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Clyde Frederick Meinert was born 8-DEC 1926.  
His father was Raymond Joseph Meinert (1896-
1948), and his mother was Louise Philomena 
Dickherber (1898-1992).  Clyde had one sister 
Virginia.  In 1930 the family lived on Klein Street 
in St. Louis. In 1940 the family lived on DeSoto 
Avenue in St. Louis.   

Clyde registered for the draft on his birthday in 
1944.  He was 18 years old.  According to his 
draft card, he was unemployed at the time.   

He joined the Merchant Marine in 1944 and was assigned to the 
Allocate in New Orleans.  He also served on the American Cargo 
Merchant ships; Lafayette Victory, Matsonia and Carl Zachary Webb.  Clyde played the 
accordion and took it with him on the ships.  Clyde left the Merchant Marine late in 1945.   

Clyde F. Meinert earned the following honors: 

 Merchant Marine Emblem 
 Atlantic War Zone Bar 
 Pacific War Zone Bar
 Victory Medal 

 

Clyde married La Verne M. Yann (1927-2017) in 
1949.  They had three children during their 
marriage: Debbie, Dennis and Dona.  Clyde and La 
Verne lived in St. Charles Missouri.   

Clyde was on an Honor Flight in 2012 and was a 
member of Knights of Columbus.   

Clyde died on 7-SEP 2016, in St Charles, Missouri, at 
the age of 89, and is buried at St Charles Memorial 

Garden in St. Charles MO.  He was the grandfather of seven, great grandfather of 14 
children.   
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It was important to Ralph Barrale, the founder of the St. 
Charles County Veterans Museum to honor the Merchant 
Marine, the Unsung Heroes of World War II.  The Merchant 
Marine fleet was placed in harm’s way, long before war was 
declared.  Making matters worse, early on Merchant Marine 
ships were not armed or were lightly armed.  The Merchant 
Marine was never designed for front-line combat on the 
battlefield or on the ocean. It was made up of mostly civilian 
members who conduct almost any type of maritime trade in 
peacetime, from fishing tours to oil 

shipping. During a war, the federal government can make these 
sailors into an auxiliary of the U.S. Navy.   

The Merchant Marine would suffer a higher casualty rate than 
any other branch of service. Counting the waters around the 
America, the Philippines, Alaska, and the Gulf of Mexico, the 
Merchant Marine lost approximately 196 ships in U.S. waters. 
Officially, the U.S. lost 1,554 ships in the war. Approximately 
8,000 to 12,000 Merchant Marine sailors were killed. 
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MERCHANT MARINES  ∙  UNSUNG HEROES OF WWII 
 

Even before the Japanese attacked Pearl Harbor in 1941, 
American merchant mariners on freighters and tankers 
flying the U.S. flag were risking their lives to carry arms, 
ammunition and food to keep the British in the fight. 
When the United States began providing aid to the 
United Kingdom and Russia through the Lend-Lease 
program, beginning in March 1941, it put American 
merchantmen right in the line of fire of the German Navy.  

Before the US officially entered the war on December 7, 1941, nine American merchant 
vessels were attacked by Germany, and six seamen lost their lives. When America 
formally entered the war, German U-boats invaded U.S. waters to cut off the supply line 
at its source. They sank American cargo ships within sight of tourist beaches in Virginia 
and Florida, and at the mouth of the Mississippi.  In the early months of 1942, German U-
boats roamed the Atlantic and Gulf coasts largely unchallenged, sinking over 600 vessels, 
and even slipping into New York City’s 
lower harbor undetected. Convoys 
dispatched to Europe ran a terrifying 
gauntlet as submarine wolf packs picked 
them off, often within sight of the port they 
had just left. The worst month was June 
1942, when 146 Allied vessels were struck. 

3.1 million tons of merchant ships were lost 
in World War II. All told, 733 American cargo ships were lost and 8,651 of the 215,000 
who served perished in troubled waters and off enemy shores. Merchant seamen 
suffered a higher casualty rate than any of the other service branches -- 1 in 25 men who 
put to sea never came home. That computes to a 4.02% casualty rate, far higher than the 
2.94% for the Marines, 2.08% for the Army, 0.24% for the Coast Guard, and 0.88% for the 
Navy. In addition to the hazards of the sea and submarines, merchant seamen had to 
contend with other challenges. While soldiers, sailors, and airmen received their pay 
whether they were on base or on the front lines, merchant sailors were not paid if they 
were not working aboard a ship, even if their ship was blown up and sunk from under 
them. One seaman reported, “As soon as you hit the water, your pay stopped.” 



 

Although President Roosevelt himself had called these men to serve 
their country, and they had served valiantly in the line of fire, and 
had returned fire to the enemy, they were not considered 
“veterans.” Bizarrely, joining the merchant service did not earn you 
a deferment from the draft if you took a shore leave of more than 30 
days. But perhaps the far graver injustice was done to these men 
after the fighting had stopped. Because they 
lacked veteran status, they were denied 
pensions, medical care, educational benefits, 

and service credit.  

It was not until 1988 that merchant seamen were officially 
recognized as veterans of World War II, and many still struggle to 
receive the full measure of the benefits due to them, nearly 70 years 
after their valiant service to their country. 

 


