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JOHN MARUSIAK 
US ARMY AIR CORPS/USAF 1942-1965 
John Marusiak Jr was born in West Newton Pennsylvania on 19-APR 
1917.  His father was John Marusiak (1892-1964) and his mother 
was Antonia Gosinska (1898-1992).  

John enlisted in the Army Air Corps on 1-APR 1942.  His enlistment 
records show he that had completed 4 years of high school and was 
a postal clerk.  The family later moved to Hamtramik Michigan.   

From his daughter Carol, we learned:  

“John was driving down the street with his buddies in his dad’s car 
with the radio on when they heard about the bombing of Pearl 

Harbor.  They all enlisted the next day.”   

John joined the US Army Air Corps the day after the Pearl Harbor 
attack. He went to pilot training at Luke Airfield AZ (now Luke AFB) 
and flew P-51’s and P-47’s during World War II stationed, primarily 
in France. He completed over 100 sorties, including five on D-Day.  
He continued after the war to become an instructor pilot and test 
pilot.   

John married Angeline Gadzinski on 26-NOV 1944 in Detroit 
Michigan. John retired from his military service as a Lieutenant 
Colonel and moved his family to Phoenix in 1965.  They had five 
children during their marriage: Ronald, Edith, Janet, Carol Ann, and Robert.   

John and Angie started Micro-Tronic, Inc, an 
ongoing Aerospace Manufacturing Company in 
1968. He was CEO of the company until his 
retirement in 2000. After retirement, his greatest 
joys were centered around his love of family, golf, 
flying his planes, bridge, his faith, and friends.  

John Marusiak Jr died on February 4, 2018, in 
Phoenix, Arizona, at the age of 100.  Angie and John 
enjoyed 61 years together.  John leaves a legacy of 
living life to its fullest and being an inspiration to all 
who met him.  John and wife Angie 1969 
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After a March 2022 visit to the St. Charles County 
Veterans Museum, John’s daughter Carol donated 
a very dear artifact of her father’s to the museum.  
The device, often described as a pilot’s kneeboard, 
was used to keep his navigation notes, maps etc. 
organized while flying. It was strapped to the thigh 
and had a little battery-operated light for night 
flights.  Carol followed in her father’s footsteps at 
an early age, and after gaining her pilot license at 
age 16, her father gave his daughter this 
kneeboard as a keepsake.   

Carol told us, “I know my dad would be honored 
that it found a good home.” 

Editor’s note:  Kneeboard models have adapted through the years from a small clipboard 
with thigh straps to more elaborate designs with multiple panels that fold much like a 
wallet (usually with a means to hold the folded board closed, such as a snap or velcro.) As 
the kneeboard is designed to keep flight-pertinent information close at hand, it may have 
charts and information (such as IFR references) printed directly on it, or include pockets 
and clips to hold maps, approach plates, and aids to calculation such as the E6B Flight 
Computer. The popularity of cockpit iPads has necessitated kneeboards designed to hold 
tablets. 

 

 


