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LELAND GADE 
USMC  1944-1946 

Leland Victor Gade was born 17-DEC 1926 in Lamesa California.  His 
father was Walter A. Gade (1893-1976) and his mother was Beatrice 
E. Strode (1905-1980).  He had four sisters:  Willabelle, Jonell, 
Alberta, Mirabella, and Beatrice and one brother: Stanley.   

Leland served in the 1st Marine Division Fleet Marine Force (FMF), 
Second battalion, Company E.  Leland enlisted 22-MAR 1944 and 
attended basic training at Camp Pendleton CA.  By February 1944, 
the commandant approved a 16-week training schedule, with eight 
weeks of basic training and eight weeks of field training.  Leland was 
assigned to the 1st Marine Division.  

The 1st Marine Division gained fame on Guadalcanal.  The 
Guadalcanal campaign in 1942 was the first major 
American Pacific campaign in World War II and the first 
time the 1st Marine Division conducted combat operations 
as a division. The division received its first Presidential Unit 
Citation for its actions and sacrifices on Guadalcanal. 

Bloody Peleliu 1944 

Leland had most likely completed Boot Camp and was with the 1st Marine Division when 
they landed 15-SEP 1944 on Peleliu.  The Battle of Peleliu was the bloodiest battle yet for 
the 1st Marines.  The division's commanding general, Major General William H. Rupertus 
had predicted the fighting would be “tough but short. It'll be over in three or four days.  
A fight like Tarawa. Rough but fast. Then we can go back to the rest area.”  The first week 
of the battle alone cost the division 3,946 casualties, during which time they secured the 
key airfield sites.  The division fought on Peleliu for one month before being relieved.  
Some of the heaviest fighting of the entire war took place in places such as “Bloody Nose 
Ridge”, and the central ridges of the island that made up the Umurbrogol Pocket. The 
month of fighting on Peleliu cost the 1st Marine Division 1,252 dead and 5,274 wounded.   

Okinawa, the Last Invasion 1945 

The final campaign the 1st Division would take part in during the war would be the Battle 
of Okinawa. The strategic importance of Okinawa was that it provided a fleet anchorage, 
troop staging areas, and airfields in close proximity to Japan. The division landed on  
1-APR 1945.  Its initial mission was, fighting alongside the 6th Marine Division, to clear 
the northern half of the island –they were able to do that expeditiously. The Army's XXIV 
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Corps met much stiffer resistance in the south, and on 1-MAY 1945 the Marine division 
was moved south where it relieved the Army's 27th Infantry Division.  

On May 4, Japanese forces began a major offensive in the southern part of Okinawa. On 
the same day, 4-MAY 1945, Leland was wounded in action on Okinawa.  His parents, who 
lived in Batchtown Illinois at the time, were notified by the War Department.  The division 
was in heavy fighting on Okinawa until 22-JUN 1945, when the island was declared secure.  

Okinawa Recap 

The 1st Marine Division slugged it out with the Japanese 32nd Army at such places as 
Dakeshi Ridge, Wana Ridge, “Sugarloaf Hill” and Shuri Castle. Fighting on Okinawa cost 
the division 1,655 killed in action.   

Editor’s note: Okinawa is where Ernie Pyle, the famous Pulitzer Prize-winning American 
journalist and war correspondent, was killed by a Japanese machinegun burst on Ie Shima 
on 16-APR 1945.  The Army 307th Infantry Regiment moved into the line on Okinawa on 
29-APR 1945 on the top of the Maeda Escarpment known as “Hacksaw Ridge,” where 
conscientious objector, Army Medic Desmond Doss, selflessly attended to wounded men 
while unarmed. For his actions, Doss becomes the first conscientious objector to be 
awarded the Medal of Honor. 

Leland Victor Gade earned the following medals: 

 Purple Heart 
 World War II Victory Medal 
 Asiatic Pacific Campaign Medal with two stars 
 Presidential Unit Citation 
 Good Conduct 

 

Discharged 
Leland was discharged 4-May 1946 and later that year married Mary Aice Moll (1925-
2011) in December 1946. They lived in St. Charles, and later in Ballwin and Pevely MO.  
Leland and Mary had one child, a daughter Christine Marie Gade Keim (1948-2020).   

Leland Gade died 17-JAN 1993 in Pevely MO and is buried at Sunset Memorial Park and 
Mausoleum. 

 


