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CHIEF PETTY OFFICER CYRIL OBRECHT 
US NAVY 1939-1945 

 

Cyril Obrecht was born on August 3rd' 1915 to Henry and Anna 
Obrecht. He was born and raised in the 2-story house that still 
stands at the corner of Elm and Sonderen, which is approximately 
50 yards from the present Veteran's Museum. The location 
where the museum stands now was the family pasture where 
they kept the family cow and sheep. Cyril was the youngest of 10 
children. He quit school in the 7th grade and went to work to help 
support his family. Cyril was working for the railroad when he 
enlisted in the US Navy on Sept 9, 1939. He received his Basic 
Training at Great Lakes Naval Station. Cyril was trained as a ship's 
cook.  

Cyril boarded the USS Cincinnati (CL-6) on Nov 12, 1939 at which time the USS Cincinnati 
was on duty in the Atlantic. The Cincinnati was based at Pearl Harbor from April 1940, 
voyaging to Guam and the Philippines on 
transport duty at the close of that year. In 
March 1941, she returned to the Atlantic, and 
joined in the ever-expanding patrol operations 
in the western Atlantic. The Cincinnati 
escorted convoys to England & Russia, 
conducted submarine patrols. The Cincinnati 
was overhauled in early 1944 and Cyril was 
transferred to the USS Whippet. The 
Cincinnati received one battle star for World 
War II service. 

The Whippet (IX-129) was laid down on 31 October 1943 at New Orleans, La., by the Delta 
Shipbuilding Co. under a Maritime Commission contract (MCE hull 1933); launched on 15 
December 1943; delivered to the Navy on January 13 1944; and commissioned on 14 
January 1944, Lt. Comdr. R. Parmenter in command. Cyril was received aboard when the 
ship was commissioned and was promoted to Chief Petty Officer in the spring of 1944. 
Following shakedown out of New Orleans, the Whippet got underway late in January for 
duty in the South Pacific. She arrived at Bora Bora in the Society Islands on 27 February and 
remained there until 9 March when she continued her voyage. Two days later, the ship 
arrived at Funafuti and served there as station tanker until the beginning of the second 
week in May. On 10 May, Whippet headed for Oahu and, after a nine-day voyage, arrived 



in Pearl Harbor. Late in June, she had returned west of the International Dateline, arriving 
at Eniwetok on 24 June. For the next nine months, she served as station tanker at various 
forward bases in the Central Pacific-Eniwetok during the Marianas campaign and Ulithi 
during the struggles for the Paluas and the Philippines. By the spring of 1945, the tanker 
had moved to Saipan in the Marianas to prepare for the Okinawa assault. On 27 March, 
she departed Saipan and, on 2 April, entered the anchorage at 
Kerama Retto in the Ryukyus to the west of Okinawa. There she 
remained, serving again as station tanker until well after organized 
resistance on Okinawa ceased. On 25 July, she departed the 
Ryukyus and steamed via Ulithi to Leyte where she arrived on 7 
August. The Whippet remained there until 12 October when she 
got underway for Manila. The tanker arrived at Manila the 
following day and served there until near the end of the second 
month of 1946. Cyril was discharged from the Navy on 29 Oct 1945, 
having attained the rank of Chief Petty Officer. The Whippet 
received two battle stars for World War II service. 

After the war, Obrecht returned to O'Fallon where he married Ruth Sigmund. They lived 
at his parent’s house on the corner of Sonderen and Elm for 2 years with their 2 young 
children. They later built a home on Woodlawn Ave in O'Fallon where they raised 7 
children. Cyril worked for Ford Motor Co. for 30 years, until his retirement. He was a 
charter member of the O'Fallon VFW Post 5077. Cyril's friends in O'Fallon called him Chief 
in recognition of his wartime rank. Cyril died February 6, 1999.  

 


