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CALVIN WILLIAM KNEEMILLER 
US ARMY 1943-1945 

Calvin William Kneemiller was born 13-SEP 1924.  His parents 
were Theodore William Kneemiller (1894-1966) and Meta M 
Feldman-Kneemiller (1901-1974).  Editor’s note:  In some 
publications the surname is spelled Knumiller.  He had three 
sisters: Lucille, Betty Jane and Mary Ellen and three brothers: 
Lloyd, Warren and Daniel.  According to his draft registration, he 
was employed by August Ostamenn, his friend, at 139 
Kingshighway Street in St. Charles.  In the 1930 Federal census, 
they lived on 8th Street in St. Charles.  In 1940, Calvin was 15 and 
lived on Taussig in St. Ferdinand Township, Florissant MO. 

Calvin joined the Army 12-JUL 1943 at Jefferson Barracks.  It is 
recorded that he had three years of high school.  Calvin was drafted and served in the 
345th Infantry Regiment, 87th Division.  The division was known as the “Golden Acorn 
Division.”   

In His Words. . . 

Calvin wrote, “After I graduated from high school I 
was drafted into the Army.  The year was 1943 and 
I served two years and three months.  When I first 
went into the Army I was trained in the antiaircraft 
outfit.  We would train on how to shoot airplanes 
out of the sky.  I was first sent to Camp Haan in 
California for the antiaircraft training for about a 
year.  After that I was sent to Fort Jackson in South 
Carolina. 

I was assigned to the 345th Infantry Division.  We trained for about 6 months before we 
shipped over seas (sic).  I went over on the Queen Elizabeth.  This was the largest ship in 
the United States.  We landed in Glasgow Scotland.  Then we traveled to Biddel England 
where we trained for another six weeks.   

We crossed the English Channel and landed in France.  We were put on railroad cars and 
sent to the front lines in late October 1944.  The weather was getting cold.  I was wounded 
in the Battle of the Bulge on 9-JAN 1945 at the Bastian Crossing the Rhine River the 
Germans were hiding in the grape vines.  I was hit by a German machine gun and wounded 
in the shoulder and left hip.  For this I receive a small Army pension.  I was sent to a hospital 
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in Paris France.  I did go to a reunion for my infantry but did not 
know anyone that attended.  In my patrol, consisting of 48 men, 
only 6 survived.   

The war ended in April 1945 and I was sent back to the United 
States.  I was discharged at Camp McCoy, Wisconsin on 5-DEC 
1945. 

Calvin proudly served his country in the Army during World War 
II. He received a Purple Heart for injuries suffered during action 
at the Battle of the Bulge.  

 

Calvin participated in the following campaigns: 

 Rhineland (15-SEP 1944 to 21-MAR 1945) 
 Ardennes-Alsace, or Battle of the Bulge (16-DEC 1944 to 25-JAN 1945) 
 Central Europe (22-Mar 1945 to 11-MAY 1945) 

 

Back in the States 

Calvin was discharged at Camp McCoy, Wisconsin on 5-DEC 1945.  In FEB 1947, Calvin 
married Phyllis Sebacher (1927-2010) of St. Charles, Missouri.  They lived in St. Charles 
County, MO.   Calvin retired from State Farm Insurance Company in 1988. He was one of 
the area’s first Auto Estimators, when he was hired in 1968. Calvin also worked at Valley 
Ford as an auto body repairman.  

For over 25 years Calvin helped the poor and less fortunate by collecting monthly for the 
Daily World Missionaries. He had a deep-rooted desire to help the less fortunate 
especially the children of Haiti where Calvin and Phyllis would sponsor children who they 
would consider an extended part of the family.  

Calvin William Kneemiller of St. Charles, Missouri, died on Wednesday, 11-JAN 2017, at 
the age of 92. He is buried in Saint Charles Borromeo Cemetery along with his wife of 63 
years Phyllis, in St. Charles MO.   
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Combat Chronicle of the 87th 

The 87th Infantry Division arrived in Scotland, 22-OCT 1944, and trained in England, 23-
OCT to 30-NOV 1944. It landed in France, 1–3 December, and moved to Metz, where, on 
8-DEC, it went into action against and took Fort Driant. The division then shifted to the 
vicinity of Gros-Réderching near the Saar-German border on 10-DEC and captured 
Rimling, Obergailbach, and Guiderkirch. 

The 87th was moving into Germany when, on 16-DEC 1944, German Field Marshal Von 
Rundstedt launched his offensive in the Ardennes forest (Battle of the Bulge). The Division 
was placed in SHAEF (Supreme Headquarters Allied Expeditionary Force) reserve, 24–28 
DEC, then thrown into the Bulge battle in Belgium, 29-DEC. In a fluctuating battle, it 
captured Moircy on 30-DEC and Remagne on 31-DEC. On 2-JAN 1945, it took Gerimont, 
on 10-JAN Tillet, and reached the Ourthe by 13-JAN. On 15-JAN 1945, the division moved 
to Luxembourg to relieve the 4th Infantry Division along the Sauer and seized Wasserbillig 
on 23-JAN. The 87th moved to the vicinity of St. Vith, 28-JAN, and attacked and captured 
Schlierbach, Selz, and Hogden by the end of the month. After the fall of Neuendorf, 9-FEB, 
the division went on the defensive until 26 FEB, when Ormont and Hallschlag were taken 
in night attacks. The 87th crossed the Kyll River, 6 MAR, took Dollendorf on 8-MAR, and 
after a brief rest, returned to combat, 13-MAR 1945, crossing the Moselle on 16th and 
clearing Koblenz, 18–19 MAR. The division crossed the Rhine, 25–26 MAR, despite strong 
opposition, consolidated its bridgehead, and secured Grossenlinden and Langgöns. On 7-
APR, it jumped off in an attack which carried it through Thuringia into Saxony. Plauen fell, 
17-APR, and the division took up defensive positions, 20-APR, about 4 miles from the 
border to Czechoslovakia. On 6-MAY 1945, it took Falkenstein and maintained its 
positions until V-E Day. 

The 87th Division returned to the States in July 1945 expecting to be called upon to play 
a role in the defeat of the Imperial Japanese, but the sudden termination of the war in 
the Pacific while the division was reassembling at Fort Benning changed the future of the 
87th. The division was inactivated 21-SEP 1945.  The unit saw 154 days of combat. 

Casualties: 

 Total battle casualties: 6,034 
 Killed in action: 1,154 
 Wounded in action: 4,342 
 Missing in action: 109 
 Prisoner of war: 429  
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