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WILLIAM HENRY CARDWELL 

ARMY AIR CORPS 1943-1945 
William “Bill” Cardwell was born 22-JAN 1924 in Darlington Idaho.  
His father was William Henry Cardwell (1889-1974).  His mother 
was Ethel Lillian Cardwell (1893-1949).  Bill had six brothers: 
Lowell, Daniel, Dale, Martin, John and Robert;  and four sisters: 
Ivy Annie, Verna and Ethel.  Henry was a graduate of Jordan high 
school in Sandy Utah.  His family later moved to Salt Lake City. 

Bill was employed at Ogden Air Technical Service Command, at 
Hill Field, prior to enlisting in the Army Air Corps. During World 
War II Hill Field was a vital maintenance and supply base, with 
round-the-clock operations geared to supporting the war effort. 

Battle-weary A-26, B-17, B-24, B-29, P-40, P-47, P-61, and many other types of aircraft 
depended on the men and women of Hill Field for structural repair, engine overhaul, and 
spare parts. Peak wartime employment at Hill was reached in 1943 with a total of over 
22,000 military and civilian personnel. These dedicated men and women rehabilitated 
and returned thousands of warbirds to combat.  Bill contributed to the war effort before 
joining the service at 18 years old.   

Bill enlisted in the Army on 8-JAN 1943 in Salt Lake City 
Utah.  According to his enlistment record, Henry had 
completed one year of college.  He had enlisted in the 
United States Army Air Corps and would serve in the last 
year of World War II.  Cardwell had the rank of Second 
Lieutenant after earning his wings.  His military 
occupation or specialty was co-pilot and his service 
number assignment was O-2067278. Bill was attached 
to 302nd AAF Base Unit. 

On 14-AUG 1944 Bill married LaRoyce Beckstead (1924-2015).  LaRoyce lived with Bill 
while he was in flight training at Barksdale Air Base in Bossier City Louisiana. Bill,  stationed 
at Barksdale, knew his training was ending soon and he would embark for overseas.  
Morrison Field, West Palm Beach Florida was the starting point for many overseas ferrying 
operations.  Using the South Atlantic route, fliers could avoid the harsh winter conditions 
experienced in the north.  Bill Cardwell would soon be ferrying B-26G 44-68072 overseas 
to join the war.  
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Bill regularly wrote his brother Dan who served in the Army.  In late October 1944 Bill 
wrote Dan: 

“I have surely been over the country.  Last week I went Murphy’s TN, Jackson MS, 
New Orleans LA, Birmingham AL, Wichita, TX, Fort Worth TX, and Tulsa OK.  I flew 
over nine hours yesterday.  That’s the first Sunday I have missed a Sacrament 
meeting since I’ve been here.  I’m in a Navigation Class now.  The fellows are 
taking ten-minute break so I may get this (letter) finished.   

I expect to leave here about the 1st of December.  I’m not sure and I won’t know 
for a while yet.  I guess LaRoyce won’t be able to go with me.  I’ll go to the Point 
of Embark at Savannah Georgia then I’m on my way over.  I’m planning on having 
Lowell (his brother) come down and drive LaRoyce home.   

Bye now & be good – write soon.   

Love, Bill and LaRoyce  

The Long Trek to Europe 

Bill and the crew of B-26G 44-68072 left for 
Europe in late January.  Bill and LaRoyce were 
still newlyweds, married for just five months.  
In late January, Bill Cardwell’s Marauder 44-
68072 left Morrison Field on a southerly route 
via Trinidad, Brazil, Dakar, Marrakesh and St. 
Mawgan in Cornwall England.  The pilot was 
2nd Lieutenant Kenneth W. Carty and 2nd 
Lieutenant William Cardwell served as the co-
pilot.  The other crewmembers were: 1st Lt. 
Nolen B. Sowell, Corporal Jack D. Arnold, and 
Corporal Rudolph M. Aguirre.  All except 1st Lieutenant Sowell had trained together at 
Barksdale Field, LA the previous year.  By all reports, the first legs of the journey went well 
and was uneventful.  At times the crew seemed bored.   

The Final Leg 

On, 1-FEB 1945, Bill Cardell and B-26 44-68072 and the crew took off on their final leg 
from RAF (Royal Air Force) St. Mawgan to Burtonwood at 12:38 GMT (Greenwich Mean 
Time).  The route frequently taken by ferry crews to the Air Depot, was north via St. 
David’s Head in West Wales, and then a Northeasterly course would be plotted to 
Burtonwood.  Estimated flight time was 90 minutes.  It was the last leg of a long journey 



3 
 

which had taken several days from Morrison Airfield.  There is little doubt, the crew would 
be relieved to complete the long journey.    

Cardwell and Carty were not alone.  There were 16 brand new B-26 Marauders that were 
being flown from the air base at St. Mawgan in Cornwall to the USAAF depot at 
Burtonwood near Warrington. Their aircraft was just one of the Marauders that were 
being ferried from the USA to the UK where they would have final preparations for 
combat and be assigned to frontline units. The crews and the aircraft would be dispersed 
around the country for operational duty.   

William Henry Cardwell was on the crew of the B-26G Marauder #44-68072 along with: 

 2nd Lt. Kenneth W. Carty (pilot) from California 
 2nd Lt William H. Cardwell (co-pilot) from Utah 
 1st Lt. Nolen B. Sowell (navigator) from Texas 
 Cpl. Jack D. Arnold (radio operator) from Dakota 
 Cpl. Rudolph M. Aguirre (engineer) from New Mexico 

In the morning briefing on 1-FEB 1945 at 10:00 hours, for the onward flight to Base Air 
Depot 1 at RAF Burtonwood near Warrington, the crews received a weather report.  If the 
weather was poor on arrival at their destination the crews were instructed that they could 
land at RAF Valley as the weather was expected to be clear for landing throughout the 
day. The crews were cleared to fly the route on instruments if required but it was 
expected that the clouds would be scattered enough for them to be able make the flight 
without instrument flying. Weather was reported to be above minimums all along the 
route.  They were however told that should they encounter instrument conditions to 
immediately climb to 5,000 feet to avoid the high ground along the route. 

Estimated flight duration of 90 minutes was expected, however, British weather caught 
them out just 100 kilometers from their final destination.  After a slight delay, Carty and 
Cardwell took off at 11:51 hours.  Shortly after takeoff, it was reported the weather 
deteriorated and while cloud cover obscured their view.  Around this time, crews flying in 
the opposite direction reported that there was at times continuous cloud above 6,000 
feet with a mixture of broken and wide-ranging clouds below 5,000 feet, the base of this 
was between 500 and 2,000 feet. During the afternoon the weather deteriorated to such 
extent that by 13:45 Valley was closed to flying and Burtonwood was expected to close 
by 17:00 hours.  Winds much stronger than forecast were being experienced and blew 
Lieutenant’s Carty’s and Cardwell’s Marauder off track and to the west by several 
degrees. This in turn put the B-26 flying at a precariously dangerous low altitude of 3,000 
feet, directly above a treacherous mountain range known as the Glyders, Snowdonia.   
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As the aircraft was some 2,000 feet below the designated safety height, it can only be 
thought that the pilot must have begun a descent on “dead reckoning”, no doubt 
believing he was clear of the Welsh mountains.  If this was the case, it was a fatal 
assumption.   If such was the case, the B-26 piloted by Carty and Cardwell presumably ran 
into the rocky summit of Y-Garn a 3,104 feet mountain above the Nant Ffrancon Pass, 
Near Llanberis.  

(Editor’s note:  Dead reckoning is the process of calculating one's position, especially at 
sea, by estimating the direction and distance traveled rather than by using landmarks, 
astronomical observations, or electronic navigation methods.) 

Of the 16 aircraft that had departed St Mawgan, twelve had landed safely at Burtonwood, 
two had landed at RAF stations in the area, and a single aircraft had landed at Valley.  
Sadly, nothing had been heard of Cardwell’s Bomber number 44-68072.   The Marauder 
44-68072 and the four other airmen on board never made it.   

Cardwell and his crewmembers were declared missing at the time its fuel supply would 
have been exhausted. For this flight, the aircraft had 768 gallons of fuel and would have 
exhausted that supply after 3 1/2 hours.  It was speculated winds had pushed the bomber 
off course, and instead of descending to land at Burtonwood at the expected ETA, the 
aircraft crashed on the summit ridge of Y Garn Mountain of Snowdonia.  

Rescue & Recovery Efforts 

At 14:45 hours the following day, Friday 2-FEB, the RAF Mountain Rescue Team (MRT) 
from Llandwrog, near Caernarvon was notified by flying control, that a B-26 Marauder 
had gone missing the previous day, and that it was believed to have gone down in the 
North Wales area. It was noted that a local man, a bus driver from the village of Crosville, 
had reported the previous day hearing a low flying aircraft that appeared to be circling in 
clouds, followed by what appeared to be a deafening crash in the mountains above the 
Llanberis Pass.   

Based on this witness report, the rescue team set out in adverse weather conditions to 
search for the crashed aircraft.  The team set out at 16:00 and headed to Nant Peris where 
6 men then climbed up the western side of Y Garn to begin a search for the reported crash 
site, working in pairs.  

At 18:45 pieces of aircraft were discovered, along with evidence of human remains close 
to the cliffs that drop down on the eastern side of the mountain. Wreckage included a 
Colt Browning machine guns from the crumpled bomber, close to the summit of Y-Garn, 
and just above and to the west of Llyn Clyd (Lake).  Because of the bad weather and 
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prevailing darkness, in the interest of safety, it was decided to abandon any further search 
until first light the following day on 3-FEB.   

On 3-FEB the MRT and a supporting party set out to 
Nant Peris and reached the point they had the 
previous night by 12:15. A harrowing sight met the 
team as they neared the mountain summit. It was 
discovered that the plane had broken in two, one 
section lay close to the summit on the Llanberis side, 
along with the body of one of the crew, while the 
other part had fallen over the rugged scree on the 

Llyn Clyd side with the remaining 4 airmen among the carnage.  The rescue party now 
shifted into a recovery mode. There were no survivors.  It was quickly confirmed from 
fragments of personal effects from the crew, that this was the missing aircraft.   As one of 
the rescuers recalled: “The weather was treacherous and hauling the stretchers over 
frozen screes called for caution.” 

Aftermath 

Rescuers found that the aircraft had struck very close to the top with only a relatively 
small amount of the aircraft being on that side of the mountain. Most of the wreckage 
had continued on over the top of the ridge and had dropped into Cwm Cywion, where it 
had then burned.  Four of the crew were reported to have been found in the main 
wreckage. This was accessed by lowering two sledge stretchers down the cliff, with the 
MRT then taking an easier route. They then recovered the bodies of the four crew from 
the main wreckage to Llyn Ogwen with the fifth man being recovered to Nant Peris. 

The official report concluded that the plane crashed and disintegrated into the mountain 
at 3000 feet.  Most of the debris skidded over the top of the mountain and down the 
other side about 1000 feet.  “From the propellers, it was determined that the engines 
were running at the time of the crash.  The altitude at the time of the crash indicated that 
the pilot was not aware of his position.  All the crewmen were killed instantly.” 

Today 

Wreckage from the B-26 lay abundant for many years after the war, and hill walkers and 
climbers often questioned its presence. Then, in the 1960s and early 70s aviation 
historical groups began to operate throughout the country, and one such group, the 
Snowdonia Aviation Historical Society, began its own investigations into the Marauder 
incident. Once the circumstances were established, various booklets were published 
describing the appalling accident that befell those five young Americans.  In the mid-
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eighties, one man belonging to the aviation group, Arthur Evans, arranged to have a 
memorial erected in their honor, in the form of a stone tablet in a wall adjutant to a lay-
by on the Llanberis Pass. 

This stone tablet reads: 
‘IN MEMORY OF THE US AIR FORCE CREW 
KILLED ON THE GARN, FEBRUARY 1ST 1945’ 
And lists the names of the five young aviators. 

1. 2nd Lt. Kenneth W. Carty (pilot) from California 
2. 2nd Lt William H. Cardwell (co-pilot) from Utah 
3. 1st Lt. Nolen B. Sowell (navigator) from Texas 
4. Cpl. Jack D. Arnold (radio operator) from Dakota 
5. Cpl. Rudolph M. Aguirre (engineer) from New Mexico 

Of the crash site, very little remains of this once robust airframe. The two Pratt & Whitney 
engines were removed for restoration by an aviation group in the early 1980s, and much 
of the other bits and pieces found their way into homes of locals, or the scrap merchant. 
The undercarriage legs do remain though, along with a few pieces of armor plate, and 
scattered fragments of alloy, littered across the scree above Llyn Clyd, a sad sobering 
reminder of troubled times. 

Sadly, of the roughly 405,000 soldiers who died in World War II, nearly twenty-eight 
percent were killed of non-battle injuries.   

The bodies of four of the crewmen were repatriated.  Only Corporal Rudolph M. Aquirre 
remains in England.  He is buried in Cambridge American Military Cemetery at Madingly 
Cambridge.   

William Cardwell was interred temporarily at the Cambridge American Military Cemetery 
in England after his death until repatriation.  He was later reburied in his hometown at 
South Jordan, Salt Lake County, Utah.  Bill was a casualty of World War II, he was only 21.  
Bill was not buried in his hometown until 9-AUG 1948.  

William Henry Cardwell was survived by his widow; parents, and the following brothers 
and sisters: Robert L. Cardwell, Salt Lake City; Sgt. Dale H. Cardwell, with the air forces in 
Palau; Mrs. Ivy Page, Mrs. Verna Lloyd, Daniel, Lowell, Ethel, Martin, John and Annie Joy 
Cardwell, all of Riverton; grandparents, Mrs. Elizabeth Cardwell and William H. Hibbard, 
both of Salt Lake City. 
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On 24-JUN 2007, a local man wrote in a guest book honoring the fallen crewmembers: 

“Just a note to say the lost crews are not forgotten.  I am a British civilian and under the 
USAF ‘Fallen Heroes Programme’ I visit the grave of the above person.  Rudolph died on 
Feb 1st, 1945, in a B26G number 44-680072 which crashed in Wales en-route to 
Buttonwood from America.  The rest of the crew were returned to America.  However, 
Rudolph lies in the American Cemetery at Madingly near Cambridge, a truly beautiful 
place. 

Regards,  

Phill Goldsmith” 
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Remembering Billie                  by Anna Mae C. Sandstrom 
A Tribute to Billie 
They will say your Billie’s a hero, 
He would have done more if he could. 
But he gave his life for his country 
As all good Americans should.  
 
They will decorate him with medals, 
The “Distinguished Flying Cross.”   
They’ll say boys he worked with will miss him, 
That is death is the country’s loss.  
  
But we, your friends and neighbors, 
Know he’s just your own little boy.   
As he sat down on the floor with touseled head,  
And played with bright new toy.   
 
And you watched over him in sickness,  
While he lay in fever and in pain, 
And prayed to the all wise father 
To make him all well again. 
 
And then as he grew to manhood, 
Straight and tall and so strong, 
Following the paths you’d taught him 
Choosing the right from wrong.   
 
You were proud of the boy, “Your Billie”, 
And then came his country’s call 
And he was willing and ready 
To give, if need be, his all.   
 
Yes, he gave his life for his country 
As many more brave lads will do. 
Let’s pray that the thing he died for  
Will help us be more kind and true. 
 
Dear God, Bless his wife and his parents 
May their blessings cause them to see, 
That Billie will still be 
Their own little boy, 
In that great Eternity.   

 
In 2007, Gaylen Cardwell visited the B-26 Marauder on display at the Smithsonian's Air 
and Space Museum in Washington, D.C.  The static display, Flak Bait is one of only a 
handful of B-26 Marauders on exhibit.  The twin-engine medium bomber survived more 
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than 200 missions over Europe during World War II, twice what would normally be 
regarded as an exceptional number. Even though it was riddled with more than 1,000 flak 
and shrapnel holes, there were no fatalities among the hundreds of Army Air Force 
crewmen who flew in it between August 1943 and the end of the war.   
 
In a visit to the Smithsonian, Gaylen Cardwell, nephew of William H. Cardwell Jr. “placed 
his hand on the on the fuselage of Flak Bait.”  In his words: ‘When I touched Flak bait, it 
was very moving, even spiritual for me.  I thought of my uncle sitting in the cockpit.  I 
thought about his wife left home (My Aunt LaRoyce).  I remembered some of the letters 
I’d read as my uncle was training in Barksdale.  There was no mention of the danger 
ahead or fear of dying.  Those letters were always full of hope and good cheer.  What a 
heritage for my generation and my children and grandchildren.’   
 

"To live in the hearts of those we leave behind, is not to die! Lest we forget" 
 


