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US ARMY 1917-1919 

 

Theodore William Kneemiller was born in Howell MO on 6-OCT 
1894.  He worked in Hamburg MO. His occupation was self-
employed farmer and later a baker.  According to the 1910 census 
he lived on Augusta Road in Dardenne MO.   His father was 
William Kneemiller (1865-1930).  His mother was Aurelia 
Katherine Kneemiller (1873-1858).  He had five brothers:  Alfred, 
Arnel, Edgar, Martin and Clarence.  He had one sister: Esther.  
Editor’s note: In some records his name is written as Knemuller. 

Theodore married Meta M. Feldman (1901-1974).  They had 
three daughters: Lucille, Betty Jane and Mary Ellen and four sons: 
Lloyd, Calvin, Warren and Daniel.  They lived at 608 S. Eighth 
Street in St. Charles Missouri.  The 1925 City Directory lists him as 

a baker at Denkar Bake Shop at 107 1/2 Main Street.  We believe later Theodore worked 
for Anhueser-Busch in St. Louis, MO.  In 1935 Theodore lived in St. Charles on 8th Street.  
He was 35 years old.  In 1940 Theodore lived on Taussig Ave in Florissant MO.   

Theodore Kneemiller grew up in the area of Howell and Hamburg Missouri.  On 9-SEP 
1940, Congress passed an act giving the War Department authority to build up national 
defense by purchasing land and constructing munitions plants.  A little more than a month 
later, President Franklin Roosevelt authorized the War Department to purchase 20,000 
acres to build a munitions plant in southern St. Charles County at what is now known as 
the Weldon Spring Site.  About 700 people, many of whom lived on small family farms, 
were forced to sell their homes and leave.  Several families had 
roots in the area going back one hundred years or more.   

He entered the service 4-OCT 1917.  He was a private and served in 
the 354th Infantry, 89 Division, Company A.  The 89th was organized 
27-AUG 1917 at Camp Funston, Kansas.  The 89th Division was 
officially activated in August 1917 under the command of Major 
General Leonard Wood (the namesake of Fort Leonard Wood). 
Theodore and the division departed New York for France on the 
troopship Philadelphia on 16-APR 1918.  He fought at the Battles of 
Champagne-Marne, Aisne-Marne Defense, Aisne-Marne Offense all 
part of the Second Battle of the Marne.  The Second Battle of the 
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Marne was fought 15-JUL to  6-AUG 1918.  The battle was the last major German offensive 
on the Western Front during the First World War. The attack failed when an Allied 
counterattack, supported by several hundred tanks, overwhelmed the Germans on their 
right flank, inflicting severe casualties. The German defeat marked the start of the 
relentless Allied advance which culminated in the Armistice with Germany about 100 days 
later.  

The Evening Missourian reported on 23-NOV 1918, Theodore was wounded severely.  He 
was severely wounded in the right arm by shrapnel 
on 15-JUL 1918 on the first day of the Battle of the 
Marne offensive.  He was wounded while assisting 
a wounded corporal to cover into a shell crater.  He 
was binding his companion’s wound when he saw 
seven Germans soldiers who flung their grenades 
at him.  One grenade tore off his friend’s head 
while fragments lodged in his arm causing severe 
gashes.  To his surprise, a German officer gave him 
first aid.  Later he and another companion crawled 
into a nearby woods where they hid for seven days 
before they were found by an American patrol and 
sent to a hospital.  He fully recovered.   

He was discharged on 12-SEP 1919 at Camp Taylor 
Kentucky.  Kneemiller never understood why the 
German officer spared his life and rendered first 
aid in the midst of the battle. The long-held belief 
is the German officer read his name on his 
uniform, recognized he was of German descent, 
and chose to administer first aid.   

Theodore is listed on American Legion Post 312 in St. Charles, Missouri Charter 
Membership Roll on 1-APR 1921.  He was an original founder of the Post in 1919. The 
signing of the charter took place on April 1, 1921.  

Theodore William Kneemiller died 23-DEC 1966 in St Charles, MO.  He is buried in Saint 
John United Church of Christ Cemetery in St. Charles MO.   


