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JOHN A SWANSON   
SPC 4 E-4 - 7022 CRYPTOGRAPHER 

The Story of a Traveling Man 

John enlisted in the Army in January 1961, completed 
his basic training at Fort Leonard Wood, Mo and 
completed cryptographer training at Fort Gordon GA 
where he received his Top-Secret security clearance. 
He was then assigned to the 304 Signal Battalion in 
Korea, but only remained for 3 months. He was 
selected to travel to Korea by air instead of by sea, but 
due to many delays and complications with the 
airplane it took him 3 months to get there – and the 
ship beat them to Korea!  

In May 1961 the Coup d’etat or the “Bloodless Coup” 
in South Korea had finished and he was transferred to 
the Korean Military Advisory Group (KMAG) with the 
1st Republic of Korea Army in Won Ju where he 
remained, not doing cryptography but radio/message work. He remained in Korea 
under this capacity until September 1962.  

On 16 September 1962 he aided in saving the life of a man drowning in the 
Mississippi River from a boating accident.  The Citation for the commendation 
medal he received reads: On 16 September 1962, Specialist Fourth Class SWANSON 
came to the aid of Mr. Francis G. Grone of Galesburg, Illinois, who had been involved 
in a boating accident and was then being supported in the water, apparently 
lifeless, by two young men. Specialist Fourth Class SWANSON succeeded in 
transferring Mr. Grone to the Swanson boat, and after clearing his mouth of foreign 
matter, applied mouth-to-mouth resuscitation.  He continued his life-saving efforts 
during the two-mile trip to the nearest pier where professional help was available 
and during the wait on the pier until the Fire Department arrived with oxygen 
breathing apparatus.  Specialist SWANSON’s courage, presence of mind and quick, 
intelligent effective action undoubtably saved the life of Mr. Grone.  Specialist 
Fourth Class SWANSON’s actions reflect the utmost credit upon himself and the 
United States Army. 



He then left Korea and went to Fort Sill, OK with the 4th 333 Artillery Unit of the 4th 
Army as a radio/message clerk. He was there one week, when the Cuban Missile 
Crisis occurred. He was sent to Fort Hood TX with the 1st Armored Division, where 
he remained for 45 days. He was then sent to Fort Stewart GA for training. In 
November 1963, President Kennedy was killed, and he was sent back to Fort Hood, 
then back to Fort Sill.  

In July 1963 Swanson received an Army Commendation Medal for saving the life of 
the drowning victim the 
previous September. He was 
awarded the n Medal by 
General L. S. Griffing. While 
presenting him with the 
medal, the General asked 
Swanson what he wanted to 
do with the rest of his Army 
career.  His response was 
“Cryptology”, which is what he 
trained for but only did it for 3 
months. He remained at Fort 
Sill until he was Honorably 

Discharged in January 1964 and completed his Reserve service in January 1967.  

 



 

 

  

1These photos were taken by Swanson at the DMZ in Korea in1961. 



A memento from John Swanson: 

“As my mom and dad’s friends were 
coming home from the war in 1945-
1946, my mom made me a US Army 
uniform and a Sailor’s uniform to show 
our family’s pride in the service. My Dad 
got an Army service hat and a Navy hat 
from somewhere for the uniforms.  I’m 
wearing the Army hat in this photo with 
my Uncle Lisle”. 

(NOTE:  These little boy’s uniforms are on 
display in the WWII gallery at the St. 
Charles County Veterans Museum.) 

Many years later, Swanson found on the 
inside of the hat the ID number of the 
serviceman whose hat it originally was. 
He researched his ID number and found 
the following: 

Serial Number: RA17086847 
Name: John G. Goodlett Jr. 
Born 1924 
Enlisted at Denver Colorado June 29, 1942 at age of 18 
Enlistment rank: Private / Discharge rank: Warrant Officer 
Unit at time of issue of hat: 70th Quartermaster Corps 
Native of Missouri/Race: Caucasian/Education: 4-year college 
Civilian Occupation: Actor 
 

Swanson with Uncle Lisle, in uniform made by his mother 


