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Richard A. Wittmeyer was born on 23-OCT 1947.  He died on 
21-JAN 2020 and is buried in Jefferson Barracks National 
Cemetery in MO.  His father was Arthur Alexander Wittmeyer 
(1919-1985) and his mother was Martha Louise Rhoads (1922-
1995). 

Richard attended the United States Military Academy, West 
Point for two years and graduated from Norwich Military 
School.  Norwich University, The Military College of Vermont,  is 
a private military academy in Northfield VT.  Norwich is the 
oldest private military college in the United States.  Richard 

received a BS in Psychology and Philosophy from Norwich University, 1969 and a 
postgraduate degree from Assumption College in 1970. He subsequently received a 
Master of Business Administration in Human Resources Management from Century 
University in 1986. 

Richard served in Vietnam from 1969-1972.  He would attain the rank of Major. (Editor’s 
note: Wittmeyer’s headstone at Jefferson Barracks cemetery erroneously indicates 1LT).  
He served in the 101st Airborne, earning his jump wings, and the Pathfinder Badge.  The 
Pathfinder is a military badge of the United States Army awarded to soldiers who 
complete the U.S. Army Pathfinder School at Fort Benning, Georgia. 

To be awarded the Pathfinder Badge, the soldier must 
complete Pathfinder instruction in advanced land 
navigation, advanced scouting, tactical air traffic control in 
the field, and the control of parachute operations; the badge 
is awarded on completing several examinations under field 
training exercise (FTX) conditions. Examinations include 
proficiency in sling load rigging and execution, planning and 
execution of helicopter landing zones (HLZ), air traffic control 
operations, aerial delivery of troops and supplies, and several 
others.  Richard was also rated a Marksman in Rifle and 
Pistol.   

Pathfinder 



Richard also served in the 8th Combat Infantry Division.   He 
served in Special Operations Aviation Command (SOA).  Special 
operations aviation traces its modern roots back to the early 
1960s and the formation of special warfare aviation 
detachments (SWAD) and finally a task organized helicopter 
company as Army Special Forces prepared for Vietnam.   

Richard was awarded a Purple Heart while in Vietnam.  He once 
told his wife Carol he jumped out of a 
perfectly good helicopter! .  When his 
father died, he placed his Purple 
Heart in his father’s casket 

Richard and Carol were married in 2004.  Richard would often 
counsel men struggling with drug addictions. Richard died on 
21-JAN 2020.  Carol and Richard were married for 16 years.   

Carol Wittmeyer’s father was Elwyn Farney Quinn (1914 to 
1986), who had the distinction of serving in three wars: World 
War II, Korea and Vietnam.   
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