
 
Died While Serving  

 
Christopher James Carter was born 27 FEB 1992 in St. John’s 
Missouri, St. Louis County.  His parents were Beth Zimmer and 
Stanley Carter.  Chris was their only child.  They lived in Weldon 
Springs MO.  Chris was a 2010 graduate of Francis Howell High 
School in St. Charles, MO. 
 
Chris was intent on serving his country as an Army Ranger since 
age 11, when he was introduced by his mother Beth (LTC, MD) 
during her deployment in support of Operation Enduring 
Freedom. Chris enlisted immediately after high school.   
 
Chris entered Army basic training and airborne school, passed 

the intense Ranger Assessment and Selection Program (RASP). He deployed to Afghanistan less 
than two months after arriving at the 2/75 Ranger Battalion, Ft. Lewis, WA. Chris earned the 
esteemed Ranger School Tab as a PFC. Chris rapidly rose to rank of Corporal in a leadership 
position with a model record. He spent four years in the military and completed four high tempo 
Afghanistan Special Operations deployments. He was a machine gun team and anti-tank team 
leader. Chris completed one-hundred missions during his four deployments.  During Chris’ first 
tour in 2011, he lost a close friend in a bomb explosion.  His platoon endured an unrelenting cycle 
of raids and firefights, adrenaline, and carnage. 
 
Chris will be remembered for many things but, above all, for his compassion. He had an uncanny 
ability to connect with others. He often befriended those who needed a comrade and was there 
for others during hard and difficult times, especially his fellow soldiers. 
 
His military awards and decorations include: 

 The Prestigious Ranger Tab 
 Three Army Commendation Medals  
 The Army Achievement Medal 
 Good Conduct Medal 
 Expert sharpshooter 

 
Chris sustained injuries sustained in a motor vehicle accident at Joint Base Lewis-McCord.  He 
died on 12-FEB 2015, at the age of 22.  His funeral mass was on February 27th on his 23rd 
birthday, at St. Joseph Catholic Church in Cottleville MO.  Chris is buried in St Louis, Missouri at 
Jefferson Barracks.  His commitment to protecting and improving the lives of others, with an 
emphasis on soldiers, will continue through the Chris Carter Fund for Life.  
 
Chris is honored and remembered at the St. Charles County Veterans Museum.   


