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THOMAS P. BUSS 
US ARMY 1944-1946 

 
Thomas Paul Buss Sr. was born 15-OCT 1924 in Germantown, 
Illinois.  The family soon moved to St. Louis.  His father was 
Bernard J. Buss (1892-1934), and his mother was Clara Francis 
Koch Buss (1891-1987).  Thomas Sr. had three sisters: Helen 
Catherine and Delores.  When Tom was 14, they lived in St. Louis 
at 8973 Newby.  Tom completed two years of high school.   

Thomas P. Buss Sr. married Evelyn Marie Henroid on 3-JUL 1943, 
in St Louis, Missouri. They had three children during their 
marriage: Thomas, Paula and Linda.  Tom worked for Defiance 
Tool and Machine Works on S. Sarah in St. Louis MO.   

Tom enlisted 25-JAN 1944 at Jefferson Barracks in 
Missouri.  His civil occupation was listed as Skilled 
Mechanic and Repairman.  His service number was 
37633207.  Thomas Buss served in the 381st Regiment, 
Company M in the 96th Army Division.   

The division was ordered into active service on 15-AUG 
1942, eight months after the attack on Pearl Harbor 
brought the United States into World War II.  Maj. Gen. James L. Bradley commanded the 
96th Infantry Division throughout World War II. His Assistant Division Commander (ADC), 
Brig. Gen. Maj. General Claudius M. Easley (killed in action on Okinawa on 19-JUN 1945), 
personally supervised and emphasized the 96th Division's marksmanship training, leading 
to the 96th's nickname of "Deadeye Division.” 

Tom and the 96th Infantry Division trained in the Hawaiian Islands July to September 
1944.  They entered combat in an assault landing in Leyte Gulf, Philippine Islands, 
between Tanauan and Dulag on 20-OCT 1944. Enemy resistance in the beachhead area 
was quickly broken and the division advanced and secured the Tanauan-Dagami-
Tabontabon sector by 9-NOV after heavy fighting. The division continued to mop up 
resistance on the island, engaging in small unit actions, patrolling and eliminating pockets 
of Japanese. Chalk Ridge was taken, 12-DEC 1944, and large-scale organized resistance 
ended by Christmas Day. The next three months were spent in mopping up, security duty, 
training, and loading for the coming invasion of Okinawa. 
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The Meatgrinder 

The division left the Philippines on 27-MAR 1945, for Okinawa and landing on 1-APR 1945. 
The landing was largely unopposed, and a beachhead was quickly established near 
Sunabe, 1–3 April. Resistance stiffened considerably as the division advanced to Kakazu 
Ridge.   

The Army’s 96th Infantry Division lay before Kakazu Ridge on the morning of 8-APR 1945 
and prepared to make an assault on the positions that had halted their initial advance. 
With no preparatory artillery barrage, the two companies of infantry jumped off from 
their positions before daybreak to achieve surprise.  One company from the 96th reached 
the top of Kakazu and were pinned down by heavy Japanese fire. The Americans were 
unable to dig in on the rough coral tops of Kakazu, and thus were exposed to well-aimed 
rifle fire and shrapnel from all angles. The Japanese, knowing they had their enemy at 
their mercy, sprang from their caves hurling grenades and satchel charges at the pinned 
down American infantry.  

The Japanese assault was halted with heavy losses. The men repelled the Japanese assault 
in hand-to-hand combat with fixed bayonets and rifle butts.  The first American effort to 
capture and hold Kakazu Ridge had failed.  Further offensives pounded the area until the 
96th Infantry was relieved on April 12th.  Not until 21-APR did American infantry succeed 
in capturing Kakazu Ridge.  Kakazu had nearly bled three Army divisions (including the 
96th) and had stalled American offensive plans in the area for three weeks. Kakazu Ridge 
on Okinawa had been a “meatgrinder.” 

The 96th, relieved from Kakazu Ridge, rested a few days and then assaulted and cracked 
the fanatically defended enemy defensive line Tanabaru Nishibaru, 17 to 23 APR.  After 
advancing slightly against extremely determined resistance, the division was relieved on 
30-APR by the 77th Infantry Division.  

The division trained and rested from 1 to 9 MAY, while elements mopped up bypassed 
enemy pockets.   The division returned to the offensive 10-MAY attacking and capturing 
Conical-Sugar Hill Ridge 21-MAY breaking the right flank of the Shuri defenses. Heavy rains 
the following week slowed down the advance. The offensive was resumed 30-MAY 
against weakening enemy resistance and Japanese resistance north of Yonabaru-Shuri-
Naha Road area was cleared.  

Resistance stiffened again, 3-JUN and Laura Hill was taken 14-JUN 1945.  After a bloody 
fight, the last important Japanese defense position the Yuza-Dake, Yaeju-Dake Hill mass, 
was secured by 17-JUN, and on 22-JUN all resistance was declared at an end. The division 
patrolled an area from Chan to Ogusuku until 30-JUN. 
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After resting in July, the Division left Okinawa for Mindoro, in the Philippines, and engaged 
in a training program. The division left the Philippines, 17-JAN 1946, for the United States. 

Homeward Bound 

Sergeant Technician Class Five Thomas Paul Buss Sr. was discharged 18-JAN 1946 at 
Jefferson Barracks in St. Louis.  Tom brought back several artifacts including a Japanese 
Arisaka Type 99 rifle taken in hand-to-hand combat in Philippines, a bayonet and a knife 
made from a leaf spring on a Japanese jeep. These items are currently on exhibit at the 
St. Charles County Veterans Museum. 

 
Buss was awarded the following: 

 Good Conduct Medal  
 Philippine Liberation Ribbon 
 Asiatic-Pacific Campaign Ribbon 

with two Bronze Service Stars 

 Combat Infantryman’s Badge 
 Bronze Arrowhead 
 World War II Victory Medal 

 
After the war, Thomas P. Buss taught tool and die skills at North County Technical Trade 
School.  In 1958 Tom moved to 7204 Southwest Ave in St. Louis MO.  He died on 11-JUN 
1984, in Florissant, Missouri, at the age of 59, and was buried in Mount Olive Cemetery 
in Valies Mines, Missouri. 
 
 
 


