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CHARLES RICHARD “DICK” BREHME 
US ARMY 1942-1945 

 
Charles Richard “Dick” Brehme was born 31-JAN 1909 at 3440 
Ohio Street in St Louis, Missouri.  His father was William August 
Brehme (1876-1972) and his mother was Ida A. Lingren (1883-
1956) He had one brother Arthur (1905-1973) and one sister 
Ruth Olivia Marie (1906-1981).  His sister married Edward John 
Pundmann (1888-1968).  Charles was the youngest of the 
siblings.  He attended grammar school completing the seventh 
grade.  At age 31, Charles was living with his parents in Lemay 
MO in South St. Louis County.  Charles married Lois Weger on 
17-FEB 1945 (1911-2000). 

On his draft card, Charles lists Scruggs Vandervoort Barney as 
his employer.  He worked in the delivery department.  His 
father, William worked at the store as a maintenance manager 

for 42 years.  At the time, he lived in Lemay MO.   

Scruggs, Vandervoort & Barney was a department store founded in St. Louis, Missouri in 
1850, by M.V.L. McClelland and Richard Scruggs as McClelland, Scruggs & Company.  The 
company started out as a dry goods store, with the first store opened on North 4th Street 
in downtown St. Louis. In 1860, William L. Vandervoort joined the company. Then, in 
1870, McClelland retired, and Charles E. Barney replaced him in the company.  In 1907, 
the company moved to the Syndicate at Tenth and Olive streets. Ten years later, they 
acquired the Mermod Jaccard King Jewelry Company, incorporating themselves into its 
downtown location. They were well known for holding several varieties of fashion shows. 
In the 1950s, now known as "Vandervoort's," they opened a branch store in Clayton and 
Crestwood Plaza in Crestwood, Missouri. The company was picketed by the NAACP for 
having unfair hiring practices, like many companies at the time. Vandervoort's suffered 
financial pressures and shuttered operations in 1969.  The Crestwood Plaza branch would 
be taken over by Famous-Barr the same year. 

Charles joined the Army on 12-JAN 1942.  His father, Mr. William August Brehme was sent 
a post card from the Army stating, “Charles was at Jefferson Barracks at the Reception 
Center waiting for transfer to basic training.” Charles Brehme entered the service 19-JAN 
1942 and trained at Fort Leonard Wood with the 26th Engineers.  He was later transferred 
to the 19th Engineers in Pasadena California.   
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Charles was sent to Europe in various staging areas in August 1942.  He had made stops 
in Ireland, Scotland and England.  Charles now moved to North Africa in the big push of 
7-NOV 1942 as part of Operation Torch.  Editors note:  Operation Torch, 8 NOV 1942 to 
13 MAY 1943 was an Allied invasion of French North Africa during the Second World War.     

Sometime before going into Africa, Charles was promoted to Corporal.  3rd Battalion 
deployed to the North Africa Campaign in 1942, where it conducted its first contested 
amphibious landing as a part of Operation Torch. The unit would move with and support 
allied forces east through North Africa during the Tunisia Campaign. 

 

Published in the Neighbor Link News 22-JUL 1943:  Tech Corporal Brehme of 
the 19th Engineers distinguished himself at Kasserine Pass North Africa on 
20-FEB 1943.  When an enemy sniper was firing into H & S Company Bivouac, 
Brehme was one of four men who volunteered to form a patrol to eliminate 
the sniper.  The patrol was almost immediately under artillery and machine 
gun fire but continued on towards the enemy making a thorough search of 
all the high ground.  Upon approaching the main line of resistance, the patrol 
learned that a forward platoon had been driven from its position.  After a 
brief reconnaissance, the patrol occupied the position and sent word to 
headquarters that they would hold until relieved.  However, a general 
withdrawal was ordered before a relief was organized and the patrol held the 
position unaided until after the forces were withdrawn.   

 

He was awarded the Legion of Merit for his actions on this day at the Battle of Kasserine 
Pass in Tunisia.  Editors note:  The Legion of Merit Award was new in 1942 and just 
recently authorized.   The Legion of Merit (LOM) is a military award of the United States 
Armed Forces that is given for exceptionally meritorious conduct in the performance of 
outstanding services and achievements. The decoration is issued to members of the eight 
uniformed services of the United States as well as to military and political figures of 
foreign governments.  It is one of only two neck worn awards.  The other is the 
Congressional Medal of Honor. 

In July 1943 Brehme was a Technician Fourth Grade in July 1943.   

On 10-JUL 1943, II Corps, commanded now by Major General Omar Bradley, took part in 
the amphibious invasion of Sicily (codenamed Operation Husky) under command of the 
U.S. Seventh Army. It played a key part in the liberation of the western part of the island. 
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The corps consisted of the 1st Infantry Division (United States), 3rd, 9th, and 45th Infantry 
Divisions. The Allied campaign in Sicily came to an end after 38 days. 

On 9-SEP 1943, Fifth Army landed an invasion force on a 20-mile stretch of beach south 
of Salerno, Italy, becoming the first American force to invade mainland Europe. Now 
under Major General Geoffrey Keyes (a former St. Louisan), II Corps was sent to the Italian 
Front, arriving in mid-November as part of the U.S. Fifth Army, where it was to serve for 
the rest of the conflict, participating in grueling mountain warfare and often experienced 
fighting in terrible weather conditions.  

In late January 1944 II Corps, now with the 1st Armored Division under command, took 
part in the Battle of Rapido River, part of the first Battle of Monte Cassino, to distract 
German attention away from the Anzio landings. The operation failed with heavy losses 
in the 36th Division. During the fourth and final battle of Cassino in May, II Corps consisted 
of the 85th and 88th Infantry Divisions. For the assault of the German Gothic Line, II Corps 
consisted of the 34th, 88th and 91st Infantry Divisions. The corps moved up the western 
side of Italy, and fought in the Spring 1945 offensive in Italy, where it ended up on the 
right flank of the Fifth Army in May 1945.  

Progress was then good for a couple of weeks and the Fifth Army crossed the Barbara 
Line (During the Italian Campaign of World War II, the Barbara Line was a series of German 
military fortifications in Italy, some 10–20 miles south of the Gustav Line), and the 
Volturno Line until the Germans turned, stood and fought. They had established a 
position on the Winter Line (also known as the Gustav Line), which included the 
formidable defensive positions at San Pietro Infine in the Liri Valley and at Monte Cassino. 
By this point, Fifth Army had been reinforced by a second American corps, II Corps, 
commanded by Major General Geoffrey Keyes (Charles would later receive a Bronze 
medal presented by Keyes).  By the end of November Clark's Fifth Army had almost 
doubled in size, with the addition of French General Alphonse Juin's French Expeditionary 
Corps, from 130,247 men to 243,827.  With the failure of the first operations to capture 
Monte Cassino, an attempt was made to exploit the Allied preponderance in sea power 
before the coming invasion of Normandy robbed the Mediterranean of the naval forces 
necessary for an amphibious assault to seize Rome. 

On 22-JAN 1944 in Operation Shingle, the army suffered many of the same problems as 
had been seen at Salerno. A perceived lack of initiative on the part of the commander, 
Major General Lucas, combined with worries about the Germans catching VI Corps off 
balance if it advanced too far inland resulted in the beachhead being bottled up. The 
Germans launched a series of attacks and counterattacks, with both sides sustaining 
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heavy losses, and nearly breached the last beachhead defenses before again being driven 
off by heavy naval and air support.  

After the failure of Operation Shingle, a large re-organization took place. Previously the 
Apennines had been the rough dividing line between Fifth and Eighth Armies. However, 
the dividing line was shifted westwards, to allow the concentration of both armies on the 
western side of Italy for maximum firepower to break through to Rome. Fifth Army was 
relieved of responsibility for Cassino and the final phases of that battle saw Indian, New 
Zealand and finally Polish troops thrown against the fortress.  

The breakthrough was achieved during the spring of 1944. Coordinated assaults by all the 
Allied forces, except V Corps, which was confined to a holding action, broke through. II 
Corps (Charles) attacked along the coast, the French Expeditionary Corps, in a classic 
demonstration of mountain warfare, broke through on the right flank of Fifth Army, and 
VI Corps, now commanded by Major General Lucian K. Truscott, broke out of the Anzio 
beachhead. By early summer, Allied forces were well on their way to capturing Rome. 

Two days after Rome fell, on 4 June 1944, Operation Overlord was launched. In the final 
offensive of the Italian campaign, launched in April 1945, against the German Army Group 
C, the Eighth Army initiated the main offensive on the Adriatic coast, and then the Fifth 
Army also broke through the German defenses around Bologna. The German units, in the 
main, were pinned against the Po River and destroyed, or at the very least deprived of 
their transport and heavy weapons, which effectively made many of them useless.  

Its role in Italy cost Fifth Army dearly. It suffered 109,642 casualties in 602 days of combat, 
of which 19,475 were killed in action. 

The St. Louis Globe-Democrat reported on 27-MAY Charles Richard Brehme 
was awarded a Bronze Star while serving in Italy.  The Post-Dispatch reported 
on 27-MAY 1944, “Cpl Charles R. Brehme 731 Ruprecht Avenue, Lemay has 
been awarded the Bronze Star for Heroic action with the Fifth Army in Italy.  
The award was made by Maj. Gen. Geoffrey Keyes, a former St. Louisan, 
commander of the Fifth Army formation.   

Charles married Lois Weger on 17-FEB 1945.  After returning home, he became a truck 
driver.  Charles Richard “Dick” Brehme died 26-APR 1995 in St. Charles MO.  His wife Lois 
died in 2000.  According to the obituary, he had no surviving family.  He is buried in Saint 
John United Church of Christ Cemetery alongside his parents in St. Charles MO.   
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Brehme’s memorabilia includes postcards from Italy, newspaper clippings chronicling the 
troops in Italy from his parents, letters to his sister Ruth, his uniform and miscellaneous 
army gear, (including a mess kit and canteen cup that have been skillfully engraved with 
some rather racy illustrations of buxom females!)  
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Charles attained the rank of Tech Sergeant.  For his actions, he was recognized for having 
won two citations in two war zones.  His medals include: 

 Good Conduct Medal 
 European-African-Middle Eastern Campaign Medal with 5 Stars 
 Legion of Merit 
 World War II Victory Medal 
 Bronze Star Medal 

Patches on Uniform: 

 II Corp Patch on Shoulder 
 Honorable Discharge Eagle 
 Corp Castle 
 1 service stripe for three years-service 
 Service Bars  

 

 

 


