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Harold Jules Dierkes was born 21-JAN 1920.  His father was 
Henry A. Dierkes (1887-1969), and his mother was Anna M. 
Schuller (1887-1981).  He had two brothers: Raymond and 
Bernard and two sisters: Dorothy and Marian.   

When he registered for the draft, he lived at 6223 Alabama 
Avenue with his parents.  He worked at Frank Adams Electric 
in St. Louis as a steel worker.   Harold enlisted in the Army 4-
DEC 1942.  According to his enlistment form he had 
completed two years of high school.  His serial number was 
37402418.  After joining the Army In late December Harold 
went on maneuvers near Yuma Arizona about Christmas 
time.   

In January 1943 he was in basic training at Camp 
Claiborne Louisiana.  Harold wrote home how 
much he missed the dances and wanted badly to 
go on the SS Admiral on the St. Louis Riverfront 
and listen to the orchestra.  Editor’s note: The SS 
Admiral departed on her first excursion cruise from 
the St. Louis waterfront in June 1940. The steamer 
could carry as many as 4400 passengers. Among 
the ship's many amenities included food service, a 
large ballroom, and a lido (pool) deck.   

Camp Claiborne was a U.S. Army military camp during World War II located in Rapides 
Parish in central Louisiana.  While there, he was assigned to a mortar team and qualified 
as marksman or sharpshooter on rifles and machine guns.  Dierkes went on long 
maneuvers and was back at Camp Claiborne in September 1943.  They weren’t back long, 
and once again they went on more maneuvers and ended up at a new camp.   

Harold was now stationed at Camp Howze Texas.  Camp Howze was an infantry 
replacement training center located adjacent to the town of Gainesville in Cooke County, 
Texas.  He wrote on Christmas Eve 1943: I was a table waiter in the mess hall (perhaps 
the officer’s mess) and on guard duty.  On guard duty we stood guard two hours on, four 
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hours off.  They were mainly watching for fires because the 
barracks were heated by coal.  I was going to the show about twice 
a week and dances.  Me and two guys (sic) went into Denton 
Texas.”  Harold reminded his father on 23-DEC 1943, “they have 
two colleges and 4,200 girls going there.”  He continued, 
“Tomorrow we will have a big turkey dinner for Christmas.  One of 
the cooks was dressed up as Santa.” 

On 9-JAN 1944 Harold wrote: “I took a physical exam when I got 
back from furlough they wanted to send me over, but I didn’t pass.  
I was thinking about seeing the company commander to see if he 
can find out anything.  I received a letter from ‘one of the boys’ in 
Africa who said, ‘Never used to pray or go to church and used to laugh at us going to 
church.’  But he says he does a lot of praying now. And wishes he was back in the states.  
Tells us to stay over here as long as we can.  But you know if everyone did that, we never 
would get this damn war over.”   

Harold got his wish and went overseas in October 1944.  Not much is known about his 
time in France or Belgium.  He served in the 103rd Division, 409 Infantry Regiment, 1st 
Battalion, Rifle Company C.  The 103rd departed the United States for Europe on 5 
October 1944. The division arrived at Marseilles, France, 20-OCT 1944.  In November 
Harold’s battalion was in the area of Jacques, France.   

The 103rd division relieved the 3rd Division at Chevry on 8 November and arrived at 
Docelles (Vosges) on 9 November.  They then attacked west of St. Die 16 November, in its 
drive through the Vosges.  The division meeting heavy resistance all the way, crossed the 
Meurthe River, took St. Die on 23 November and captured Diefenbach on 29 November 
and Selestat on 4 December.  In December the division and Harold’s 1st Battalion were in 
the area of Hohwarth, Dambach-la-Ville, Scherwiller in in northeastern France.  The 
division crossed the Zintzel river at Griesbach, 10-DEC 1944. Pushing through Climbach, 
the 103rd crossed the Lauter River into Germany, 15 December, and assaulted the outer 
defenses of the Siegfried Line. On 22 December, the division moved west to the 
Sarreguemines area where an active defense was maintained. The enemy offensive did 
not develop in its sector and the 103rd moved to Reichshofen.   

On 28-DEC 1944, his sister Dorothy wrote to him saying, “This is my fourth letter and I still 
haven’t heard from you.  I guess you are very busy.  How did you send Christmas?”  On 2-
JAN 1945 Dorothy wrote again saying, “Charlie and me went over to mother’s last Sunday 
and they told us they received a telegram Saturday night and it said you had been slightly 
wounded.”  She continued, “we’re terribly sorry to hear that happened and we’re wishing 



3 
 

and praying for a speedy recovery.  Can you give me any information or details about what 
happened?  I would like to know.  The telegram didn’t say much.” 

In January the division and 1st Battalion were in the area of Saint-Jean-Rohrbach St. Jean 
Rohrback in Northeastern France.  Dorothy expressed concern about Harold and was 
worried and had not heard from time.  Harold and the rest of the American troops were 
reeling in the early of hours of a German counteroffensive known as the Battle of the 
Ardennes.  The Battle of the Bulge was a major German offensive campaign on the 
Western Front during World War II and took place from 16-DEC 1944 to 25-JAN 1945.  
Harold was wounded 16-DEC 1944 on the first day of the German counteroffensive. 

The Kansas City Star reported 1-FEB 1945 Harold was 
wounded in action.  The Post-Dispatch reported on 16-MAR 
1945 he was wounded 16-DEC 1944 in France in the Battle 
of the Bulge.   

It would take a long time for Harold’s wounds to heal.  
Harold was admitted to the in-theater hospital in December 
and released in February.  He returned home soon after and 
was admitted to Harmon Hospital in Longview Texas for 
treatments and additional operations.  On 29-JUN he wrote 
saying, “I don’t see much improvement from the treatments.  
I guess they’ll have to do some cutting to free the tendons 
and hide the scar tissue.” 

On 5-JUL 1945 Harold wrote, “Well I got word this afternoon that I’m to be transferred to 
O’Reilly General hospital at Springfield Missouri.  They tell me Springfield is only six hours 
train time to St. Louis.” Harold made several trips up to St. Louis.  In August he was still 
getting examined and treatments were pending.  He wrote on 14-OCT 1945, “in a couple 
of weeks they’ll cut me loose and cut out the rest of the scar.  In a month my hand had 
should be all healed up.  But I don’t know when I’ll have the nerve operation.” On 8-OCT 
1945 he reported the hand was doing very good.  On 28-OCT Harold reported he got 
another operation, saying he probably get a three-day pass in a couple of weeks.   

In August of 1945 he was awarded a Combat Infantry Badge for Meritorious Service.  The 
Neighbor News Link reported on 15-AUG 1945 Harold was awarded “The Combat Infantry 
Badge for Meritorious Service.   

On 3-NOV 1945 Harold wrote, “well they cut me loose Wed Oct 31st.  I’m going to try for 
a 3 day pass next weekend and will probably get it.  The hand doesn’t hurt at all from the 
surgery.  The hand is coming along nicely.  No trouble at all.” 
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On 25-JAN 1947, Anna Marie Dierkes (his mother) received A telegram Army at Fitzsimons 
General Hospital that stated,  

CPL HAROLD J DIERKES ABSENT WITHOUT LEAVE 12 JAN 1947.  
REQUEST YOU PERSAUDE HIM TO RETURN IMMEDIATLEY AS CONTINUED 
ABSENCE MAY RESULT IN CONVICTION OF DESSERTION WITH 
CONSEQUENT PENALTIES. 

 Editor’s note: We believe Harold was delayed after receiving a weekend pass or furlough.   

On 2-FEB 1947, Harold wrote, “I’m finally on the road to getting out of this Army.  Got my 
chest X-Ray the other day.  And the doctor wrote up my charts yesterday.  And also, my 
final summary.  He looked my hand over good and wrote down the condition it is in.  That’s 
so they can figure out my pension.  I imagine I’ll be home next week.  They said they have 
done all they can do for me, so the best thing is to let me out.  And of course, I can easily 
agree with that.”  Harold was in the hospital from 16-DEC 1944 until February 1947.  
Wounds can take a while to heal.  Harold’s road to recovery took a very long time.   

Harold was discharged 14-APR 1947.  He had attained the rank of Corporal.  He was 
awarded a Purple Heart for his wounds in action.  He had wounds on his wrist and hand 
from artillery shell fragments on 16-DEC 1944 on the first day of the Battle of the Bulge.  
On October 23, 1953, Harold married Margaret Mary Biggs.  They had no children.   

Harold was awarded: 
 Purple Heart 
 European African Middle Eastern Campaign Medal 
 American Campaign Medal 
 Good Conduct Medal 
 World War II Victory Medal 
Harold Dierkes was a life member of VFW Post 2101.  He died 
6-DEC 1997 and is buried at Jefferson Barracks National 
Cemetery.  His wife, Margaret Mary Biggs Dierkes, died 13-NOV 
2014 and is buried with her husband.  His father, Henry, served 
in the Army in 1919 and is also buried at Jefferson Barracks.   

 


