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ELMER “TED” DAVID KLARICH 
Elmer David Klarich was born 29-FEB 1928 Saint Louis, Missouri.  
He lived at 5510 Gilmore Street.  His father was Roko Klarich 
(1882-1942).  His mother was Kathrine Simich Klarich (1888-
1964).  Elmer had one brother; Albert, and one sister; Danice (or 
Danise).  According to the 1930 Census, they lived on a farm in 
St. Louis near Walnut Park.  Elmer’s parents were born in 
Yugoslavia.  He and his siblings were the first generation born in 
the United States.   

He was employed by Otis Elevator Company.  His job description 
was draftsman for a commercial elevator building firm (Otis).  
Elmer drew plans for detail 

work for cabs grill wash, guides and safety glass.  Elmer 
completed eight years of grammar school and three 
and one-half years of high school at Walnut Park High 
School.  His enlistment record states he regarded his 
best skills as those of draftsman, and stock clerk as a 
secondary skill.   

Elmer enlisted in 1945 as the war in Europe was 
ending.  He needed to have a permission form signed 
by his mother, because he was only seventeen years 
old. Elmer entered the service on 6-MAR 1946 at 
Jefferson Barracks in St. Louis MO.   

His military records state he was a Heavy Weapons 
Crewman (MOS 812) in the 38th Infantry Regiment 
Company D.  The Heavy Weapons MOS sets up, aims 

and fires 81 mm mortar for support in the attack and defense.  The MOS supervises 
activities of a heavy weapons unit, comprising heavy 
(.30 and .50 caliber) machine guns and heavy (81-mm 
and 4.2-inch) mortars to provide fire power in support 
of other tactical units in attack and defense. Elmer was 
also a qualified military skier and trainer.   

Elmer was stationed at Camp Carson Colorado as a ski 
trooper and trainer.  Named for General Christopher 
“Kit” Carson, the famous Army Scout of the 1800’s, Fort 

Elmer's mother signed this consent form 
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Carson, Colorado was for many years the home of the Army’s 
Mountain Warfare Training Center. Established in 1942, Camp 
Carson was built on land donated by the city of Colorado 
Springs. During World War II, more than 100,000 soldiers 
trained at Camp Carson. Four infantry divisions, the 71st, 89th, 
104th, and 10th Mountain Division were activated or trained 
at the post along with more than 125 smaller units. Camp 
Carson was established primarily in El Paso County outside of 
Colorado Springs, Colorado.  At construction's peak, nearly 
11,500 workers were employed. The completed camp housed 
35,173 enlisted men, 1,818 officers, and 592 nurses.  

The creation of an elite ski corps was a national effort, with 
assistance from the National Association of Ski Patrol, local ski 

clubs, and Hollywood. Enough men were recruited to create three army regiments, which 
were deployed after training. 

Soldiers were trained in mountain climbing, Alpine and Nordic 
skiing, cold-weather survival as well as various weapons and 
ordnance. When it was in full operation, approximately 15,000 
soldiers were housed at the camp. 

The armed ski corps in the U.S. was based on the ski warfare 
tactics of the Finnish army during the Winter War (1939–
1940). Early in the effort, 8,000 skiers and outdoorsmen were 
recruited. The camp was built to accommodate the effort at a 
cost of $30 million.   

Mules were often seen at the camp as they were frequently 
employed to pull artillery pieces. During World War II, the 
camp trained over 100,000 soldiers and saw the activation of 125 units of various sizes, 
the first major unit being the 89th Infantry Division. A number of foreign units trained at 
Camp Carson, including a Greek infantry battalion and an Italian ordnance company. It 
also had the capacity to hold 12,000 prisoners of war; at the height of its use in this role, 
the camp housed 9,000 Axis, mostly Italian and German, prisoners. Most of the prisoners 
were employed in nearby agricultural and logging industries.  

Elmer was a ski trooper and trainer. He fell and injured his back, eventually being 
discharged.  His broken ski tip is on display in the museum.  Elmer was discharged on 9-
SEP 1947 as a Private First Class.  As a result of this injury, Elmer would suffer from back 
troubles his whole life.   

Klarich’s Ski trooper equipment on 
display at the museum 

Klarich’s Ski trooper equipment on 
display at the museum 
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Elmer Klarich likely earned the following medals: 

 World War II Victory Medal 
 American Campaign Medal 
 Good Conduct Medal 

Elmer married Mary Lu Klarich.  They had one daughter, Kris.  
The family lived in St. Louis and Chesterfield MO.  He moved 
to St Charles County in 2005 living In St. Peters and O’Fallon.  
Elmer died 23-FEB 2014 at the age of 85.  He was a member of 
Immaculate Conception Parish in Dardenne Prairie MO.   

Snowshoes on display at the museum 


