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ADRIAN LAUREL LEWIS 
US ARMY/AIR FORCE RESERVE 1955-1961 

Adrian Lewis was born 8-MAY 1936 in Indianola, Red Willow 
County, Nebraska.  His father was Basil Lewis (1904-1954).  
His mother was Margaret Lewis (1912-1981).  Adrian had 
five siblings: Richard, Kathryn, Raeford, Leander and 
George.   

When Adrian finished high school, he moved to southern 
Missouri to be closer to his brothers, Leander and Richard 
serving at Fort Leonard Wood. 

Adrian was drafted and would serve in the 2nd Infantry 
Division of the United States Army.  He entered the service 20-OCT 1955.  The 2nd 
Division’s primary mission was defense of South Korea.  Adrian was sent Fort 
Richardson Alaska during the time immediately after the Korean War.  Fort 
Richardson is a United States Army Base near the city of Anchorage, Alaska. During 
his training, sometimes Adrian and his unit would have to “camp out” away from 
the more comfortable barracks in twenty below 
zero weather.  Adrian was a Private First Class and 
served in the 2nd Division Quartermaster 
Company.  He was a supply handler.  As a supply 
handler Adrian was responsible for supervising 
and maintaining all Army supplies and 
equipment. Adrian would have received, 
inspected inventory, and then load and unloaded 
all supplies and equipment. Often the supply 
handler will secure and control weapons and 
ammunition in security areas.  

History of Fort Richardson 

Fort Richardson was established in 1939 on what is now Elemendorf Air Force Base 
in response to increasing world tensions.  Immediately after the Pearl Harbor attack 
in 1941, the Fort was charged with defending Alaska from invasion and 
coordinating the Alaskan war effort. During the war its troops numbered 7,800. 
After establishment of the Air Force as a separate service in 1947, the Army post 
was moved to its present location in 1950. Construction of Fort Richardson began 

Lewis (center) unloading a van of food  
at Fort Richardson 
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in 1940 with the intention of being a major airfield for the Army Air Corps. The 
airfield was officially opened in August of the same year and in November, was 
designated as Fort Richardson by the United States War Department.  

Transfer to the Reserves 

Adrian was later transferred to the Air Force Reserves at Fort 
Lewis.  Adrian married Joyce Annette Fischer on 18-OCT 1958 
in Woodson Terrace MO. He would serve two years in the 
reserve.  He was Honorable Discharged on 19-OCT 1961.  
Adrian likely earned a Good Conduct medal.   

Civilian Life 

The family later moved in 1990 to St. Peters MO.  They had 
three children.  Cynthia, Sandra, and Allen.  Adrian retired from General Motors. 
He was an avid fisherman, enjoyed painting, and woodworking. Adrian was known 
for his practical jokes and his “Adrianisms.” Adrian would later relate to family and 
friends, he never wanted to look at potatoes again after handling food and being 
on KP.  Adrian said to family members, “He wanted to return to Alaska, but not in 
service.”  Adrian did later return to Alaska on a month-long sightseeing trip with 

friends.  He loved the visit. 

Adrian proudly served his country in the United States Army 
and Air Force Reserve.  He was a member of the St. Charles 
Lodge 241 and Church of the Sheppard United Methodist 
Church.   

Adrian Laurel Lewis died 21-FEB 2020 at the age of 83. He 
and Joyce were married 61 years.  He is buried at Jefferson 
Barracks National Cemetery in St. Louis County, MO.   
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