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JOHN MAXWELL HUNLEY 
US ARMY 1941-1955 

John “Jack” Maxwell Hunley was born on 24-JAN 1915.  His father 
was Stephen James Bunyan Mack Hunley (1885-1966).  His mother 
was Julia Etta Lewis Hunley (1884-1968).  When John M. Hunley was 
born on 24-JAN 1915, his father, Stephen, was 29 and his mother, 
Julia, was 30.  In 1920 they lived in Hamilton Ohio.  John had three 
brothers: Harold, Robert and William.  Three of the brothers would 
serve during World War II.  He married Mary Ruth Nafe Grubbs 
Hunley (1910-1975).  They had one daughter: Margie and one 
stepson, Glen Grubbs. 

When he registered for the draft, he lived in Cincinnati Ohio and he was employed by 
Carthage Mills.  One source lists Jack as a “paint tester.”  
He completed four years of high school and his 
occupation was listed as Laboratory technician and 
assistant. He enlisted 19-NOV 1941, just days before the 
attack on Pearl Harbor, at Fort Thomas Newport, 
Kentucky.  His service number was 35132491. Jack did 
his basic training NOV 1941 at Fort Thomas Kentucky.  

On 26-DEC 1941, Jack was at Fort Knox Kentucky.  In March 1942 he was listed as a Private.  
He then went to Fort Benning Georgia.  By June 1942 he was a T5 Sergeant and in October 
1942 Jack was at Camp Picket in Virginia.  Jack was rated an Expert in Rifle and 81 mm 
mortar and was rated a 2nd class gunner.  On 22-SEP 1942, he was certified “proficient to 
drive cars and halftracks.”  

Africa 

Jack and the 15th Infantry and the 3d Infantry Division sailed from Norfolk, Virginia, bound 
for French Morocco on the troopship Arcturus.  He arrived in Morocco Casablanca on 24-
OCT 1942. The Arcturus-class attack cargo ships were converted from other ship types by 
Sun Shipbuilding & Drydock Company.  Like all attack cargo ships (AKAs), they were 
designed to carry combat loaded military cargo and landing craft to land weapons, 
supplies, and troops on enemy shores during amphibious operations.  John Mawell 
Hunley was among the first American troops to engage in offensive ground combat 
operations in the European and Mediterranean theater during World War II, when they 
invaded Africa.  Operation Torch, 8-NOV 1942 to 13-MAY 1943 was the Allied invasion of 
French North Africa at Fedala Morocco. 
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In the convoy for Africa was the cruiser USS Brooklyn.  On 8-NOV, she bombarded shore 
installations to cover the Fedala landing of Operation Torch.  Jack observed the USS 
Brooklyn bombardment before the landing.  He commented, “the Cruiser Brooklyn had 
unbelievable rate of fire.”  It was later determined Brooklyn fired upon friendly troops 
(Seventh Infantry) before the nearby French fort surrendered. French warships then 
sortied from Casablanca, and Brooklyn and Augusta took destroyer Milan under fire. 
During the action, Brooklyn was struck by small caliber fire.  Jack served in the Western 
Task Force (aimed at Casablanca), which was composed of American units, with Major 
General George S. Patton in command.  The Western Task Force landed before daybreak 
on 8-NOV 1942, at three points in Morocco: Safi (Operation Blackstone), Fedala 
(Operation Brushwood, the largest landing with 19,000 men), and Mehdiya-Port Lyautey 
(Operation Goalpost).  The Americans surrounded the port of 
Casablanca by 10-NOV, and the city surrendered an hour before the 
final assault was due to take place. 

Jack departed Africa at Oran Algeria 11-NOV and sailed to Glasgow 
on the USS Dorothea L. Dix (AP-67), which was a transport ship of 
the United States Navy named for American activist Dorothea Dix.  
There, the regiment and the division trained for Operation 
Overlord, the upcoming landing in Normandy.  

A Cincinnati Newspaper reported (date unknown) that Jack’s 
brother Harold Hunley was serving in a “station hospital” in France 
while Robert was serving with a radar unit in England, while Jack 
was in Africa.   

Normandy and Carentan 

Jack’s next invasion was France.  He steamed to Normandy on LST 522 
(Landing Ship Tank) and landed on Omaha Beach on 8-JUN 1944.  Jack 
served with the 67th Armored Regiment, 2nd 1st Battalion Armored 
Division at Normandy.  The Division motto was “Hell on Wheels.”  . 

On 8-JUN 1944 Jack was in France at Carentan. The Battle of Carentan was an engagement 
in World War II between airborne forces of the United States Army and the German 
Wehrmacht during the Battle of Normandy. The battle took place between 6 and 13-JUN 
1944, on the approaches to and within the town of Carentan, France. 
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The objective of the attacking American forces was 
consolidation of the U.S. beachheads (Utah Beach and 
Omaha Beach) and establishment of a continuous 
defensive line against expected German 
counterattacks. The defending German force 
attempted to hold the town long enough to allow 
reinforcements en route from the south to arrive, 
prevent or delay the merging of the lodgments, and 
keep the U.S. First Army from launching an attack 
towards Lessay-Periers that would cut off the Cotentin 
Peninsula. The attacking 101st Airborne Division, landed by parachute on 6-JUN as part 
of the American airborne landings in Normandy, was ordered to seize Carentan. 

In the ensuing battle, the 101st forced passage across the causeway into Carentan on 10-
11 June. A lack of ammunition forced the German forces to withdraw on 12-JUN. The 17th 
S.S. Panzer Grenadiers Division counter-attacked the 101st Airborne on 13-JUN. Initially 
successful, its attack was thrown back by Combat Command A (CCA) of the U.S. 2nd 
Armored Division. 

St. Lo breakthrough, Operation Cobra 

Having been delayed several times by poor weather, Operation Cobra commenced on 25-
JUL 1944, with a concentrated aerial bombardment from thousands of Allied aircraft. 
Supporting offensives had drawn the bulk of German armored reserves toward the British 
and Canadian sector and, coupled with the general lack of men and materiel available to 
the Germans, it was impossible for them to form successive lines of defense. Units of the 
U.S. VII Corps led the initial two-division assault, while other First U.S. Army corps 
mounted supporting attacks designed to pin German units in place. Progress was slow on 
the first day, but opposition started to crumble once the defensive front had been broken. 
By 27-JUL, most organized resistance had been overcome and the VII and VIII Corps 
advanced rapidly, isolating the Cotentin Peninsula.  

The division formed the right flank of the Operation Cobra assault. It blunted the German 
attack on Avranches, then raced across France with the rest of the Third Army, reaching 
the Albert Canal in Belgium on 8-SEP. They crossed the German border near Sittard, 18-
SEP to take up defensive positions near Geilenkirchen. In OCT 1944 Jack was listed as staff 
sergeant, platoon leader.  On 3-OCT, his division launched an attack on the Siegfried Line 
from Marienberg, broke through, crossed the Wurm River and seized Puffendorf 16-NOV 
and Barmen 28-NOV. 
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The Division was holding positions on the Roer when it was ordered to help contain the 
German Ardennes offensive. The Division fought in eastern Belgium, blunting the German 
Fifth Panzer Army's penetration of American lines.  

The Battle of the Bulge 

The Battle of the Bulge, also known as the Ardennes Counteroffensive, was a major 
German offensive campaign on the Western Front during World War II and took place 
from 16-DEC 1944 to 25-JAN 1945. It was launched through the densely forested 
Ardennes region in Belgium and Luxembourg late in 1944.  

The farthest west the offensive reached was the village of Foy-Notre-Dame, south east of 
Dinant, being stopped by the U.S. 2nd Armored Division on 24-DEC 1944.  Improved 
weather conditions from around 24-DEC permitted air attacks on German forces and 
supply lines, which sealed the failure of the offensive. On 26-DEC the lead element of 
Patton's U.S. Third Army reached Bastogne from the south, ending the siege. Although 
the offensive was effectively broken by 27-DEC, when the trapped units of 2nd Panzer 
Division made two break-out attempts with only partial success, the battle continued for 
another month before the front line was effectively restored to its position prior to the 
attack. In the wake of the defeat, many experienced German units were left severely 
depleted of men and equipment, as survivors retreated to the defenses of the Siegfried 
Line. 

The 2nd Division helped reduce the Bulge in January, fighting in the Ardennes forest in 
deep snow, and cleared the area from Houffalize to the Ourthe River of the enemy.  In 
FEB 1945 Jack received a battlefield commission was promoted to the “temporary rank” 
2nd Lieutenant (Editor’s note: The promotions were often termed “temporary”. Jack 
would retain the rank after later being promoted to Captain while in the reserves).  John 
M. Hunley was awarded a Bronze Star for Meritorious service for actions 8-FEB to 2-APR 
1945.   

After a rest in February, Jack’s division drove on across the Rhine 27-
MAR, and was the first American Division to reach the Elbe at 
Schonebeck on 11-APR. It was halted on the Elbe, 20-APR, on orders. 
In July the division entered Berlin, the first American unit to enter the 
German capital city. 

On 30-MAY 1945, while in Germany, Jack was reprimanded and 
punished with a forfeiture of $50.00 for allowing two prisoners to 
escape on 13-MAY 1945.  Jack, in a confidential communication, 
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“indicated his willingness to accept punishment.”  Ironically, Germany surrendered on 7-
MAY 1945.  We are unsure why, or if, Jack let the prisoners escape.   

During World War II, the 2nd Armored Division took 94,151 prisoners-of-war, liberated 
22,538 Allied prisoners of war, shot down or damaged on the ground 266 enemy aircraft, 
and destroyed or captured uncountable thousands of enemy tanks and other equipment 
and supplies. In 238 battle days the 2nd Armored suffered 7,348 casualties, including 
1,160 killed in action. 

The division was recognized for distinguished service and bravery with 9,369 individual 
awards, including two medals of honor, twenty-three distinguished service crosses, and 
2,302 silver stars.   

Homeward Bound 

On 29-SEP 1945 Jack departed Le Havre abound the Lewistown, a Victory ship homeward 
bound.  He arrived in New York Harbor and unloaded at Camp Shanks on 6-OCT 1945.  

He was mustered out at Indiantown Gap in Pennsylvania on 9-OCT 1945.  Jack Hunley 
stayed in the U.S. Army Reserves and was promoted to 1st Lieutenant on 4-DEC 1952.  On 
8-MAR 1954, Jack was promoted to Captain U.S. Army Reserves in Cincinnati OH.  On 28-
OCT 1955, Jack was transferred to U.S. Army Reserves, Retired status.    

Jack Maxwell Hunley had an unusual career in the Army.  He advanced from Private to 
Sergeant to 2nd Lieutenant during the war and ended in the reserves as a 1st Lieutenant 
and later Captain.   

He participated in the following campaigns: 

 European African Middle Eastern Campaign with Two Battle Stars  
(Africa and Europe) 

He was awarded the following medals: 

 Bronze Star Medal 
 World War II Victory Medal 
 American Defense Medal 

 Good Conduct Medal 
 Belgian Fourager Medal  

(Non-military medal)

 

John Maxwell Hunley retired from Carthage Mills in Cincinnati.  He moved to St. Charles 
County and joined the American Legion Post 323 in Wentzville in 1984.  He died on 15-
JUL 1984, in O’Fallon, Missouri, at the age of 69, and was buried in Arlington Memorial 
Gardens, Mount Healthy, Ohio. 

 


