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JUNE CLIFFORD TAYLOR 
US ARMY 1945-1947 

 
June Clifford “Cliff” Taylor was born 9-JUN 1927 in New 
Madrid Missouri.  His father was John L. Taylor (1878-
1964) and his mother was Ruby Fern Taylor (1905-1997).  
Cliff’s 6th great grandfather was Richard Stockton, a 
signer of Declaration of Independence.   

Cliff had seven brothers:  Cecil (1922-2010), Martin, 
Darlie, Clarence, Harold, Luther, Lawrence, and Claude 
(1914-1944).  Lawrence and Claude were half-brothers.  
Claude Earl Taylor was killed in action in 1944. The last 
letter Claude wrote home is in the St. Charles County 
Veterans Museum collection.  (Editor’s note:  Claude’s 
story is included in the latter section of this biography.) 

Cliff’s other half-brother was Lawrence.  Lawrence and 
Claude were full brothers, and both served and fought together in the same unit in New 
Guinea against Japan.  Claude was a platoon leader. 
Lawrence Elmer Taylor 1916-2002 earned a Bronze Star 
during World War II.  Cecil and Clarence also served in 
World War II.  Cliff’s brother Harold Dean Taylor (1934-
2013) also served in the military and later lived in 
O’Fallon MO.  Cliff also had two sisters:  Peggy and 
Maude. 

Cliff is a direct descendent of the Mayflower Pilgrims, and a direct decedent of five 
presidents: James Madison, William Henry Harrison, Zachery Taylor, Abraham Lincoln, 
Benjamin Harrison, and one actress: Elizabeth Taylor.  He is also a more distant relation 
to George Washington.   

By 1940, the family lived at Beaver Dam, Missouri. Cliff 
registered for the on 9-JUN 1944 at Poplar Bluff 
Missouri.  He had just turned 18 years old.  On his draft 
registration, Cliff lists his occupation as farmer working 
for his father.  He enlisted on 26-SEP 1945 at Jefferson 
Barracks, Missouri and served from 1945-1947.  His 
service number was 37863253.  Cliff left basic training as 
a Private.   
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Cliff was assigned to the 45th Infantry Division.  As the 
45th Infantry Division completed its drive on Munich, 
the unit was ordered to liberate the Dachau 
concentration camp.  
In Germany, Cliff served with the 98th General Hospital.  
He was based two miles from Dachau, the oldest 
concentration camp in Germany. It was locked up when 
he got to Munich.  June photographed some of the 

ghastly sights he saw at Dachau.  (Editor’s note: some of 
these photos are included at the end of this biography. 
Be advised of the disturbing nature of some of these 
images.) World War II had just ended, and June was 
assigned to be a medic at the hospital but later was got 
reassigned to transport and finding housing (billeting) 
for American officers to live.   

He assigned dependents of men arriving from the United 
States in housing near the hospital; checked houses for 
damage, light, air heat and running water. He inspected 
the housing to make sure they were fit for perspective 
dependents and if it was satisfactory for occupants.  He 
then assigned dependents to the homes. He attained the 
rank of Sergeant T-5 serving as a billeting clerk. Cliff left 
Europe for home on the Queen Mary.   

Cliff was discharged from the Army on 13-FEB 1947.  
Cliff’s Honorable Discharge listed him as having been a “sales clerk.” 

Cliff likely earned the following medals and ribbons: 

 European–African–Middle Eastern Campaign Medal 
 World War II Victory Medal. 
 Army of Occupation Medal Germany 
 Good Conduct Medal 

June Clifford Taylor married Joy Divinny on 23-JUN 
1951 in Piggott, Clay, Arkansas.  Joy’s ancestors were 
also on the Mayflower, and she is a descendent of 
President James K. Polk.  They raised a family of six: five 
boys, Jim and John (twins), Clifford, David and Glen and 
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one daughter, Linda.  Cliff spent his career as a mechanic on high 
production machinery. In 1995 they lived in St. Louis on Brown 
Road.  Cliff now lives in St. Charles County in Dardenne Prairie with 
his wife Joy.  When he was 90 years old, he and his son Cliff were 
privileged to participate in an honor flight from St. Louis to 
Washington DC.  Cliff and Joy celebrated their 65th wedding 
anniversary in 2021. They have eight grandchildren and seven 
great, great grandchildren. 

Editor’s note: Early in the war, the Queen Mary stayed at her berth 
in New York for six months, before orders were received to paint the 
ship in camouflage gray. In Sydney, Australia her luxurious fittings 

were removed, and bunk beds were installed to enable 
her to carry troops.  Work was carried out here to 
service the engines, and the ship was even given guns 
on the Sun Deck as a measure against both aircraft 
and surfaced submarines. 

Eventually, the ship's troop-carrying capacity was 
increased to 16,000 men. She could move an entire 
army division in one voyage. This was an incredible 
feat, duplicated by the Mary's sister ship the Queen 
Elizabeth, which had also been adapted for troop-
carrying. It was not comfortable! Soldiers on board 
took turns in the bunks, sleeping in shifts as there were 
not enough bunks for all the men.  

The Queen Mary was intended for the North Atlantic 
weather, and it transpired that she did not have adequate ventilation for the tropical 
climates she sailed through. Many men died from heat-exhaustion.  Winston Churchill 
later said that the two "Queens" had shortened the war by a year. The Queen Mary was 
nicknamed the “Gray Ghost.”   

The Queen Mary's greatest defense against torpedoes was her speed. Sailing at 28.5 knots 
or nearly 33 miles per hour, the Mary was a fast-moving target, much faster even than a 
warship could manage, and very difficult to aim at. To make it even more difficult, she zig-
zagged at regular intervals.   

It’s said, Germany tried to destroy the ships, and it was rumored that Hitler offered the 
Iron Cross and a huge sum of money to any U-Boat captain who could sink either of the 
Queens.  To sink a ship with a division of men onboard, would be a catastrophe.   
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Claude Earl Taylor: 
Cliff’s brother, SSGT Claude Earl Taylor, was killed in action in 1944. He served A/S Inf. Co 
"B" 20th Infantry Regiment, SIXTH DIVISION. Below is the last letter Claude wrote home.    

 
Somewhere in New Guinea 
13-JUN 1944 
 
Dear Dad:   
I am sorry it has been so long since I have last written.  But have been rather busy.  How 
are things going there now, the weather should be swell.  I think I have heard from all 
since I have been on this island.  “Larry” was well the last time I seen him.  We have made 
another move but am still in New Guinea.  And have entered combat zone.  Japs are our 
specialty now.  It is nice that Ed is able to continue walking.  And Cecil seems to have plenty 
of luck.  Heard from Maude and Peggy.  And also my old boss.  I miss his waitresses! They 
were my old pals.  When all is over I will start all over again and hope to do better.  There 
is no news at present.  And my units conditions aren’t the best.  Hope all remains well.  
And hope to hear soon. 
Don’t worry about us.   
As ever, Claude 

Claude was killed in action 15 days later on 29-JUN 1944.   

The Battle for Lone Tree Hill, Maffin Bay, New Guinea (where Claude was killed) 

On 5 June the first troops from the 6th Division reached Toem, starting with the 1st 
Infantry Regiment and the 6th Engineer Battalion. The 158th Infantry was relieved from 
its defensive roles, but was then allocated to a renewed western offensive. Once again, 
the first targets were Lone Tree Hill and Hill 225. 

The attack began at 8.30am on 8 June. First the Americans had to push west from the Tor 
back towards the Lone Tree Hill area. The Tirfoam was reached on 9 June, but the offensive 
then had to be suspended after General Krueger announced that he intended to use the 
158th Infantry for the upcoming invasion of Noemfoor. This produced a period of 
patrolling, before on 14 June the 20th Infantry from the 6th Division replaced the 158th 
Infantry on the Tirfoam front. Just before this General Sibert, commander of the 6th 
Division, replaced General Patrick as commander of the Tornado Task Force. 

General Sibert wanted to spend June consolidating the Toem position before beginning a 
push west on 1 July. He wanted to combine a thrust onshore with short-distance 
amphibious shore-to-shore assaults to bypass any strong Japanese defensive positions. 
General Kreuger vetoed this plan as he wanted the offensive to resume in June. 

By the time the new attack began Lone Tree Hill was defended by 850 troops, with more 
nearby on Hill 225 and Mt. Saksin (around 1,800 at the start of the attack). Very strong 
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defenses had been built into the hill, taking advantage of a network of caves, especially 
towards the northern coastal end. 

The 20th Infantry attack began at 8am on 20 June. By noon the Americans had advanced 
from the Tirfoam to the Snaky River and began to advance into the valley south of the hill. 
As before they ran into strong Japanese resistance and ended the day east of the hill. 

The morning of 21 June was spent patrolling in an attempt to locate the Japanese 
defensive positions. In the afternoon the 3rd Battalion launched an attack towards the 
north-eastern corner of the hill and immediately ran into an undiscovered cliff. This forced 
them to move north, where they found a heavily defended ravine. By the end of the day 
the Americans were back at their starting point. 

The attack was renewed on 22 June, preceded by an air attack and then an artillery 
bombardment. This time the infantry was able to make more progress and were on top of 
the hill by 12.40. By 15.00 the Americans had four and a half companies on top of the hill 
and held an area at the northern end of the summit, while another force held a position a 
little further south. For a moment it appeared that the Americans had taken possession of 
the hill, but then at 5.30pm two companies of Japanese infantry emerged from hiding and 
launched a counterattack on the American positions. The Japanese suffered heavy losses 
in the attack but did manage to establish themselves to the east of the American outposts 
for a period before eventually withdrawing at midnight. 

The Japanese returned to the attack early on 23 June, having received reinforcements from 
troops posted east of the Tirfoam River. The first attack came from a hidden ravine, and 
for an hour the 2nd Battalion came under heavy pressure before the attack was repulsed. 
The battalion was then ordered to join up with the 3rd, also on the summit, and form a 
single two-battalion perimeter. This move caused some problems. The Japanese held the 
400-yard gap between the two battalions in some strength. The 2nd decided to outflank 
them by moving east off the hill, north along the Snaky River, then back west up the hill. 
This move brought them to the foot of the same cliff that had caused the failure of the 
attack on 21 June, so the battalion had to try again. They weren't back on top of the hill 
until 16.30, and this time they held a perimeter just to the north-west of the 3rd Battalion, 
but still not connected to it. On the evening of 23 June, the Japanese attacked both US 
battalions, this time hitting them from the east. The main attack was repulsed before the 
Japanese could close to bayonet range, but they continued to carry out small scale attacks 
all night. 

24 June began with the first shore-to-shore attack of the campaign. Company K of the 1st 
Infantry was moved on ten LVTs to a beach on the western side of Rocky Point, the 
northern end of the hill, with orders to cut off the western approaches. The move was 
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supported by thirteen LVT(A)s, carrying 37mm guns. The Japanese opened fire on the 
convoy but were unable to stop the Americans from landing at 9 am. The landing force 
was almost immediately pinned down, and reinforcements were needed. Company I 
joined them at 12.00 and four tanks were landed from LCTs at 13.30. The entire landing 
party was pinned down on the beach for the day, unable to make any progress inland. 
However, on the hilltop the 2nd and 3rd Battalions of the 20th Infantry were able to make 
good progress, clearing the Japanese from their defensive positions around Rocky Point. 
They were then able to open a proper supply line back to the main American lines east of 
the hill, easing their supply problems. By the end of the day the Americans were effectively 
in control of the hilltop. 

On 25 June the Americans continued to mop up the remaining Japanese positions on the 
hilltop. The troops on the beachhead to the west were still pinned down during the 
morning, but they were able to expand their beachhead during the afternoon, and even 
made tentative contact with the troops on the hilltop. Although they had made little 
physical progress, the amphibious troops had defeated the main part of the Japanese 
garrison of the hill. On the same day the Japanese decided to withdraw from the Lone Tree 
Hill area and form up a new defensive position west of the Woske River. A small force was 
to remain east of the river, but even they were to pull back to the south-west. 

Mopping Up Operations 

The capture of Lone Tree Hill secured the original Allied landing area facing Wakde Island 
and removed any Japanese threat to Maffin Bay. The Japanese still had a well organized 
force west of the American positions, and the task of clearing this force up was given to 
the 3rd Battalion, 63rd Infantry and the 3rd Battalion, 1st Infantry, which replaced the 2nd 
and 3rd Battalions, 20th Infantry.  They were ordered to complete mopping up operations 
in the Lone Tree Area and advance west to the Woske River. Mopping up operations on 
Lone Tree Hill took from 27 June to 30 June when the last Japanese positions were 
eliminated. On the same day the valley to the south was finally cleared. 

During the ten days from June 20 to June 30, 1944, in the Battle for Lone Tree Hill, the 
Sightseeing Sixth had suffered over eight hundred casualties, including over 150 killed in 
action. An estimated 1,342 Japanese were killed including 400 sealed in caves by 
demolition teams. More soldiers died in other battles in New Guinea, but the battle for 
Lone Tree Hill represented the bloodiest 10 days of the New Guinea Campaign. 
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In Germany, Cliff was based two miles from Dachau, the oldest concentration camp in 
Germany. It was locked up when he got to Munich.  June photographed some of the 
ghastly sights he saw at Dachau. 
 
 
 

CAUTION:  THE PHOTOGRAPHS ON THE NEXT PAGE ARE GHASTLY AND 
ALARMING. PLEASE BE ADVISED THAT THESE IMAGES ARE NOT TO BE 
VIEWED BY CHILDREN, OR ANYONE WHO IS LIKELY TO BE DISTURBED BY 
THEM. 
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Editor’s note: Before June arrived on 29-
APR 1945, three US Army divisions 
converged on the camp: the 42nd 
Infantry, the 45th Infantry, and the 20th 
Armored. When the three units arrived 
at Dachau, they discovered more than 
30,000 prisoners in the overcrowded 
camp. Just days before, about 2,000 
inmates evacuated on a death march 
from the Flossenburg concentration 
camp had arrived at Dachau and the SS 
guards had forced almost 7,000 Dachau 
inmates to move southward. On April 28, 
the day before liberation, a train bearing 
about 40 railway cars arrived at the 
camp. It had left Buchenwald four weeks 
earlier, on April 7, filled with more than 
5,000 prisoners. With few provisions, 
almost 2,000 inmates died during the 
circuitous route that took them from 
Thuringia through Saxony to 
Czechoslovakia and into Bavaria. Their 
bodies were left behind in various 
locations throughout Germany. When 
US troops arrived in Dachau on April 29, 
they found 2,310 additional corpses on 
the train. The 816 surviving prisoners 
were taken to barracks within the camp. 
 


