3885 rounds.  During the 
attack, a ship’s Marine detachment Corporal 
claimed shooting down an enemy plane with the 
.50 caliber machine gun aboard the USS Argonne.  
The after-action reports confirm, “one enemy 
bomber plane was shot down by .50 Cal. machine 
gun fire from this vessel. (Corporal Alfred Schlag, 
USMC), as bomber came along "1010" dock and 
turned toward Ford Island.  The report continues, 
No losses to personnel. Minor damage. 
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James, a chief pharmacist, said after the attack, “the remaining crew continued to do their 
jobs which was mostly caring for the wounded brought over from other ships, recovering 
bodies from the water and assisting with facility repairs.” 

James Cregan’s reserve status was officially changed to active duty on December 16, 
1941. In June 1943 James was back in Missouri, briefly assigned to the Northwest Missouri 
State Teachers College Maryville working with V-12 students.  

On 1-JAN 1944 he was assigned to Advanced Training Assembly Base Ledo Beach, Long 
Island, New York for training on LST’s for the Normandy Invasion.  A Landing Ship Tank 
(LST) is the naval designation for ships first developed during World War II (1939–1945) 
to support amphibious operations by carrying tanks, vehicles, cargo, and landing troops 
directly onto shore with no docks or piers. He was assigned to the USS LST-286 (two battle 
stars for World War II service) and the USS LST-400 (two battle stars for World War II 
service). 

On D-Day June 6, 1944 at Normandy he 
was in the landing party on LST-286.  

After surviving the Normandy Invasion, he 
was sent back to the to the South Pacific.  
James participated in landings at 
Kwajalein, Majureo and Eniwetok in the 
Marshall Islands and Manus in Popua New 
Guinea aboard the USS Syrma. He finished 

out his five years of active duty aboard the USS Kitty Hawk.  The USS Kitty Hawk was a 
cargo ship that was converted into an aircraft transport 
during World War II. 

He resumed his Naval Reserve duty for the next 32 years and retired 
after 38 years of service reaching the rank of Chief Petty Officer. He 
retired 28-OCT 1978. Just as he did in school, Jim had 100% 
attendance for all his scheduled drills since July 1946.  

James became the director of a medical lab in St Charles and also a 
partner in a retail pharmacy (Soellner's Pharmacy).  After retiring, 
James helped to start the James F. McDonell U.S.O. at Lambert Field. 
He had been a public administrator for St. Charles County, a board 
member of St. Charles County Parks and a member of the St. Charles 
City Council. 

 



3 
 

 

Along with James Cregan, three other St Charles County men survived the attack. 
Cregan and these four men were interviewed on the 50th anniversary of the attack on 
Pearl Harbor.   

FREDERICK W. BAUE (14-OCT 1915 to 10-JUN 2002) 

Fred Baue of St Charles was aboard the USS Chew, an old destroyer, docked near 
“battleship row” next to the USS Allen. As Fred recalled, “I was downstairs eating 
breakfast, I got up topside about 5 or 10 minutes after it started. The Oklahoma was 
already going down.” Fred, a torpedoman, said 
“You can’t shoot torpedoes at airplanes, so I wound 
up on a machine gun. I think our ship got credit for 
knocking down two planes.” 

Editor’s Note: According to the activity report of 
the attack, USS Chew downed one Japanese 
aircraft with her 3” guns and damaged two more. 
Her guns didn’t stop firing until the last of the 
attacking planes withdrew. Immediately 
after, Chew got underway to patrol the entrance to the harbor in search of Japanese 
submarines. She dropped 28 depth charges, and it was initially reported that she sank 
two Japanese submarines, but later reports seem to refute that claim. 

 GEORGE MCELFRESH (3-NOV 1914 to 12-NOV 1999) 
Another St Charles County resident was George McElfresh, an electrician’s mate first-
class aboard the USS Reigel, a destroyer docked near the entrance of the harbor. George 
had also just finished eating breakfast when the first attack had started.  The USS Reigel 
was moored in berth 13, U.S. Navy Yard, Pearl Harbor on December 7, 1941, undergoing 

major repairs and conversion. Approximately 
half the officers, including the Captain and 
Executive Officer and one third of the crew were 
on shore on authorized leave or liberty.  At about 
0815, December 7, 1941 an air attack by 
Japanese aircraft began on ships moored in Pearl 
Harbor and other military objectives on the 
Island of Oahu. This vessel has no armament 
installed hence could take no offensive or 

defensive action.  
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This command concerned itself with rescue efforts with ship's boats available. Ensign 
Charles R. Hake, U.S.N.R. volunteered as a boat 
officer and was put in charge of Rigel's #1 motor 
launch with a volunteer crew consisting of 
MILLER, Keith M., S1c., USN, Coxswain, 
WINEBARGER, Eugene, F1c., USN Engineer, 
SHEPHERD, Robert H., S2c., USN Bow Hook and 
BLAIR, William E., S2c USN Stern hook. This boat 
proceeded to rescue survivors from the 
U.S.S. West Virginia and succeeded in saving 
between 50 and 100 men who were injured or 
blown overboard and were in imminent danger of drowning or death from suffocation or 
burning due to flaming oil which covered the surface of the surrounding water. The work 
of this boat was stopped by a fouled screw in such a position that it was in imminent 
danger of destruction by burning. Ensign Hake and the crew succeeded in saving the boat. 
The attack on the West Virginia consisting of torpedo, bomb and machine gun assaults by 
waves of planes was at its height during the rescue operations above mentioned. It is 
considered that Ensign Hake and the crew of #1 motor launch as enumerated above are 
deserving of special commendation for the initiative, resourcefulness, devotion to duty 
and personal bravery displayed on this occasion. 

RAY BOHNENKAMP (25-JUN 1917 to 21-DEC 2007) 

Ray Bohnenkamp of Cottleville, a carpenter’s mate aboard the USS Schley, recalled “At 
first we thought it was aircraft exercises – until we started hearing the explosions. The 
ship I was on had almost all of the weapons off. We got a machine gun up and firing a half 
hour to 45 minutes after the attack started. But by then most of the damage was done.” 
He remembered the harbor being so crowded that he said, “it was just like shooting fish 

in a 

barrel”. When the attack on Pearl Harbor began, Schley had been undergoing an overhaul. 
At the time all of her guns were dismantled, leaving her unable to return fire on the 
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Japanese planes. During the attack, the men of USS Schley took on the aerial war 
machines with whatever they could get their hands on, mostly rifles and pistols. 

The crew did what they could, putting themselves at risk on the slim chance of downing 
the attacking aircraft with little more than handheld firearms. Though she was anchored 
among a group of other ships, which would have made for an easy target for Japanese 
pilots, the attackers were more focused on higher-value targets, especially the battleships 
berthed along Ford Island’s Battleship Row. 

When the attack ended, Schley was undamaged, and her overhaul continued almost 
immediately. Despite the rescue operations in Pearl Harbor, her overhaul was rushed and 
completed on December 20, at which point she began patrolling the channel leading in to 
Pearl Harbor. 

All four of these St Charles County veterans visited Hawaii to mark several anniversaries 
of the attack on Pearl Harbor. All of them were deeply touched by the ceremonies and 
the loss of the 1,100 servicemen whose bodies are entombed in the hull of the sunken 
ship, USS Arizona.  
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The following is a tribute to James Cregan on the occasion of his death, 6 December 1997 

As a representative of the Surgeon General of the Navy, as a fellow Naval reserve shipmate 
of more than thirty years, and as a personal friend for the same period, it is an honor and 
a privilege to say a few words to and about a great American. To Jim I would say “thank 
you, you have done all things well.” About him, I would say he had several successful 
careers. 

The one with which I was most familiar, of course, was his Naval career. In 53 years of 
working with Naval people from apprentice seamen to fleet admirals, I never met another 
who survived both the attack at Pearl Harbor and the landing at Normandy on D-Day. 

Jim enlisted in the Naval reserve in February of 1940 and was assigned to a destroyer at 
Pearl Harbor. After the Day of Infamy, he was assigned to the supply ship Argonne for the 
next two years. After brief duty at Northwest Missouri Teachers College, working with V-
12 students, he was ordered to an advanced training assembly base at Long Island New 
York, where he was in training on LSTs for the Normandy invasion. On June 4th, 1944 he 
was in landing party "D" on an LST. 

After surviving this, he was sent back to the South Pacific in an AKA and made landings at 
Kwajalein and Eniwetok. He completed his almost five years of active duty aboard the 
carrier Kitty Hawk. In six short years he achieved the rank of Chief Petty Officer, the highest 
rate available at the time. After the war, he resumed a very active reserve career and went 
to duty every year consecutively for the next 32 years. He logged a perfect drill attendance 
for the same period in a number of different units and retired in 1978 after 38 years of 
service. 

Retiring from the reserve, he continued service in the civilian arm of the Navy, the Navy 
League, and was president of the local chapter in the early eighties. 

Simultaneously, he pursued successful careers as director of a medical lab here in St. 
Charles, and partner in a retail pharmacy. After retiring from these ventures, Jim became 
public administrator of St. Charles, another “helping profession”. In this role he assisted 
many widows and infirm people in the management of their affairs. 

Over these years Jim amassed a host of friends, including the famous and near famous, 
as well as poor folks like Captain Bruce Smith and me. A few of these were his hunting 
buddy Red Schoendienst, Judge Jack Kelly a boyhood friend, and many, many others. You 
have all heard the old saying, “though he walked with kings, he never lost the common 
touch”. 

To his friends there was no secret to his formula for success: 
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#1 He was very long on integrity-when he said something you knew it would happen. 

#2 He was loyal-to the Navy, to his family, his business associates and his friends. 

#3 He was a real humanitarian-generous to a fault-a real man for others.  

And finally, he was above all else, a gentleman. 

Good fortune followed him most of his life. He had two loving wives, beautiful children, 
and generally good health until the last few years. Speaking only for myself, it hurt to see 
his step become hesitant, and the gleam in his eye dim a little bit. Yet even last year he 
enjoyed a golf outing and a dinner in his honor at Scott Air Force Base. 

So now Jim has shoved off. I think it would please him if we compared him to a ship which 
has left these troubled shores and passed over the horizon. Though we can't see him, he's 
still there. No ship will be named for Jim; no statue in Blanchette Park. None are needed. 
He leaves living, breathing monuments in his family, in those he helped, and in each of us 
here. 

While it is not my role to preach, I believe that the Fleet Admiral in the sky has already 
said “welcome aboard Jim. I was hungry and you staked me to a meal; thirsty and you 
bought me a drink; I was sick and you gave me medicine, broke and you slipped me a ten-
spot, in prison and you visited me. Come in here Jim, you inherit the kingdom”. 
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         THE CAREER OF CPO JAMES J CREGAN USNR-R 
Enlisted U.S. Naval Reserve 8 February 1940 
Called to active duty 16 December 1941 
Assigned to USS ALLEN (DD--66) at Pearl Harbor T.H. 
Transferred to USS ARGONNE (AG-315) June 1941 (base force Flag Ship)  
On Board USS ARGONNE (AG-31) December 7, 1941 at Pearl Harbor T.H. 
Assigned to Northwest Missouri State Teachers College Maryville, Missouri  
    to Commission V-12 School for Officer Candidates June 16, 1943 
Advanced Training Assembly Base Ledo Beach, Long Island, New York 1 January 1944 
USS Lst-286 11 February 1944 USS Lst-400 4 April 1944 
     (Training for landing party from Lst's for invasion of France June 1944) 
Landing Party D-Day June 6, 1944 Landing in France 
IJSS SYRMA (AKA-134) 21 August 1944 
Landing in South Pacific aboard AKA at the following islands:  
     KWATALEIN, MANUS, MAJURO and ENIWETOK. 
USS KITTY HAWK (CV-63) 2 December 1944  
USN PSC Memphis Center 3 October 1945  
Released to inactive duty 5 October 1945 

 
1946 US Naval Hospital, Great Lakes, Illinois 
1947 A.B.C. Warfare School, Great Lakes, Illinois  
1948 US Naval Hospital, Oakland, California 
1949 NAVMARCORESCEN, St. Louis, Missouri 
1950 NAVMARCORESCEN, St. Louis, Missouri 
1951 US Naval Hospital, Great Lakes, Illinois 
1952 NAVMARCORESCEN, St. Louis, Missouri 
1953 US Naval Hospital, Great Lakes, Illinois 
1954 US Naval Hospital, Great Lakes, Illinois 26 June 
1955 NAVMARCORESCEN, St. Louis, Missouri 11 January  
1956 US Naval Hospital, Oakland, California 8 January  
1957 US Naval Air Station, St. Louis, Missouri 15 January  
1958 US Naval Hospital, Oakland, California 30 November  
1959 US Naval Hospital, Oakland, California 10 October  
1960 US Naval Hospital, Great Lakes, Illinois 2 February 
1961 US Naval Hospital, Great Lakes, Illinois (Non-Pay) 27 August  
1962 USS LAKE CHAMPLAIN (CVS-39) 10 March  
1963 USS BERRY (DD-933) San Diego, California 23 March 
1964 US Naval Hospital, Great Lakes, Illinois (Non-Pay) 16 February  
1965 US Naval Hospital, Corp School Great Lakes, Illinois 19 January  
1966 US Naval Hospital, Oakland, California 3 March  
1967 NAVMARCORESCEN, St. Louis, Missouri 13 February  
1968 NAVMARCORESCEN, St. Louis, Missouri 23 March  
1969 NAVMARCORESCEN, St. Louis, Missouri 10 March  
1970 USS SHIELDS (DD-596) San Diego, California 28 February  
1971 US Naval Hospital, Oakland, California 20 March  
1972 US Naval Hospital, Oakland, California 4 March  
1972 USS FRESNO (LST-1182) 24 September 
1973 US Naval Hospital, Oakland, California 9 April  
1973 US Naval Hospital, Oakland, California 15 October  
1974 US Naval Hospital, Oakland, California 10 February  
1975 US Naval Hospital, Oakland, California 6 March  
1976 USS CARPENTER (DD-825) 11 January 
1976 US Naval Regional Medical Center, Jacksonville, Florida 31 July  
1978 Retired 28 October 1978 


