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THE FOUR WILLIAMS BROTHERS 
 
 
Like the famous Sullivan boys, four Williams brothers-Norman, Wilton, James, and 
Donald-all served in the US Army. 

 
First to enter the service was Wilton, on August 10, 
1942. He was stationed at various points on the East 
Coast until February 1943 when he left Fort Dix for 
Oran, Africa with the 353rd Searchlight Battalion, a 
part of the Coast Artillery. His unit moved up the coast 
to France, eventually to Germany, and was at Dachau 
when the war ended. They then went to LeHavre, 
France where they guarded POWs until October 28, 
1945 when they set sail for the US. He was discharged 
on Veterans Day, 1945, having served three years, 
three months, and two days. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

James Williams entered the Army on July 21, 1944 
and arrived in Europe January 15, 1945 with 
Company I, 18th Infantry Regiment, 1" Infantry 
Division, the "Big Red One." Charged with 60mm 
mortar and machine gun operations, James' first day 
of combat duty came only days after his arrival in 
Belgium. Following the Battle of the Bulge in sub-zero 
temperatures, the 1" Division made its way into Nazi 
Germany including the vicious battle at Bonn, then 
Cologne, and on into Berlin. After eleven months, 
James left Europe on June 6, 1946, arriving stateside 
eleven days later. He was discharged June 23, 1946. 
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The last two Williams brothers-Norman and Donald-entered the Army after the war 
was over, Norman in September 1945 and Donald in April 1946. 

 
 
Norman's service was cut short when he fell ill 
while at Fort Dix. He remained hospitalized with 
rheumatic fever first at Fort Dix and then at 
Brooke General Hospital in San Antonio and was 
honorably discharged in July 1946 as a result of 
his illness. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Donald entered the Army in April 1946, 
serving first as a drill instructor, then as a 
medical corpsman, receiving his discharge in 
April 1947. But that wasn't the end of his 
military service. He enlisted in the US Air Force 
in December 1951, continuing his service until 
his retirement in January 1977 after twenty-
six years in the Army and the Air Force. His 
military medical career took him from Forbes 
AFB to Wiesbaden, Germany, the Philippines 
Islands, and England with intermittent stints 
back in the states.
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