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GERALD “GERRY” PAUL BOSSMAN 
US ARMY AIR CORPS 1943-1945 

 
Gerry Bossman was born 6-JUN 1923 near Rhineland Missouri.  His 
father was Paul Wilhelm Bossman (1893-1975), and his mother was 
Emma Mary Eikel (1898-1976). He had five siblings, brothers Melvin 
and William: and sisters Alice, Arline, Mildred. He attended school in 
Starkenburg and Rhineland.  Gerry was employed by his father in 
farming before joining the Civilian Conservation Corps.   

According to his draft card Gerry worked as a “Field Worker” for the 
Civilian Conservation Corps from 8-JUL 1941 to 7-JUL 1942, stationed 
in Mexico Missouri.  Editor’s note:  The Civilian Conservation Corps 
(CCC) was a voluntary public work relief program that operated from 
1933 to 1942 in the United States for unemployed, unmarried men ages 

18–25 and eventually expanded to ages 17–28. The CCC was a major part of President 
Franklin D. Roosevelt's “New Deal” that provided manual labor jobs related to the 
conservation and development of natural resources in rural lands owned by federal, state, 
and local governments. The CCC was designed to provide jobs for young men and to relieve 
families who had difficulty finding jobs during the Great Depression in the United States.  
Gerry served in CCC Company 3731.  According to his record and remarks in the CCC  
reported dated 7-JUL 1942, “His manner of performance was satisfactory.  His conduct, 
good.”  His project supervisor project supervisor wrote, “Enrollee worked for this 
department as field laborer and was an average worker.”  He was paid in full $95.00 on 
this date.  He was honorably discharged. On 8-JUL 1942.   

Gerry tried to join the Navy in late 1942, but was told 
that he didn’t pass the physical.  Two weeks later, he 
was drafted on 23-JAN 1943 into the Army Air Corps.  
After completing his basic training, he was assigned to 
the 454th Bombardment Group at San Giovanni, 
Southern Italy and served as a clerk typist and medical 
Airman.  Their first air base was an olive field.  Gerry 
served as a medic corpsman with the Army Air Forces, 454th Bombardment Group, during 
World War II.  They treated injured airmen and then flew them to a hospital.   
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Italy was war ravaged and the Italians were starving.  “One thing Gerry never forgot, there 
were little boys going around saying, “me got sister (sic).  Everybody knew what that 
meant.  Those pour (sic) little girls were as young as 13-14.  Fathers also offered 
daughters.”  Because of his experiences, it was said, when Gerry came home, he was like 
a father to his sisters.   

The 454th 

Constituted as 454th Bombardment Group (Heavy) on 14-MAY 1943. Activated on 1-JUN 
1943 and trained for combat with B-24's Liberators. The group moved to Italy, Dec 1943 
to Jan 1944, and operated with Fifteenth Air Force until APR 1945. While there they flew 
support missions, bombing bridges, marshalling yards, troop concentrations, and rail 
lines. The 454th participated in the drive to Rome, the invasion of Southern France, and 
the defeat of Axis forces in northern Italy.  They were engaged primarily in long-range 
strikes against enemy oil refineries, aircraft and munition factories, industrial areas, 
harbors, and airfields in Italy, France, Germany, Czechoslovakia, Hungary, Austria, 
Yugoslavia, Rumania, and Greece.  The units received a Distinguished Units Citation for a 
raid on an airdrome at Bad Voslau on 12-APR 1944. They received a second Distinguished 
Unit Citation for its performance on 25-JUL 1944 when, despite severe opposition, the 
group led the wing formation in an attack against steel plants at Linz. 

Flying from Italy, the group flew 243 missions on over 150 primary targets in Italy, 
Yugoslavia, Austria, Bulgaria, Hungary, Rumania, France, Germany, Czechoslovakia, 
Greece, and Poland. During this time, 13,390 tons of bombs were dropped during 7,091 
sorties on enemy marshalling yards, oil refineries, bridges, installations, airdromes, rail 
lines and others.  

After the German capitulation in MAY 1945, the 454th redeployed to the United States 
on 8-JUL 1945. Many personnel were demobilized upon arrival at the port of debarkation; 
a small group of key personnel was formed, and the group was then established at Sioux 
Falls Army Airfield South Dakota in July, and the unit was redesignated the 454th 
Bombardment Group, Very Heavy on 2-JUL 1945.  They were then equipped with B-29 
Superfortresses and ready for deployment to the Pacific Theater. The Japanese surrender 
in August made the group redundant to Air Force requirements and the unit was 
inactivated on 17-OCT 1945. 

Civilian Life 

Gerry was discharged in 14-OCT 1945 at Jefferson Barracks MO.  Gerry’s DD-214 lists his 
Military Specialties as: Basic for two months as Private, fifteen months as Clerk Typist as 
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Private First Class and fifteen months as Medical Aidman as Private First Class.  After 
serving, he moved to Hermann, Missouri and worked at International Shoe Factory.  

Gerry would attend his group’s reunions.  “For many years later at reunions, they always 
served black olive at the meals.  They always laughed about turning the olive field, black.  
They took over a olive field and made into a airport (sic).  Plains (sic) flew their missions 
from there.  Gerry also had cemetery duty which Americans or baried (sic).” 

 
Gerald Paul Bossman was awarded eight Bronze Stars for the following campaigns: 

 Southern France 
 Naples Foggia 
 Rome Arne 
 Rhineland 

 Northern France 
 Northern Apennines 
 Po Valley  
 Air Combat Balkans 

Medals: 
 Presidential Unit Citation with Oak Leaf Cluster 
 Distinguished Unit Badge with Oak Leaf Cluster 
 World War II Victory Medal  
 Good Conduct Medal 

 
In 1978 he lived in St. Charles MO.  Gerald Bossman was a sheet metal assembler for 
McDonnell Douglas in St. Louis for 34 years before retirement.   

Bossman received the following awards: 
 Thank you from Missouri National Guard 
 Thank you from then Governor Bob Holden 
 Thank you from International Associated Machinists 
 Fifty Year Aerospace Worker Recognition  

 
Gerry Bossman was a life member of VFW Post 2866 in St. Charles, and the International 
Association of Machinists and Aerospace Workers, and a member of the Military Order of 
Cootie 5 (Editor’s note: A national honor degree membership association separately 
constituted as a subordinate and as an auxiliary order chartered by the Veterans of 
Foreign Wars of the United States or VFW), and American Legion Post 312.  

He died on 22-FEB 2006, in St Charles, Missouri, at the age of 82.  He is buried in St Charles 
Memorial Gardens in St. Charles MO.  

 
 


