
Paul Louis Boemer, U.S. Navy 
Paul Louis Boemer was born on 29-JAN 1921 in St Louis, Missouri.  His father 
was Albert Albert Daniel Boemer (1879–1963) and his mother was Julia Bridget 
Bowers (1883–1962).  In 1930 the family lived on Dewey Avenue in St. Louis.  
In 1940, the family lived on Montana Street in St. Louis.  Paul attended 
Cleveland High School. Paul had nine siblings, eight brothers and one sister.  Six 
of the nine brothers went into the service including Paul’s brothers Vincent 
(Army) and Earl (Navy).  Earl went enlisted in the Navy about four years before 
Paul.   
 
Paul joined the Navy on 6-DEC 1938 three years before Pearl Harbor was 

attacked.  On 18-APR 1939, he was mustered aboard the U.S.S Henderson.  At that time, he was a Seaman 
2nd Class.  The USS Henderson (AP-1) was a transport in the United States Navy during World War I and 
World War II. 
 
On 31-DEC 1940 Paul was mustered aboard the U.S.S Oklahoma BB-37 moored at Ford Island, at Pearl 
Harbor Hawaii.  Also onboard the Oklahoma was Paul’s older brother Earl.  Earl and Paul would serve on 
the Oklahoma several months before Earl was reassigned.  Fortunately for Earl, he was not on the 
Oklahoma on December 7th.  Paul was not as fortunate.    
 
Paul was a Seaman 1st Class and a Coxswain on the Oklahoma.  The Oklahoma was attacked by Japanese 
aircraft and sustained multiple torpedo hits, which caused it to quickly capsize. The attack on the ship 
resulted in the deaths of 429 crewmen, including Paul Louis Boemer.  For days after the Oklahoma 
capsized, there was clanging deep inside the ship.  About 32 of the crew were rescued within the days 
after the attack.  The first bodies were recovered on 14-OCT 1943 when the Oklahoma was upright.  A 
total of 341 bodies were found by 27-DEC 1943.  The bodies having been underwater for nearly two 
years, had decomposed leaving bones and teeth.  Navy divers located the last of the sailors' remains in 
June 1944.  None could be identified and were buried in common graves in Halawa Cemetery.  The 
Oklahoma was decommissioned on 1-SEP 1944 and sold for scrap on 5-DEC 1946.  The Oklahoma left 
Pearl Harbor under tow on 10-MAY 1947 but was lost in a storm at sea 500 hundred miles Northeast of 
Hawaii on 17-MAY 1947. 
 
On 15-DEC 1951, a final recapitulation was published.  
Attached 
Officers   82 
Ship’s Company USN  1179 
Aviation Unit    15 
Marine Detachment  77 
 

Officers Crew  Total 
Survivors  59  850  899 
Wounded  2  24  26 
Known Dead  0  22  22 
Missing  21  385  406 
Totals   82  1271  1353 
 



He was listed as “missing” by the U.S. Navy on 22-DEC 
1941.  He was later listed as killed in action on 7-DEC 
1941, in Pearl Harbor, Hawaii, at the age of 20.  He 
was memorialized in Honolulu, Hawaii.   
 
As reported by the St. Louis Star Times on 5-MAY 
1942, “The Navy’s casualty list contained 2991, 2495 
of which were missing and 907 wounded.”  Several St. 
Louis families still did not know the status of their 
loved ones by May of 1942.     
 

Thirty-five of the dead were from St. Louis and St. Louis County.  Four were from rural Missouri and 
seven from the east side.  Two were from St. Charles County.   
 
From December 1941 to June 1944, Navy personnel recovered the remains of the deceased crew who 
were interred in the Halawa and Nu’uanu Cemeteries.  Between June and November 2015, Defense 
POW/MIA Accounting Agency (DPAA) personnel exhumed the USS Oklahoma Unknowns from the 
Punchbowl for analysis. 
.   
On 20-SEP 2020, the DPAA identified the remains of Coxswain Paul L. Boemer, missing from World War 
II.  Coxswain Boemer's remains were recovered from the ship following the incident; however, they could 
not be identified at the time and were buried as unknown remains at the National Memorial Cemetery 
of the Pacific in Honolulu, Hawaii. In 2015, the DPAA received authorization to disinterred and reexamine 
unknown remains associated with the Oklahoma using advances in forensic technology.   Paul Boemer's 
remains were exhumed and eventually identified as part of this effort. 
 
Today 
In April of 2022, the St. Charles County Veterans Museum interviewed Vincent Boemer, Paul’s youngest 
brother.   Vince is the sole surviving sibling.  Vince recalls, “I was at home the day a telegram was 
delivered our mother notifying them Paul was missing. It was about 4-6 weeks after the attack when the 
telegram arrived.”  Vince continued, “It was a hard way to learn you had lost a son.”  Later in 1945, Vince 
who was in the Army 75th Division and fought in the Solomons Islands, Leyte, and Luzon was wounded 
in March 1945 earning a Purple Heart.  Vince told us, “He was determined his mother did not learn he 
was wounded through a telegram.”    
 
Vincent Boemer said, “The Navy has been wonderful.  They visited him a while back and took saliva 
swabs from him and other relatives.  They continually updated about their efforts and provided 
substantial information about the process.”  Vince continued, “It provided comfort and closure knowing 
Paul was identified and is coming home.”   
 
The funeral and ceremony will be handled by Hoffmeister Funeral Home.  Paul Boemer will be buried 3-
MAY 2022 and in Jefferson Barracks National Cemetery.    
 


