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ROSCOE EMMETT MOULTHROP  
Roscoe Emmett Moulthrop III was born 17-JUL 1944 in Bethany 
MO.  His parents were Roscoe Emmett Arlington Moultrop (1913-
2007) and Esther Myrtle Burton Moulthrop (1913-2014).  He 
attended South Harrison High School in Bethany and graduated 
from University of Missouri with a bachelor’s degree in philosophy 
in 1967.   

In 1968 Roscoe joined the Air Force.  He married Julie Pelot.  
Moulthrop spent the next eight 
years as a missile launch officer 
and on the wing staff at 

McConnell Air Force Base, Kansas and Malmstrom Air 
Force Base, Montana.  During this time, Roscoe and Julie 
had two children: Scott and Elizbeth.  Elizabeth lives in 
Chesterfield MO while Scott lives in New Braunfels, Texas.   

While he was serving, Moulthrop continued his education.  He completed Squadron Officer 
School in 1972 and Air Command and Staff College in 1973.  In 1975 he earned his master’s 
degree in Management at Webster College.  In 1981 he completed National Security 
Management and attended Air War College in 1983.   

Roscoe served three years at Strategic Air Command (SAC) headquarters in the underground 
command center at Offutt Air Force Base in Nebraska.  From 1978-1979 he served as 
Executive Officer, Directorate Command Control Headquarters Strategic Air Command.   

Roscoe would then serve three years at the Air Force Military Personnel Center, from 1979 
to 1981 as Chief Air Force Institute of Technology (AFIT) Selections Headquarters Air Force 
Military Personnel Center at Randolph Air Force Base, Texas.   

Moulthrop returned to Missile Command in 1982-1983, this time in the 351st Organizational 
Missile Maintenance Squadron (OMMS) at Whiteman Air Force Base in Missouri. He served 
as Maintenance Supervisor, 351st Field Missile Maintenance Squadron (FMMS) at Whiteman 
from 1983-1984. From 1984-1985 Roscoe served as Chief Maintenance Controls Division, 
351st Strategic Missile Wing at Whiteman. He served 1985-1986 as Commander 90th 
Organizational Missile Maintenancee Squadron (OMMS) at Warren Air Force Base in 
Wyoming.  In 1986, Roscoe was promoted to Deputy Commander 90th, Combat Support 
Group (CSG) while at Warren Air Force Base.   

In 1993, Roscoe began his last assignment, as Wing Commander of the 44th Missile Wing 
with the Twentieth Air Force, at Ellsworth AFB, South Dakota.  By this time his missile 



experience included the Titan II, Minuteman and Peacekeeper.  On 4-JUL 1994, the 44th was 
to be deactivated.  Colonel Roscoe Moulthrop spoke at the Deactivation Ceremony retelling 
the storied history of the 44th.   

Colonel Moulthrop served in the US Air Force for 27 years. He retired to Princeton MO and 
later moved to Lake St. Louis MO, where he took up woodworking. He loved music.  He died 
on 6-Jun 2013, at the age of was 68.  He is buried at Jefferson Barracks National Cemetery in 
St. Louis.   

Roscoe Emmett Moulthrop would like to be remembered as a peacemaker, service above 
self, to believe deeply in 
something bigger than self. It 
is a privilege to have served 
the country with honor and 
help to safeguard a land 
dedicated to preserving 
individual freedoms. He 
believed it is better to sin by 
taking action against injustice 
and evil, and let God judge 
the result. 

Roscoe Moulthrop’s career, 
his words, and the history of 
the 44th is also the story of 
the United States Cold War.   

 

  



HISTORY OF THE 44TH MISSILE WING  
The 44th Missile Wing was 
activated on 1-JAN 1962.  After 32 
years of service, the 44th has met 
and overcome significant 
challenges in a time of transition 
from Cold War Strategic Alert to 
Cold War victory.   

In April 1963, using a newly 
designed transporter erector, the 
first intercontinental ballistic 
missile (ICBM), a Minuteman I was 
emplaced near Wall, South 
Dakota.  The first complete flight 
of 10 missiles officially assumed 
alert in June 1963 and all of the 

wing’s 150 missiles were combat ready by November 1963 (Cuban Missile Crisis was OCT 
1963).   

On 1-MAR 1965, the 44th conducted Operation Long Life, a Minuteman missile launched 
from a facility north of Newell South Dakota.  This test demonstrated the capability of the 
Minuteman I to launch successfully from an operational launcher.  The first stage contained 
about seven seconds of live fuel; the second and third stage were inert.  The impact was 
approximately 6000 feet from the launch facility.   

During May 1967, the 68th Strategic Missile Squadron incorporated the Airborne Launch 
Control System to enhance the survivability of Minuteman launch capabilities and increase 
effectiveness of the weapon system.  The Minuteman Modernization Program, upgrading 
the Minuteman I to the Minuteman II Inter Continental Ballistic Missile (ICBM), began in 
October 1971 and was completed in March 1973.  In January 1974, the first simulated 
electronic launch evaluated the reliability of the 44th’s Minuteman II force.  In 1985, Rivet 
MILE, the Minuteman Integrated Life Extension Program, refurbished all missile sites, 
guaranteeing their viability through the year 2000.   

In August 1988, the 44th’s first mixed gender missile combat crew performed alert at a 
launch control center.  In June 1989, the 44th set its best alert rate in 16 years (99.7%) with 
one of Strategic Air Command’s oldest, most maintenance intensive weapon systems.  



 
During April 1991, the 
proposed deactivation of the 
Minuteman II weapon 
system was publicly 
announced.  Six months 
later, on 27 September 1991, 
President George Bush, in a 
nationally televised address 
announced a series of 
dramatic initiatives to lower 
Cold War tensions.  This plan 
for peace required the 
withdrawal from “Alert” 
within 72 hours, of all 450 
Minuteman II ICBMs.  
Maintenance, security police 
and operations personnel 
worked around the clock to 
dissipate launch codes in 15 
launch control centers an 
install safety switches in 150 
launch facilities, completing 
this phase of deactivation in 
47 hours.   
In October 1991, the 44th 
removed the first reentry 
vehicle from a launch facility near Red Owl, South Dakota.  After two and a half years of 
deactivation, the last missile was pulled on 7-APR 1994.   

  



With release of a missile 
alert facility and launch 
facility located east of Wall 
South Dakota, the National 
Park Service will preserve 
the 44th in South Dakota 
history forever.  The 
Minuteman Missile 
Procedures Trainer and on-
base training launch facility 
were transferred to the 
South Dakota air and Space 
Museum to preserve other 
symbols of the Cold War 
Victory.   
  



 

The 44th Missile Wing has a long and distinguished history.  As the first 
Minuteman wing to deactivate, the men and women of the 44th have written 
history.  The task has been done under 
budget, without incident.  Without question, 
the United States and the world are a safer 
place because of what the 44th did there on 
the plains of South Dakota.   

As we close the 44th Missile Wing, it is 
important to reflect on the accomplishments 
of this organization, which extends back to 
World War II.  Patriots assigned to the 44th 
have served the cause of freedom around 
the world for over 50 years.  It was our 
privilege to have done so.  The last 
organization to fly the 44th colors 
contributed significantly to the course of 
history over the last 32 years.  We did this by 
maintaining, securing, and operating 150 
intercontinental ballistic missiles 
throughout 13,500 square miles of western 
South Dakota.   

The inactivation of the 44th Missile Wing is 
bittersweet because it means the closing the 
book on a grand organization, but also 
signifies unprecedented progress in world 
affairs.  The 44th is proud of what it has done 
to further world peace.  It is with these 
accomplishments in mind that we celebrate 
victory and look to the future with 
confidence.   

 

COL Roscoe E. Moulthrop, Commander 

  

  



 

MISSILES OF THE COLD WAR 

ICBM:  An intercontinental ballistic missile (ICBM) is a guided ballistic missile with a 
minimum range of 5,500 kilometers (3,400 mi) primarily designed for nuclear weapons 
delivery (delivering one or more thermonuclear warheads). 

Minuteman Missile:  The Minuteman was an Inter-Continental Ballistic Missile (ICBM).  The 
Minuteman entered service in 1962 as a deterrence weapon that could hit Soviet cities with 
a second strike and countervalue counterattack if the U.S. was attacked. Minutemen missiles 
were named for colonial Minutemen.  Minutemen were civilian colonists who independently 
organized to form militia companies self-trained in weaponry, tactics, and military strategies 
from the American colonial partisan militia during the American Revolutionary War. 
They were known for being ready at a minute's notice, hence the name. 

Titan Missile:  After the two accidents in 1978 and 1980, respectively, deactivation of 
the Titan III CBM system finally began in July 1982. The last Titan II missile, located at Silo 
373-8 near Judsonia, Arkansas, was deactivated on 5 May 1987. 

Peacekeeper:  The LGM-118 Peacekeeper, first known as the MX or "Missile-X" (for Missile 
Experimental), was an MIRV (Multiple Reentry Targetable Vehicle) capable intercontinental 
ballistic missile produced and deployed by the United States from 1985 to 2005. The missile 
could carry up to 12 re-entry vehicles (treaty-limited to 10), each armed with a 300-
kiloton W87 warhead in a Mk.21 reentry vehicle. Initially, 100 MX ICBMs were planned to be 
built and deployed, but budgetary concerns eliminated the final procurement. Disarmament 
treaties signed after the Peacekeeper's development concluded in its eventual withdrawal 
from service in 2005. 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 


