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JOHN FARIS MCGOOGAN 
USMC 1942-1946 

 

John Faris McGoogan was born 17-APR 1917.  John attended 
Maplewood Richmond Heights High School.  John was President 
of the HI-Y Club in high school.  The purpose of the Hi-Y program 
to “create, promote and maintain throughout the school and 
community higher standards of Christian community.”  John 
marries Evelyn Cecile Reeves (1920-2001) on 1-FEB 1947.  When 
John registered for draft on 16-Oct 1940 he lived at 7272 Bruno 
Avenue in Richmond Heights, St. Louis County MO.  His 
employer was Stix-Baer and Fuller Department Stores at Sixth 
and Washington.   

When World War Two began, John had a hernia and needed 
surgery so that he could pass the physical and join the Marines.   John finally enlisted on 
28-MAY 1942.  Before entering the Pacific theater, John served in Alaska.   

John McGoogan served in the 5th Marine Division, 26th Regiment.  The 5th Marine 
Division was activated on Armistice Day, 11-NOV 1943. The division's Headquarters 
Battalion officially began operating at Marine Corps Base Camp Pendleton on 1- DEC, at 
which time men and equipment began streaming into Camp Pendleton. The official 
activation date for the Division was 21-JAN 1944. The division had a solid core of combat 
veterans from the beginning, however there were many issues raising the total required 
number of Marines as the Marine Corps had to provide combat replacements to other 
divisions and staff the newly formed 6th Marine Division also.  Among the personnel 
forming the new division were Marines from the former 1st Marine Parachute Regiment, 
the Raider Training Battalion, the Parachute Training School, West Coast, and the 
Parachute Replacement Company. 

Parts of the division began to deploy overseas to act as the reserve force during the Battle 
of Guam where they were not needed. Because of this they were sent to Camp Tarawa 
near Hilo, Hawaii for further training. While there the 31st Naval Construction Battalion 
was attached to the Division tasked as shore party for the upcoming operation.  After 
more extensive training the division loaded ships and left Hawaii in JAN 1945. By mid-
February they were sailing past Saipan headed for Iwo Jima. 
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The 5th Division landed on beaches red 1, red 2 and 
green 1 at the base of Mount Suribachi on 19-FEB 1945 
on Iwo Jima. The division sustained heavy initial losses, 
so much so that by that afternoon, the 26th Marine 
Regiment (26th Marines) had to be released as the 
division reserve.  The 26th, John’s Regiment, landed on 
D+1, the 26th Marines and began offensive combat 
operations.  

John McGoogan came ashore with the 26th Regiment and immediately went in combat.  
John was a gunner on a 30 caliber, air-cooled machine gun 
crew (a five-man crew).  On 19-FEB 1945, on Iwo Jima, out 
of ammunition, the ammunition bearer went for ammo and 
was quickly wounded.  John grabbed a stretcher to help him 
and he too, was wounded.  John was evacuated and taken 
to a hospital ship.   

On 19-MAR 1945 John’s parents were informed: “…your son, Corporal John F. McGoogan, 
USMC, was wounded in action against the enemy on 19 February, 1945 at Iwo Jima, 
Volcano Islands.”  On 29-MAR 1945 they received another letter:  “…your son sustained a 
wound of the leg and on 4 March, 1945 was reported as 
being in a Naval hospital for further treatment.” Finally, 
on 8-JUN, 1945 they were notified: “…your son has been 
returned to duty on 18 April, 1945. 

On 23-FEB, two American flags were raised on Mount 
Suribachi by members of the 28th Marine Regiment. 
The battle for Iwo Jima would last another month.  The 
5th Division would fight on Iwo Jima from 19-FEB until 
26-MAR where they would sustain 2,482 killed in action, 
19 missing in action, and 6,218 wounded in action.  This 
was the highest casualty rate among the three Marine 
divisions involved in the invasion. The 5th Division 
began loading onto ships on 26 MAR, finally leaving Iwo 
Jima on 27 MAR 1945 sailing for Hawaii for refitting.  
Because the division was so badly beaten up, they were 
held out of the next landing on Okinawa.   

John was on the hospital ship when the flag was raised 
on 23-FEB.   

McGoogan was a gunner on a 30 caliber  
air-cooled machine gun 
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It was reported by the Post-Dispatch on 15-MAR 1945 
that “Corporal John McGoogan was wounded in action 
on Iwo Jima.”  The paper also noted that McGoogan 
was the nephew of William J. McGoogan of Post-
Dispatch Sports staff.   

Iwo Jima became an important support and emergency 
landing field for aircraft based out of the Marianas. In 
recognition of the 5th Marine Division's sacrifice in 
securing the island, the U.S. Army Air Corps 9th 
Bombardment Group named a B-29 "The Spearhead", 
with elaborate nose art depicting the 5th Division's 
insignia and the flag raising on Mt. Suribachi. 

The 5th Division returned to Camp Tarawa, Hawaii and 
remained there until the end of the war. After the 
Japanese surrender, John McGoogan and the division 
set sail for Japan where they occupied the southern 
island of Kyushu.  

The 5th Division left Japan in NOV 1945 and arrived in 
San Diego, California the week of Christmas 1945. The 
majority of the division's Marines were discharged 
shortly thereafter. The 5th Division was inactivated on 
5-FEB 1946.  

The Globe Democrat reported on 24-JUL 1945, “John McGoogan was awarded the 
Purple Heart for wounds received on Iwo Jima.” 

John F. McGoogan was released from the Marines on 28 May 1946.  He and his wife, 
Evelyn had three children; Lynn, John, Mary and Mark.  John died on 27-NOV 1995.    He 
is buried at Jefferson Barracks National Cemetery.   

During his time in occupied Japan, John Farris McGoogan acquired a few souvenirs and 
pictures of “locals.” Many years after the war, John’s son (John) wore his Class A 
uniform jacket for trick or treating on Halloween.  When young John, age ten, reached 
into one of the pockets, he discovered a few pictures of “local women” best described 
as “inappropriately dressed.” John told his father, “Hey, Dad look!”  John McGoogan 
quickly grabbed the pictures and stated, “We won’t tell Mom about these.”  The uniform 
is currently displayed in the St. Charles County Veterans Museum…minus the pictures! 

 


