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ORVILLE URBAN CALLIER 
US ARMY 1942-1946 

Orville Urban Callier was born 31-MAY 1917.  His father was 
Urban Joseph Callier (1895-1962) and his mother was Myrtle Bell 
Van Dyck (1896-1967).  
He had two sisters; June 
and Lorraine and one 
brother; Melvin.   The 
family lived at 4715-A on 
St. Louis Avenue.  When 
he registered for the 
draft in 1940, he was 23, 
and unemployed.   

Not much information could be found about Callier, however, it is evident that he was a 
very skilled artist and draftsman.  Among his personal effects was a war-torn, oil-stained 
sketch book that contained intricately precise diagrams of some of the weaponry that he, 
perhaps, was required to use. Orville was in an anti-aircraft battery, a “gunner” in the 
381st Regiment in the 96th Division.  The 96th Division was nicknamed “The Deadeyes.” 

We have no marriage or family information for 
Orville Urban Callier.  He died 4-FEB 1976 and is 
buried at Calvary Cemetery and Mausoleum 
alongside his parents in St. Louis MO.   

 

  

Detailed drawings such as this filled his sketchbook. 
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“Why Deadeyes” 

The name of your division—Deadeyes—is a personal tribute 
to a leader who trained with and lived with and fought with 
the 96th from its activation until his death by Japanese 
machine gun fire on Okinawa.  His name was Claudius M. 
Easley, Brigadier General. General Easley’s famous method of 
teaching marksmanship has marked the men of the 96th ever 
since they began dry firing on the ranges of Camp Adair.  And 
the tradition of excellence in firing to kill will remain as a 
tribute to this leader of men. 

General Easley was the Assistant Division Commander from 
August 1942 until April 19, 1945, the day he was killed.  In all 

the months of soldiering with the division, his vast fund of information and help was given 
the Deadeyes wherever he found them in his daily trips to the mud-soaked or sun-
drenched spots where the doughboys were working or fighting.  The memory of this man 
will forever spur each Deadeye to uphold that nickname by performances worthy of it. 
“THERE IS BUT ONE THING TO COME FO RTHE DEADYES: TOTAL VITROY, WITH 
UNCONTITIONAL SURRENDER OF JAPAN”—General Easley. 

 

The 381st Regiment was ordered into active 
military service 15 August 1942 and reorganized 
at Camp Adair, Oregon. The division trained in 
Hawaiian Islands from July to September 1944 
before entering combat in an assault landing in 
Leyte Gulf, Philippine Islands, between Tanauan 
and Dulag, 20-OCT 1944. Enemy resistance in the 
beachhead area was quickly broken and the 
division had advanced to and secured the 
Tanauan-Dagami-Tabontabon sector by 9-NOV 
after heavy fighting. The division continued to wipe out resistance on the island, engaging 
in small unit actions, patrolling, probing, and wiping out pockets of Japanese. Chalk Ridge 
was taken 12- DEC 1944, and major organized resistance was at an end by Christmas Day. 
The next three months were spent in mopping up, security duty, training, and loading for 
the coming invasion of Okinawa. 
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The division left the Philippines 27-MAR 1945 for Okinawa, making an assault landing on 
the island on 1 April. The landing was unopposed, and a beachhead was established, 
between 1 to 3 April 1945. Resistance stiffened considerably as the division advanced to 
Kakazu Ridge, where fighting was fierce, from 7 to 16-APR 1945. The 96th assaulted and 
cracked the fanatically-defended enemy defense line, Tanabaru Nishibaru, 17–23 April, 
and after advancing slightly against extremely determined resistance, was relieved on 30 
April by the 77th Infantry Division.  

The 96th and 77th Division had to fight their way through Kakazu Ridge and Hacksaw 
Ridge as the island’s Japanese defenders had taken the high ground to try and repel the 
invading Americans. The Maeda Escarpment, also known as Hacksaw Ridge, was located 
atop a 400-foot vertical cliff. The American attack on the ridge began on April 26. It was a 
brutal battle for both sides. To defend the escarpment, Japanese troops hunkered down 
in a network of caves and dugouts.  The Deadeye 381st Regiment never got beyond the 
crest of Hacksaw. On April twenty-ninth the 307th Infantry, of the 77th Division, inherited 
the ridge, and in five days all but leveled it. Finally, on the sixth, it was taken. Everyone of 
its defenders was dead or sealed within it. 

The division trained and rested 1–9 May, while elements mopped up bypassed enemy 
pockets and then returned to the offensive, 10-MAY 1945, attacking and capturing 
Conical-Sugar Hill Ridge, 21 May, thus breaking the right flank of the Shuri defenses. 
Heavy rains the following week slowed down the advance. The offensive was resumed, 
30 May, against weakening enemy resistance; Japanese north of Yonabaru-Shuri-Naha 
Road area were cleared out. Resistance stiffened again, 3 June, and Laura Hill was taken, 
14-JUN 1945, only after a bloody fight; the last important Japanese defense position, the 
Yuza-Dake, Yaeju-Dake Hill mass, was secured by 17 June, and on 22 June all resistance 
was declared at an end.  

Sixteen hundred other soldiers of the 96th died honorably on Okinawa. Fifty-six hundred 
more brought wounds home with them. In the infantry regiments, one man in two had 
fallen. But the Deadeyes wiped out more than 30,000 Japs. 

The division patrolled an area from Chan to Ogusuku until 30 June. After resting in July, 
the division left Okinawa for Mindoro, in the Philippines, and engaged in a training 
program. The division left the Philippines, 17-JAN 1946, for the United States.  
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Callier's talent was versatile:  
he also drew many clever cartoons. 

Automatic Pistol Caliber .45 M1911 


