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Arlen “Merle” or “Ike” Eickhoff was born on 12-OCT 1933, in 
Nebraska.  His father was Ervin Eickhoff (1901-1977) and his 
mother was Alice Gwendoline Price Eickhoff  (1904-1974).  Arlen 
had four sisters; Charlotte Rholene, Mary Ellen, George Ann and 
Alice Kay.  He had three brothers; Donavan, Roger and John.   

After completing four years of high school from 1947 to 1951, 
Arlen entered the Navy in 2-OCT 1952 at Kansas City MO.  His 
enlistment records indicate that he was an automobile mechanic 
doing major overhauls part time from January 1951 to September 
1952 for Gene Johnson Motors.   

He attended basic training at Great Lakes Naval Training Center and later at San Diego 
Naval Training Center, graduating in November 1952.  His occupational specialty was AE-
7102-07 or Airplane Electrician.   He was discharged 25-SEP 1956 from active duty and 
was Honorably Discharged from the Reserves on 1-OCT 1960.  He had attained the rank 
of Aviation Electrician Mate 2nd Class.  

Eickhoff earned the following awards: 

 National Defense Medal 
 Good Conduct Medal 

Arlen married Darlene Esther Price on 27-AUG 1955, in Los Angeles, 
California. They had four children; Cynthia, Allan, Keith and Pamela.  
They lived in St. Louis, and in Overland before moving to Weldon 
Springs and St. Peters.  Arlen would attend Harris Teachers College, 
using the G.I. Bill benefits.  

His occupation as listed on Naval papers dated 1-FEB 1959 was Aviation Electrical 
inspector, Radio and Electrical inspector at McDonnell Aircraft Company.  His “most 
important” duties were described as “maintained remote controlled drone aircraft, 
maintained all instruments compass systems and all auto pilot systems and also all other 
component parts such as starters generators relays and solenoids.”     

Following Boeing's 1996 acquisition of Rockwell's North American division, McDonnell 
Douglas merged with Boeing in August 1997.  Arlen continued his work for Boeing in St. 
Louis.  He worked on some of the first U.S. Navy drones.    



In the late 1930s, the Navy returned to the development of 
Unmanned Aerial Vehicles (UAVs). The Navy Research Lab 
developed the Curtis N2C-2 radio-controlled drone. The 2,500 lb. 
biplane was instrumental in testing the efficiency and accuracy of 
the Navy’s anti-aircraft defense system. World War II accelerated 
the development of aviation science and unmanned aircraft. Both 
the Allies and the Germans successfully utilized unmanned aircraft 
during the war. The most extensive unmanned program came 
during the Vietnam War, as advances in technology made 
unmanned vehicles more effective and practicable. Drones were 
flown extensively over North Vietnam to conduct various tasks 
such as reconnaissance and intelligence missions, leaflet drops, 

and surface-to-air missile radar detection. 

In recent years, the Fire Scout and Scan Eagle platforms were used during Operation 
Enduring Freedom (began in 2001) and Operation Iraqi Freedom (2003) from multiple 
ground and sea-based platforms. Unmanned systems are typically utilized for either dull 
(surveillance) or dangerous work where it is more feasible to use the technology than risk 
a human life.  

Arlen, using his extensive Naval training after his service, was part of the early 
development of drones for the U.S. Navy and Boeing.   

Arlen loved to volunteer.  He belonged to the American Legion and coached little baseball, 
softball, basketball teams at ABC 
ballpark.    ABC Ball Park is a not-for-
profit organization dedicated to 
providing quality recreational sports 
programs for the youth of our 
community.  Still active today, a 
committed team of volunteers 
keeps our activities going strong, 
just as it has since ABC's creation in 
1951. 

Arlen Merle “Ike” Eickhoff died on 
March 16, 2013, at the age of 79, 
and is buried in Jefferson Barracks 
National Cemetery in Lemay, 
Missouri. 

Checking over a Drone in 1955 

Eickhoff 2nd from left, Back Row 


