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EARL MITCHELL EDMONDSON 
USMC 1953-1956 

Earl was born in Sikeston, MO.  He joined the Army 
National Guard at the age of 16 and was honorably 
discharged.  Then, at age 19, he joined the Marine Corps, 
serving from 1953-1956.  As he was making his way to 
Korea on a troop carrier, a ceasefire was declared, so his 
company was sent to Japan where he served for 14 months 
in the 3rd Marines Weapons Co. 

Earl returned to the states 
in 1954 where he married 

his lifetime soul mate, Shirley, and spent the rest of 
his hitch as Corporal at Camp Lejeune, North 
Carolina. 

Earl and his wife Shirley would settle in O’Fallon MO, 
in a neighborhood named Country Life Acres in 
1959, where they would raise their five children, 
three of whom also would serve in the Armed 
Forces.  Sadly, Shirley passed away in 2017.  They 
were married 62 years.  Earl still lives in the same 
house with his dog, Mitzi.   

He is an earnest advocate of the nearby St. Charles 
Veterans Museum, where he and Mitzi take their walks 
every morning, checking up on the facility, saluting the 
flag, and spreading encouragement, kindness, and cheer 
to all the volunteers and visitors. He is a regular 
contributor of original, inspirational poetry about 
veterans. 

Recently, Earl was ordained the Chaplain for St. Charles 
River Church, where he serves under the leadership of 
Pastor Barry Ivie. 

Shirley and Earl on their Wedding Day 

Mitzi, unofficial mascot of the 
Veterans Museum 
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SARAH (NEE EDMONDSON) MIDDLETON 

Sarah always admired her father’s dedication and 
service to the military.  In 2008 she joined the 
Missouri Air National Guard 571st Air Force 
Journeyman Band that was located in St. Louis.  It 
was the perfect fit for her; joining her love for 
music and serving her country.  Sarah served from 
February 2008 to September 2013. She completed 
her tour with an honorable discharge with the rank 
of SSGT.  Sarah lives in South St. Louis County with 
her husband Ben, who is a TSGT in the Air National 
Guard, and their two children, Mackenzie and Jay. 

DANIEL EDMONDSON 

Daniel entered the US Air Force September 1975 and was stationed at Seymour 
Johnson Air Force base in Goldsboro, North Carolina.  When Daniel met Deborah, 
his wife to be, they decided he would return to civilian life. Daniel’s time as a civilian 
was short-lived when he was offered a position as an active Guardsman.  Daniel 
would serve from 1978 to 2003 with the 131st Tac Fighter Wing in St. Louis.  He 
excelled, earning numerous commendations such as Humanitarian Service Medal 
and Air Force Longevity medals.  Dan separated with an Honorable Discharge with 
the rank of SMSGT.  Dan and Deborah just celebrated 40 years of marriage and 
reside in O’Fallon where they have raised their three children.  They enjoy traveling 
and spending time with their two grandchildren. 

REBEKAH EDMONDSON 

Rebekah served in the Nevada National Guard from 2008-2009.  In 2010 she 
reenlisted and was deployed in 2011, 2015, 2016 (two times). Her responsibilities 
were to train women in the Afghan Coalition Forces.  She served alongside Special 
Forces as a CST on numerous missions.  Rebekah separated after her last tour with 
an Honorable Discharge and the rank of SGT.  Her commendations include Airborne 
and Air Assault Badges; Bronze Star with Oak Leaf Cluster.  Rebekah resides in 
Charleston, South Carolina with her beloved dog Lugo.  She is attending the College 
of Charleston where she will graduate in May 2020. 

  

Earl's children: (l-r) Sarah, Daniel, Rebekah 
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Chaplain Earl With Senator Blount at the Grand Opening 
 of the Veterans Museum 


