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I served in the Marine Corps from 15-SEP 1980 to 14-SEP 1986.  I 
became interested in helicopters after a group of friends and I 
saw the movie “Apocalypse Now”. Shortly thereafter I met with 
a Marine Corps recruiter. I never considered any of the other 
Armed Forces. I just knew that I wanted to be one of the best and 
the Marine Corps represented that. 

The memories of standing on the yellow footprints at Marine 
Corps Recruit Depot, San Diego are still fresh in my mind, as is 
getting my head shaved to the scalp in no time at all. Boot camp 
was a mix of adrenaline-fueled physical activity to the point of 
exhaustion and the terror of having a Drill Instructor shouting at 

us all because, in their minds, we were all so incompetent, which we probably were in 
retrospect. 

After boot camp, I went to helicopter training school in Millington, Tennessee, then was 
shipped to Marine Corps Air Station - Helicopter, Tustin, California where I spent the 
majority of my tour. In addition to being based in Tustin, I also spent time at Naval Air 
Station, Pensacola, Florida, Marine Corps Air Station New River in Jacksonville, North 
Carolina and Marine Corps Air Station, El Toro, CA.  

My primary Military Occupational Specialty (MOS) was as a CH-46 Helicopter Mechanic. I 
eventually became a Quality Assurance and Collateral Duty Inspector and Flight Line 
Maintenance Supervisor in a CH-46 Squadron. I subsequently trained on and transferred 
to a CH-53E helicopter squadron as a mechanic and Maintenance Controller. 

I was honored to work with all of my fellow Marines. No one who has never served in the 
Armed Forces can ever know the close-knit community that the military is. I met Marines 
from all walks of life and from all corners of the nation. We laughed in the good times and 
cried in the bad. We worked hard and we played hard. We did what we did for our 
country, not for glory or money but for honor. 

Editor’s note: Today, Dennis is the St. Charles Smartt Field Airport Director and a volunteer 
at the St. Charles County Veterans Museum.   

 
 


