
Jesse Edward “Eddie” Callaway 
Jesse Edward “Eddie” Callaway was born 23-JAN 1924 in the city of 
Alton, Madison County, Illinois.  His father was Guy Judson Callaway 
(1892-1963), and his mother was Ann Elenore “Elsie” Lee Sophie 
Clowers (1900-1942).  The family later lived in Lincoln County and 
then St. Charles MO.  The 1930 Federal census lists the family living in 
St. Charles and the 1940 census lists the family as living in Portege de 
Sioux MO.  Eddie had three brothers: Roderick, Ray, and Jerold and 
one sister: Ruby.   
 
Eddie enlisted in the Army at Jefferson Barracks on 9-MAR 1943.   His 
serial number was 37605273.  The draft card states he had a grammar 
school education.    

 
He was a Private and served with the 83rd Division, 
331st Infantry Regiment in Company I.  On 18-JUN 1944, 
the 3rd Battalion (included Company I) boarded 
troopships for France.  The 331st arrived in Normandy 
on Omaha Beach on about 24-JUN 1944, two and a half 
weeks after D-day.   
  
The regiment moved to an assembly area near 
Bricqueville France and on 26-JUN 1944 to Auvers 

France just east of Carentan to relieve the 101st Airborne Division.  Activity on the front of the 
331st from 26-JUN to 30-JUN was described as “very dull” in the after-action report.  The 
activities of our troops and the enemy during this time was described as “night patrolling.”  The 
enemy occasionally laid down harassing artillery and mortar fire.  The next few days were spent 
patrolling and attempting to capture prisoners.   
 
In early July, the regiment met stiff resistance in the hedgerows around Carentan.  As July wore 
on, the action subsided for the regiment as they maintained defensive positions.    
 
On August 3rd, the regiment moved by motor to the area of Pontorson.  The 1st and 3rd Battalion 
were ordered to seize St. Meloir and the crossroads Villegantier.  On 13-AUG 1944, the 331st 
Battalions K and I were advancing on the town of Dinard, a commune in France.  It is believed it 
was during this action Eddie was wounded.  By the 15th of August, the entire city of Dinard was 
occupied by the 331st.  The later part of August was spent training and in reserve.   
Eddie was released from the hospital in November.   



The 331st was heavily engaged with the enemy from 7-DEC to 20-
JAN 1945 during the German counteroffensive (Battle of the 
Bulge).  After the breakout from the Battle of the Bulge, the 331st 
Regiment advanced from the Rhine River 29-MAR to the 
bridgehead established across the Elbe River 13-APR 1945.  It was 
during this advance on 12-APR 1945, Eddie was once again 
wounded in action.   
 
Editors note:  Personal family records suggest the date was 13-
APR 1945.  Official after-action Army reports list the date of 
Eddie’s wound as 12-APR 1945.   
 
The rapid advance of the 331st was described in the after-action 

report thusly: “The establishment of the 331st bridgehead across the Elbe River climaxed a 
lightning advance of more than 220 miles into the heart of the German Reich only 65 miles from 
Berlin.  This accomplishment by an infantry division in a face of a sometimes-fanatical enemy 
resistance with its flanks open for as much as 80 miles of depth and with 65,000 enemy troops in 
one pocket of its exposed right flank is unparalleled in the annuals of military history.” 
 
His daughter Jeanne said, “His father had told him to always keep his “Willie” in his hip pocket 
and believes that is what got him through WWII and feels that was the source of his strength 
through these last several and all he went through.”  
 
Eddie served with distinction and was awarded two Purple Hearts.  Local newspapers reported 
he was wounded the second time on May 1945.  Jesse Edward Callaway was discharged 16-NOV 
1945. 
 
Eddie’s awards and ribbons include: 

 Five Bronze Stars 
 Purple Heart w/Oak Leaf Cluster 
 European African Middle Eastern Theater Campaign  
 Army Overseas Ribbon 
 Northern France and Germany Campaign 
 American Theater Campaign 
 Central Europe Campaign 
 World War II Victory Ribbon 
 Good Conduct Medal 

 
Eddie married Jeannine Kay Johnson.  They had four sons: Jim, Edward, Gerald, and Guy and three 
daughters Janna, Jill, and Jeanne. In 1959 the family lived at 2234 Benton Avenue in St. Charles 
MO.  In 1993 the family lived at 2119 N. Fourth Street in St. Charles MO.   
 



Eddie was a “fisherman’s, fisherman and a hunter’s hunter.”  Many of his friends believed he 
could catch a fish “in a mud puddle.”  He was always ready to teach others his sporting skills.   
 
Jesse worked and later retired from St. Louis Car Company. The St. Louis Car Company was a 
major United States manufacturer of railroad passenger cars, streetcars, trolleybuses, and 
locomotives that existed from 1887 to 1974, based in St. Louis, Missouri. He was a member of St. 
Charles Pentecostal Church of God and was a member of AMVETS.   
 
Jesse Edward Callaway died 14-DEC 1991 and is buried in Saint Charles Memorial Gardens, in St. 
Charles MO.  Eddie’s wife Jeannine joined him in 2019 and is buried alongside him.   


