
 
ALLAN OLOVITCH 
US NAVY 1942-1946 

Allan Albert Olovitch was born 3-MAY 1926.  His parents were Harry Leo Olovitch (1883-
1945) and Rebecca Baila Olovitch (1888-1960).  Allan had three sisters: Lillian, Esther, 
Francis and two brothers: Howard and Morris.  He served in the Navy from 1942-1946.  

The USS Merak AF-21 

Allan is listed aboard the USS Merak, AF-21 on 27-AUG 
1943.  The Merak proved to be a very active, durable 
transporter of men and supplies.  The Merak was a United 
Fruit Company cargo and passenger liner Veragua that 
served as a United States Navy Mizar-class stores ship in 
World War II. Her first wartime transatlantic crossing in 
July, was debarking men, mail, and stores in Algeria, North Africa. In between additional 
Caribbean assignments, Merak made trips to both Sicily and Scotland before the end of 
1943.  

The USS Partridge 

Allan is listed onboard the USS Partridge 
AT-138 beginning 30-SEP 1943. His rating 
onboard the Partridge was BKR 3rd Class 
(Baker).  Partridge was a Minesweeper of 
the Lapwing class nicknamed a “Bird Boat” 
because all of these ships were named for 
birds.   

The Lapwing class minesweepers were developed to remove mines in a string that 
extended from Scotland to the coast of Norway during World War I.  The over 230-mile-
long string of submerged mines was laid by the Americans and British in an attempt to 
hem in the German U-boats during World War I.  After the war had ended in 1918, the 
mines needed to be removed.  The Navy’s answer was the Lapwing minesweeper.  In all, 
49 “Birds” were built.  They were 187’ long and 36’ wide.  The ship was originally carried 
a crew of 60, but later the crew increased to nearly 90.  The Partridge keel was laid down 
in May 1918 and launched in October 1918.  The ships were lightly armed with two 3” (76 
mm)/50 caliber dual purpose guns and four 20mm guns.  They later added two depth 
charge racks (often called “ash cans”) to combat the U-boat threat.   Many people 
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described the Lapwing class ships as “overgrown 
tugboats.” In November 1943, the Partridge was 
drydocked in Norfolk and underwent 
refurbishments.  Late in 1943, as the U-boat threat 
somewhat diminished, the Partridge was assigned 
mostly to towing duty.  Allan and the sailors on the 
Partridge didn’t know it yet, but they would soon 
participate in the largest ever amphibious operation 
off the coast of Normandy.   

Normandy Preparations 

In December of 1943 the Partridge, with Allan onboard, sailed for Britain, performing 
various towing duties and beginning preparations for the Normandy invasion.   On 14-DEC 
1943 Lt. Adnah Caldin took command of the USS Partridge. Caldin was hardnosed, stern, 
by the book and uncompromising.  While Captain of the Partridge, very many of the crew 
were harshly disciplined for minor offenses with resulted in loss of rank and pay.  It is very 
likely Allan suffered some harsh punishment.    

In February 1944, the Partridge was in drydock; an underwater line had damaged the hull 
as a result of a collision.  On 8-MAR 1944, the Partridge was towing a Phoenix unit with 
too long of a tow cable when the ship and the concrete unit collided.  Lt. Adnah Caldin, in 
command and on the bridge, panicked and quietly left the bridge in the midst of the crisis 
and went to his cabin.  Only quick thinking by officer Joe Cooney saved the ship.  An 
investigation ensued, and Adnah Caldin was relieved of command of the Partridge on 28-
APR 1944.  

A New Captain 

Lt. James Carlton Wilson White, US Navy Reserves, took command of the Partridge after 
Caldin.  As a result of the investigations, those onboard the Partridge that had been 
punished with the loss of rank and pay had both reinstated.  This was a significant break 
for the crew, since many were supporting wives and family back home.  Morale quickly 
improved.  White’s manner was completely opposite of Caldin and the crew responded, 
handling their duties efficiently and well.  In the weeks ahead, the Partridge would 
perform staging and preparing for the invasion.   

On D-Day, ships began to tow components of the Mulberry harbor.  Mulberry harbors 
were temporary portable harbors developed by the United Kingdom during the Second 
World War to facilitate the rapid offloading of cargo onto beaches during the Allied 
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invasion of Normandy. The Partridge would participate in Operation Mulberry towing 
what was called “Phoenix units.”   

Phoenix units were concrete caissons that were rectangular-shaped, about 5 stories tall 
and several blocks long.   The Partridge and other “Bird Ships” would tow the Phoenix 
units to Normandy to form a breakwater off the coast.  The Phoenix did not cut through 
the water, they plowed.  Though they were towed, the Phoenix units were armed with 
anti-aircraft guns and a crew of about thirty men.  Half of the crew were Seabees and 
half were sailors.  Men were crossing the English Channel aboard a 6000-ton block of 
concrete at about three knots (about 3.5 MPH).  For Operation Mulberry, about 108 
tugs were made available to tow the Phoenix units to Normandy France. 

The Mulberry Operation required the Navy to change its primary function from battle at 
sea to engineering and towing operations.  For the Partridge, the initial landings saw her 
standing by to rescue disabled ships at sea.  The ship rescued a sinking Landing Craft Tank 
(LCT) and on June 8th took a “Whale Unit” or Mulberry to be towed to Omaha Beach. The 
ship remained in England until 10-JUNE, when she was ordered to sail for the beachhead.   

 

Torpedoed 

German E-boats, like American PT boats, were designed to 
cut through the rough English Channel seas.  The E-boats 
would top out at about 48 knots or 55 MPH.  The E-boats were 
credited with destroying 101 Merchant ships, 12 destroyers, 
11 minesweepers, eight landing ships, a torpedo boat, a 
submarine and a minelayer along with numerous merchant 
vessels.  

With the Allied beachhead all but secured, the Partridge and 
several other tugs stood out of Portsmouth bound for Normandy where they would begin 
salvage operations on the multitude of beached, sunk and otherwise disabled ships 
littering the area. Crossing the English Channel in convoy with several other ships and 
landing craft, the Partridge was closing on her assigned operating area off Utah Beach 
when reports were flashed through the Allied anchorage that a group of German Torpedo 
Boats, or E-Boats, had been picked up on the radars of Picket Destroyers shortly before 
0200hrs. The Partridge went on high alert.   

While the reports stated the E-Boats were heading away from the area, the realization 
that there were torpedoes already in the water came to the forefront when ships across 
the US anchorage began exploding. One of the torpedoed ships, was the Partridge; struck 
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on her Port side at 0200hrs exactly.  The first torpedo hit the magazine causing a 
catastrophic explosion.  Many men were killed instantly in the explosion.  The second 
torpedo hit the engine room.   

Massive Explosions 

The Partridge’s wooden hull, designed 
to have no influence on Magnetic 
Mines, was decimated by the explosion 
of the German torpedo which slammed 
into it and within minutes the veteran 
ship was listing heavily to port and gone 
dead in the water. Her surviving crew 
quickly abandoned ship onto life rafts as 
their ship's decks went awash and in less than a minute of the torpedoes impact the USS 
Partridge sank on June 11-JUN 1944.   

Rescue 

The surviving men that entered the dark, cold waters of the Channel were sure they were 
going to die.  The crew of the HMCS Prescott, an English Corvette, witnessed the explosion 
and headed toward the ship to rescue survivors.  The fastest the Prescott could travel was 
a mere 16 knots.  The crew of the Prescott rescued whoever they could, and headed to 
Omaha Beach on Normandy to drop off the survivors.  The severely wounded were 
treated at a makeshift hospital aboard an LST (Landing Ship Tank).  It is most likely that 
Allan was among those wounded survivors.  Approximately one-third of the crew were 
killed in the explosions and sinking.   

The Lost Crew 

Those killed in action on the USS Partridge: 

 Cooney, Joseph 
 Bursynski, Micsysleus 
 Casey, James 
 Coston, Leroy 
 Dennis, Frank 
 Dent, Horace 
 Dix, Harry 
 Doyle, Frank 
 Doyle, Charles 
 Duncan, George 
 Fetter, Clarence 

 Filisinia, Henry 
 Gossman, Joseph 
 Grande, Nicholas 
 Gutierres, Ernest 
 Howe, Palmer 
 Isom, Vernon 
 Jaeger, Donald 
 Johnston, Raymon 
 Landry, Raymond 
 Melnick, John 
 Norris, Robert  

 Palouyan, Jacob 
 Prillaman, Clarence 
 Proeschel, Morris 
 Prosser, P 
 Ross, Herschel 
 Scherer, John 
 Schooley, Wilmer 
 Stack, Edward 
 Ward, Eddie 
 Zapert, Alexander 
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There were about 32 killed in action.  All of the dead were buried at sea and the missing 
bodies were never recovered.   

For most of the survivors, this was the last ship on which they would serve.  Many of the 
injuries were severe and resulted in multiple surgeries, long recoveries and led ultimately 
to medical  discharges.  Little is known about Allan’s wounds.  He was awarded a Purple 
Heart and was honorably discharged from the Navy 6-MAY 1946.   

The USS Partridge was struck from the Naval Vessel Register on 29-JUL 1944. Today, the 
wreck remains on the bottom of the ocean about 10 miles off the coast of Normandy, 
west and north of Carentan.    

Allan earned or was awarded the following medals: 

 Purple Heart 
 Asiatic Pacific Campaign Medal 
 European African Middle Eastern Campaign Medal  
 World War II Victory Medal 
 Good Conduct Medal 

Non-Military Medal: 

 World War II French Normandy Commemorative Medal 

Allan married Edith Moll.  They did not have children.  Allan and Edith lived in St. Louis 
and later in Chesterfield from 1993 until his death in 1999.  They were married for 53 
years.  Allan died 10-DEC 1999 and is buried in Sunset Memorial Park and Mausoleum in 
Afton MO.  Edith joined Allan in 2011 and is buried alongside him.   

Special thanks to Jim Krouse, author of “A Bird in the Deep. The Story of the USS Partridge.”  
Jim’s grandfather served onboard the USS Partridge.     

 


