EUEL (BUD) BAILEY
US Army 1941-1944

Euel Bailey enlisted in the Army on Dec. 1, 1941 and
was sent to Camp Roberts, outside Los Angeles, CA.
On Dec. 7 he and three other recruits were given 12hour passes. Just prior to leaving camp, they received
the news that Pearl Harbor was under attack. The
four recruits were allowed to use their passes, but
were told to return to camp by 8:00 pm.
They stopped at the famous Brown Derby on
Hollywood Blvd, but were told that the club was
closed because of the news from Hawaii. The
manager invited them to have a drink “on the
house”. While the four recruits were sitting at the
bar, they heard a group of people in the rear of the
club talking. It turned out to be several well-known movie stars and producers
that had gathered in the club to talk about what was happening in Hawaii. The
manager introduced the soldiers to the group, and provided each with a Brown
Derby commemorative postcard with the autographs of the celebrities. He invited
the four to bring the postcard back when they returned from the war to receive a
night's entertainment at the club.
Euel Bailey completed his basic training and spent the next 2 years as an
instructor teaching recruits how to use M1 rifle and Browning automatic rifle. He
also trained special operations recruits how to ride motorcycles equipped with
handlebar-mounted machine guns. In 1944 Bailey was shipped to the Philippines
and was preparing to be part of the invasion of Japan when the war ended.
After spending a few months in Japan as a member of the occupation force, he
returned to Kansas City MO where he was discharged.
Euel never returned to the Brown Derby for his night on the town, and it is
unknown what happened to the other three recruits.

