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Art was born February 1935 in Ypsilanti Michigan.  Commonly shortened to Ypsi, is a city in 
Washtenaw County in the U.S. state of Michigan, perhaps best known as the home of 
Eastern Michigan University. As of the 2010 census, the city's population was 19,435. The 
city is bounded to the north by Superior Township and on the west, south, and east by 
Ypsilanti Township.  

In his own words . . . 

Pumping Gas in Ypsi 

My military story starts while I was in my last year of High School. I was working for 
American Airlines, refueling aircraft on the afternoon shift and working with the 
mechanics that were doing the maintenance on the aircraft. I did not have the grades for 
college, so becoming an Aircraft Mechanic was appealing to me. When I registered for the 
military draft, they said due to my age I would be called up that summer in 1954.  I 
graduated high school and enlisted in the Air Force to acquire the training I needed.  
WRONG!   

Scott Air Force Base  

When I completed basic training, I was sent to Scott Field in Illinois.  Editor’s note: Art was 
in the 3317th Student Squadron.  Scott Air Force Base is in St. Clair County, Illinois, near 
Belleville and O'Fallon, 17 miles east-southeast of downtown St. Louis. Scott Field was one 
of thirty-two Air Service training camps established after the United States entered World 
War I in April 1917.  It is headquarters of Air Mobility Command (AMC), and is also the 
headquarters of the U.S. Transportation Command, a Unified Combatant Command that 
coordinates transportation across all the services. 

My assignment was to a Student Squadron to work in the Squadron Office maintaining 
their personnel records as they went to school. This record stayed with them all through 
the time in service and listed all their personal information as well as all their military 
history. The entries all had to be typed with no corrections. 

Desk Bound 

I had never used a typewriter and had little knowledge of the necessary office skills. I tried 
to convince my Sergeant and my Commanding Officer that I did not have any idea how to 
do this job, and with my experience, would better serve the Air Force better in a 
mechanical field. But they needed someone to fill this office job and I was that person. I 



spent long hours every night and weekends trying to learn how to use a typewriter and 
how to keep the students records up to date. It was a long 2 years at Scott Field. 

Early Warning System, the Cold War 

For my next duty assignment, I was sent to a Radar Squadron in Sault Ste Marie, Michigan. 
Editor’s note: Sault Ste Marie is in the upper part of Michigan just across the St. Mary's 
River from Canada. The site housed the former U.S. Air Force 753rd Radar Squadron, Air 
Defense Command, from 1949 to the 1970s. In November 1950, the 753d Aircraft Control 
and Warning Squadron was activated by Air Defense Command at a temporary radar site 
located at Sault Sainte Marie Airport, to provide radar defense coverage for the area.  

In late 1951, Air Defense Command selected Sault Sainte Marie as one of 28 radar stations 
built as part of the second segment of the permanent radar surveillance network. 
Prompted by the start of the Korean War, on July 11, 1950, the Secretary of the Air Force 
asked the Secretary of Defense for approval to expedite construction of the second 
segment of the permanent network. Receiving the Defense Secretary’s approval on July 
21, the Air Force directed the Corps of Engineers to proceed with construction. 

The station functioned as a Ground-Control Intercept (GCI) and warning station. As a GCI 
station, the squadron's role was to guide interceptor aircraft toward unidentified 
intruders picked up on the unit's radar scopes. The squadron was small, with ten 
buildings, two radar antennas and about one-hundred personnel. I arrived in February 
with the temperature below zero and about six feet of snow on the ground! 

Even though I was doing the same job, I felt that I was part of something more important 
to the mission of the Air Force. The Radar Squadron I was assigned to was part of a string 
of Squadrons that went from the North Atlantic to across the top of the Eastern part of 
the United States. These Squadrons plus the ones in Canada made up the Early Warning 
Network of our country in the late 50’s during the period of time they called the Cold War. 
I spent the rest of my time in the Air Force still trying to learn the job I was assigned to 
perform. 

Looking Back 

Art was discharged in 1958.  He attained the rank of Airman 1st Class 1AC. After he left 
the military, Art would make St. Louis MO his home.  He first lived in North St. Louis County 
in Spanish Lake.  Art had hoped to be an aircraft mechanic in the Air Force.  Though his 
work was more on a typewriter, the Air Force did give him the opportunity to become an 
aircraft mechanic though the G.I. Bill.   

The four years I served in the Air Force was not what I joined up for, but in reality, it was 
more. The G.I. Bill made it possible for me to go to school and get the licenses I needed 



to work on aircraft. I went back to Trans World Airlines (TWA), a major American airline 
which operated from 1930 until 2001. I also did meet and marry the love of my life, Barb. 
We moved to St. Charles County in 1995 and I retired from TWA from in 1999 with forty 
years of service.   

For many years Art volunteered at the Fox theater in St. Louis, retiring recently from that 
role.  He is also a member of the Korean War Veterans Association (KWVA).  Today Art is 
a volunteer and valuable member and at the St. Charles County Veterans Museum.   
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